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The Design of the Gospels 
Matthew     Mark     Luke     John 

Presents as: Messiah Servant    Son of Man     Son of God 

Genealogy: Abraham --  Adam  Eternal 

  (Legal)    (Blood line) (Preexistence) 

What Jesus Said  Did  Felt  Was 

To the:  Jew  Roman  Greek  Church 

1st Miracle: Leper cleansed Demon   Demon   Water to 

  (Jew = sin)    expelled    expelled   Wine 

Ends with Resurrection Ascension Promise of Promise of 

      Spirit:  Return: 

           Acts   Revelation 

Style:  Groupings Snapshots Narrative Mystical 

Ensign:  Judah  Ephraim Reuben  Dan 

Camp Side: East  West  South  North 

Face:  Lion    Ox  Man  Eagle 



Introduction to the Book 

• Author: Mark, cousin of Barnabas, Son of Mary 

• Mark served with Paul & Barnabas for a 

short time, before ‗defecting‘. 

Acts 15:37-38 



Introduction to the Book 

• Eventually Mark becomes ‗profitable‘ to 

Paul 2 Tim 4:11 

• A strong bond also develops between 

Peter & Mark 

– Maybe Peter sees his own reflection in this 

young man?  

• Peter writes affectionately of Mark calling 

him ‗my son‘ 1 Peter 5:13 



Introduction to the Book 

• “Mark 10:17-22 relates the rich young ruler 

questioning Christ about what he needed 

to do to inherit eternal life. Mark includes a 

detail that Matthew and Luke failed to 

mention: “And Jesus looking upon him 

loved him...” Mark 10:21. This hints at the 

possibility that young John Mark himself 

may have been that rich young man”. 

                                                 - Chuck Missler 



Introduction to the Book 

• “An early church tradition suggests that it 

was Mark who was the certain “young 

man” who followed Christ right up to His 

entry into the house of the high priest and 

then, when the guards tried to lay hold of 

him, left the linen cloth that he was clothed 

with in their hands and fled naked.                                 

             Mark 14:51-52  

• Mark was the only one who included this 

incident”  

                                                  - Chuck Missler 



Introduction to the Book 

• According to the early church, Mark‘s purpose 

was to write down the Gospel as Peter had 

presented it to Romans  

• This is supported by the internal evidence 

• Essentially this is Peter‘s gospel 

– Mark acted as Peter‘s amanuensis  

 



Introduction to the Book 

• Mark (Peter) presents Jesus as the perfect 

Servant 

– The same theme runs through Peter‘s epistles  

• Jesus: the perfect Servant of Jehovah 

– Jesus – the lamb without blemish   1 Pet 1:19 

– Jesus obeyed His Father    1 Pet 2:4 

– Jesus submitted to the will of His Father  1 Pet 2:13 

– Jesus is our example of how to serve  1 Pet 2:21 



1 Peter 2:18-21 

 



Introduction to the Book 

• No divine titles are used 

• No genealogy is given 

– No one is interested the genealogy of a servant 

•  No reference to His birth or childhood 

– Of no consequence for a servant 

• The visit of the Magi is not recorded 

– No one pays homage to a servant 

• There is no sermon on the mount 

– A servant has no kingdom or his own laws 

 

 



Philippians 2:5-8 

The Servant-King 



2 Corinthians 5:21 

The Servant-King 



Introduction to the Book 

“Jesus was clearly born to be King of the 

Jews. As Matthew points out. However, the 

gospel was not just for the Jews; it was for 

the whole world. Before Jesus would reign 

as King of Kings, He would be servant of all 

by dying for mankind. Mark writes of the 

works and authority of the One who came 

not to be served but to serve, and to give 

His life as a ransom for many.”                

      Kay Arthur 



Introduction to the Book 

• Key verse: “For even the Son of man came not 

to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give 

his life a ransom for many”  Mark 10:45 

• Greek: „Euthos‟, used 40x 
– Translated ―forthwith‖, ―straightway‖, ―immediately‖ 

• Connectives ‗and‘, ‗now‘ etc. used 1331 x  

• ―Gospel‖ (good news) mentioned 8x  
– Only occurs 4x by the other gospel writers 

• Mark records 26 miracles, but only 4 parables 

• Mark uses the ―historical present tense‖ 150x  
– Jesus comes, Jesus says, Jesus heals—all in the 

present tense. 



Introduction to the Book 

• Matthew presents ‗what Jesus said‘ 

– Major discourses recorded  

• Mark presents ‗what Jesus did‘ 

– Focus is on the action, the miracles 

• Luke presents ‗who Jesus was‘ 

– The perfect man 

• John presents ‗who Jesus was‘ 

– God made flesh 



Introduction to the Book 

• In Mark we clearly see that the glory of God 

is not only to be found in His power, His 

majesty, His might, and His dominion….  

• The true glory of God is in His grace. 

• What will be the reason for our eternal 

praise of Him? 



