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The Final Kings of Judah 
Josiah 

Jehoahaz 
Jehoiakim 

Died in battle against Pharaoh Necho  

Reigned 3 months 

Taken to Egypt by Pharaoh Necho  
Reigned 11 years  

3rd yr (606 B.C.) 

Nebuchadnezzar 

1st Siege  

Jehoiachin 
(Jeconiah) 

Blood Curse: Jer 22:30 

Reigned 3 months  

Taken to Babylon 

Zedekiah 
Appointed by Nebuchadnezzar  

Reigned 11 years  

Finally taken captive in final siege 

587 B.C.  



2nd Book of Kings 
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Served for 3 years 

Rebelled for 5 years 

2 Chron 36:4 

Daniel 1:1 

2 Chron 36:5 
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2 Kings 24:2 
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2 Kings 24:8-9 



Numerical Difficulties? 

2 Chronicles 36:9 



Numerical Difficulties? 

2 Kings 24:8 



Numerical Difficulties? 

 “Jehoiachin, was eighteen years old when 

he ascended the throne (the eight years 

of the Chronicles are a slip of the pen)” 

– Keil & Delitzsch 



Numerical Difficulties? 

 [Jehoiachin was eighteen years old] He is called 

Jeconiah, 1 Chron 3:16, and Coniah, Jer 22:24. In 

2 Chron 36:9, he is said to be only eight years of 

age, but this must be a mistake; for we find that, 

having reigned only three months, he was carried 

captive to Babylon, and there he had wives; and it 

is very improbable that a child between eight and 

nine years of age could have wives; and of such a 

tender age, it can scarcely be said that, as a king, 

he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord. 

The place in Chronicles must be corrupted” 

 -  Adam Clarke 



Numerical Difficulties? 

 Eighteen years old when he began to reign. 

At the age of eight his father took him into 

partnership in the government (2 Chron 

36:9). He began to reign alone at eighteen. 

  - Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown 

  
Proposed resolution: 

• Co-Regency?   

 



Let a man question the inspiration of the 
Scriptures and a curious, even monstrous, 
inversion takes place: thereafter he judges the 
Word instead of letting the Word judge him; he 
determines what the Word should teach instead 
of permitting it to determine what he should 
believe; he edits, amends, strikes out, adds at 
his pleasure; but always he sits above the Word 
and makes it amenable to him instead of 
kneeling before God and becoming amenable to 
the Word.  
                           (Tozer, "The Wrath of God, What is it?",  

    "Man the Dwelling Place of God," chapter 26,) 
 



Numerical Difficulties? 

• What we do know: 

• Jehoiachin was 18 yrs old when he 

became king of Judah 

• He reigned 3mts 10days 

• Then king Nebuchadnezzar came & 

took him captive to Babylon 

• He was the first king of Judah to come 

to the throne as a vassal king 



Numerical Difficulties? 

2 Chronicles 36:9 

 Heb:  בּן ben (bane) Lit: ‘a son’  

 “Of literal and figurative relationship, including 

grandson, subject, nation, etc.,” 

 “Jehoiachin was 8 yrs a „son‟...” 

 “Jehoiachin was 8 yrs „subject‟ ...” 

 



The Final Kings of Judah 
Josiah 

Jehoahaz (3mts) 

Jehoiakim 

Died in battle against Pharaoh Necho  

Taken to Egypt by Pharaoh Necho  
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Appointed by Pharaoh Necho  2 Chron 36:4 

Nebuchadnezzar conquered  in 3rd year Daniel 1:1 

Reigned 11 years  2 Chron 36:5 

Served for 3 years 2 Kings 24:1 

Rebelled for 5 years 2 Kings 24:1 
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Jehoiachin 3mts 11d. 

“Jehoiachin was 8 yrs „subject‟ ...” 



Numerical Difficulties? 

• The only ‘problem’ that exists here is 

with our understanding 

• This is not a contradiction 

• There is no need to ‘correct’ the text 

• God’s Word has been preserved!   



God Breathed 

2 Timothy 3:16 



Uncorrupted 

Proverbs 30:5-6 



2 Kings 24:10-12 



2 Kings 24:13-14 



2 Kings 24:15-16 



2 Kings 24:17-18 
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3rd Yr of Jehoiakim  
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“Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old when he began to 

reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem“                     2 

Chron 36:5 
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“Zedekiah was twenty and one years old when he began to 

reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem.”                    2 

Kings 24:18 
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“Now in the fifth month, in the tenth day of the month, which was the 

nineteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, came Nebuzar-adan, 

captain of the guard, which served the king of Babylon, into Jerusalem, And 

burned the house of the LORD, and the king's house; and all the houses of 

Jerusalem, and all the houses of the great men, burned he with fire”                                         
Jer 52:12-13 



2 Kings 24:19-20 



2nd Book of Kings 

 
Chapter 25 

2nd Book of Kings 

 
Chapter 25 



2 Kings 24:1-2 
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Ezekiel 12:13 

Strange Prophecy? 



2 Kings 24:8-9 
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2 Kings 24:28-30 



Kings of Babylonian Empire 

Nabopolassar 

(627-606) 

Evil-Merodach 

(562-559) Daughter  + Neriglissar    

(559-556) 

Labashi-Marduk    

(2 months 556) Nitocris (d) married  

Nabonidus (556-536) 

Belshazzar      

(553-539) 

Nebuchadnezzar 

(605-562) 

2 Kings 25:27 

Jeremiah 52:31 

Jeremiah 39:13 



The History of the Kings of Israel 
Jeroboam 22y 

(c.985 B.C.) 

Nadab 2y 

Baasha 24y 

Elah 2y 

Zimri 1wk 

Tibni  

Ahab 22y 

Ahaziah 2y  

Jehoram 12y 

Jehu 28y 

Omri 12y  

Jehoahaz 17y 

Joash 16y 

Jeroboam 64y 

Zachariah 6mth 

Shallum 1mth 

Menahem10y 

Pekahiah 2y 

Pekah 20y 

Hoshea 9y 
(722 B.C.) 

Hosea / Amos 

Elijah 

Elisha 

Elisha 
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The History of the Kings Judah 

Rehoboam 17y 

Abijam 3y 

Asa 41y 

Jehoshaphat 25y 

Jehoram 8y 

Ahaziah 1y 

Q. Athaliah 6y 

Jehoash 40y 

Amaziah 29y 

 (Uzziah) Azariah 52y 

Jotham 16y 

Ahaz 16y 

Hezekiah 29y 

Manasseh 55y 

Amon 2y 

Josiah 31y  

Jehoahaz 3mts 

(Eliakim) Jehoiakim 11y 

Jehoiachin 3mts 

Zedekiah 11y 

Israel go into captivity  (722 B.C.) 

(587 B.C.) 

(606 B.C.) 

Isaiah 

Jeremiah 

Isaiah 

Hosea 

Hosea 
Amos 

Micah 

Zephaniah 

(c.985 B.C.) 
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