Introduction to the Book 

“Not the awesome attributes that separate 

His inconceivable nature from us. Not the 

eternity of His existence; not the infinitude 

of His being. Not the omnipotence of His 

unwearied arm; nor His omniscience that 

sees to the heart of us. But rather the 

lowliness and death of Christ are the glory 

of God”                                    Chuck Missler 



Overview of Mark 
• John Introduces the Servant  

– Chapter 1:1–8 

• God the Father Identifies the Servant  
– Chapter 1:9–11 

• The Temptation Initiates the Servant,  
– Chapter 1:12–13 

• Works and Words Illustrate (Illumine) the 

Servant, 
– Chapter 1:14–13:37 

• Death, Burial and Resurrection demonstrate 

the obedience of the Servant,  
– Chapters 14:1–16:20.           (J Vernon McGee) 



Introduction to the Book 

“This is a continuous, unbroken service of 

the Servant recorded in this Gospel. We 

read, “And He did this, and He said that.” 

He must teach men; they were in darkness. 

He must cheer men; they were without 

hope. He must heal men; they were sick 

and suffering. He must free men because 

they were under the power of Satan. He 

must pardon and cleanse men because 

they were sinful”                Henrietta C. Meads 



Overview of Mark 

• The great challenge of this book: 

• Christ as God‘s faithful Servant has done it 

all 

• Everything! There is nothing we can add. 

• That is offensive to us 

• It means the best we can bring is not 

acceptable; our best efforts are worthless 

– This was Cain‘s great problem 

• This is why GRACE changes everything! 



The Gospel of 
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The Gospel of 

Mark 

 
Chapter 2 Chapter 1 



Mark 1:1-3 

• Message: the servant-king is coming, so 

repair the road and prepare the way 

 



Mark 1:14-20 

The Public Ministry of Jesus 

• The promise of Genesis 3:15 has reached 

fruition 



Mark 1:14-20 

You did not choose Me… 



Mark 1:14-20 

You did not choose Me… 

• The wonderful work of Grace 

• It is all about Him; there‘s nothing we can add 



Mark 1:21-22 

The Power of the Word 

• The Word of God revealing the Word of God! 

• Compare today‘s scribes to ‗Word-Churches‘ 



The Miracles in Mark 

       Chapter 1 

• Demonic in Synagogue    21–27 

• Peter‘s sick mother-in-law    30–31 

• Sick & possessed at Capernaum   32–34 

• The demon- possessed in Galilee  39 

• Leper healed & sent to the priest  40–45 

       Chapter 2 

• Paralytic lowered through roof  1–12 

– 1st mention that Jesus can forgive sins 



The Miracles in Mark 

       Chapter 3 

• Man with withered hand in Synagogue 1–5 

– On the Sabbath, leading to plots against Him  

• Multitude healed by Galilee    10 

• Unclean spirits cast out    11 

– The disciples then endued with power 

– Scribes charge that He casts out demons by 

Beelzebub 

 

 



The Miracles in Mark 

       Chapter 4 

• Jesus calms the waves    1–5 

       Chapter 5 

• Demonic of Gadara     1-20 

– The pigs (not Kosher) go swimming 

• The woman with the issue of blood  25-34 

• Jairus‘ daughter raised     35-43 



The Miracles in Mark 

       Chapter 6 

• Only a few sick at Nazareth   5–6 

– Due to lack of belief in Jesus  

• Disciples sent out in His power   10–12 

– Many healed & delivered 

– Herod thinks John has risen! 

• Feeding of the 5000    32–44 

• Jesus walks on water    49–50 

• 2nd Calming of the waves   51 



The Miracles in Mark 

       Chapter 7 

• Syrophenician‘s Daughter freed   26–30 

• Deaf & dumb man healed   32–37 

       Chapter 8 

• Feeding of the 4000    1–9 

• Blind man healed     22-26 

– Double miracle! 

• First sight is restored (uncorrected)  

• Then vision is corrected 



The Miracles in Mark 

       Chapter 9 

• The Transfiguration     2–8 

• Demonic set free     17–29 

– ‗by prayer & fasting‘     

             Chapter 10 

• Bartimaeus receives his sight  46–52 

             Chapter 11 

• Jesus curses the fig tree   12–14 

 







Mark 16:9-20 

Last 12 Verses of Mark? 
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Last 12 Verses of Mark? 

• In some versions these verses are omitted 

• …or a foot note is given: 

– “Not in the most reliable mss” 

– “The most reliable early manuscripts and other 

ancient witnesses do not have Mark 16:9-20” 

• Why the controversy?  

• This contention dates back around 150 

years to two men, Westcott & Hort. 

• They argued that these verses were a later 

addition and not in the original 
 







Last 12 Verses of Mark? 

• Westcott & Hort rejected these verses 

– As do many modern translations 

• Yet these verses are quoted by Irenaeus in 

his commentary which dates to 150 A.D.!  

• They are also quoted by Hypolatus in 2nd 

Century A.D. 

– How could they be quoted if they were not yet 

written??? 

• Clearly they did exist several hundred years 

before the Alexandrian Codices 
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