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The Book of  

Jeremiah 

The Weeping Prophet 



Jeremiah 

• The Author: 

– It is "the words of Jeremiah the son of 

Hilkiah" of Anathoth (1:1). 

– "Baruch wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah 

all the words of Jehovah...upon a roll of a 

book" (36:4) 

• More is known about Jeremiah than any 

other Old Testament prophet. 

 



Jeremiah 

• About the author: 

– He was born about 650-645 B.C. 

– At Anathoth, a small priestly village some 3-4 

miles northeast of Jerusalem in the territory 

of Benjamin & ministered for c.45yrs 

– His father was Hilkiah, a priest (1:1). 

– His name means "Jehovah hath appointed" 

or "whom Jehovah sends forth." 

 



Jeremiah 

• About the author: 

– Known as the “weeping prophet”, not 

because of weakness or fear, but because 

of compassion and sorrows. 

– He belonged to the upper class and had 

the respect of princes and nobles. 

• The fact he was able to have a personal 

secretary and buy property indicates he was a 

man of means. 

– His knowledge of history, political life, the 

earlier Scripture and Egyptian religion 

indicates a broad and thorough education. 



Jeremiah 

• His ministry: 

– He was called to his prophetic mission at an 

early age (c. 21 years). 

– Jeremiah no doubt encouraged Josiah's 

national reformation. 

– As a preacher he was bold and daring, 

uncompromising in his message, yet he was 

sensitive to the spiritual needs of his people.  

– He was a rebel against the false religion, 

governmental corruption and moral 

degeneracy of his day. 



Jeremiah 

• His ministry: 

– His message was that God was going to give 

the nation into the hands of the Babylonians 

and that none should resist. 

– He was rejected by his family, townsmen and 

nation. 

– He was imprisoned several times, beaten, 

placed in stocks and assaulted with intent to 

kill. 

– Tragically he preached to deaf ears and 

received only hate in return for his great love. 



Jeremiah 

• Key Verses: 

– 3:12-13 "...Return, thou backsliding Israel, 

saith Jehovah...only acknowledge thine 

iniquity, that thou has transgressed against 

Jehovah..." 

– 6:16 "...stand ye in the ways and see, and 

ask for the old paths, where is the good 

way; and walk therein..." 

– 31:3 "...yea, I have loved thee with an 

everlasting love: therefore with loving 

kindness have I drawn thee." 



Jeremiah 

• Key Words: 

– Backsliding/backslider, used 13 times. 

– Forsake/forsaken, used 24 times. 

– Return, used 47 times.  

• Key Phrase: 

– "Thus saith the Lord," used 15 times. 

• Key Thought: 

– Judah must pay for her sins by defeat and 

exile at the hands of Babylon. 

 



Jeremiah 

• Key Characters: 

– Jeremiah,  

• God's faithful prophet. 

– Baruch,  

• his devoted secretary. 

– Jehoiakim,  

• a wicked king of Judah who contributed to her 

downfall. He died in disgrace. 

– Zedekiah,  

• Judah's last king who at times wished to do 

better but lacked the moral strength to do so. 

Under his reign Judah fell to Babylon's troops. 



The Times of Jeremiah 

• In his early years Assyria was dominant 

but rapidly declining. Assyria had 

destroyed the northern kingdom of 

Israel in 722 B.C. 

• In 612 Nineveh fell to the combined 

forces of the Babylonians, Medes and 

Scythians. 

• The contest for world power was 

between the Babylonians and 

Egyptians.  



Josiah 641 B.C. 

Jehoahaz 609 B.C. 

 
Jehoiakim 

Died in battle against Pharaoh Necho  

Reigned 3 months 

Taken to Egypt by Pharaoh Necho  
Reigned 11 years  

3rd yr (606 B.C.) 

Nebuchadnezzar 

1st Siege  

Jehoiachin 598B.C. 

(Jeconiah) 
Blood Curse: Jer 22:30 

Reigned 3 months  

Taken to Babylon 

Zedekiah 598B.C. 

Appointed by Nebuchadnezzar  

Reigned 11 years  

Finally taken captive in final siege 

587 B.C.  

The Times of Jeremiah 

609 B.C. 



• Gedaliah was appointed governor of the 

territory but was soon assassinated by 

rebellious Jews (41:1-3). 

• The assassins and their group fled to 

Egypt, forcibly taking the aged prophet 

along (43:5-7). 

– Tertullian relates an ancient tradition that 

he was stoned to death in Egypt.  

– Jewish tradition says he escaped to 

Babylon and died there. 

The Times of Jeremiah 



Religious Background 

• Josiah's efforts to reform the spiritual life 

of the nation had faded with his untimely 

death. 

• Jeremiah saw that the reform had 

primarily affected the outer life, not the 

hearts of the people (3:10). 

– It seems the Hebrews worshipped Jehovah in 

the same way their Canaanite neighbours 

worshipped Baal. 



Religious Background 

• In Jeremiah's day the temple had 

become a “good luck charm" to the 

citizens of Judah. They thought the 

presence of the Temple guaranteed the 

invincibility of Jerusalem (7:8-15). 

– It is important to remember that the Jews 

never ceased to worship God -- they 

simply took up the worship and lifestyle of 

Baalim along with their Jehovah worship. 



Religious Background 

• Following Josiah's death and the rise of 

the pro-Egyptian faction in the nation, 

Jeremiah's reception changed. 

– His temple sermon effectively led to his 

arrest (26:1-24). 

– Subsequently forbidden to enter the temple 

grounds from this point (609 B.C.). 

– Thus he sent Baruch to read his sermons 

to the people (36:5-8). 

 



Religious Background 

• Jeremiah's contemporaries were 

• Huldah, Habakkuk and Zephaniah in 

Judah  

• Ezekiel and Daniel among the captives 

in Babylon. 



Political Background 

• Three military crises that affected 

Jeremiah's ministry: 

– The Battle of Megiddo between Judah and 

Egypt (609 B.C.). 

• King Josiah sought to block Pharaoh Necho's 

attempt to aid Assyria against Babylon. 

• Josiah was killed; Egypt assumed control of 

Judah. 

• See II Kings 23:28-30. 

 



Political Background 

• Three military crises that affected 

Jeremiah's ministry: 

– The Battle of Carchemish (605B.C.). 

• Babylon defeated Egypt and gained control of 

Syria and Judah. 

• Many Jews were deported to Babylon.  

• II Kings 24:1-3. 

  



Political Background 

• Three military crises that affected 

Jeremiah's ministry: 

– The fall of Jerusalem in 587 B.C. 

• Babylonian troops lay siege to the city for 

around 18 months. 

• They captured and burned it (II Kings 25:1-12). 

• Most of her survivors were deported to 

Babylon. 



Political Background 

• In the sixth century B.C. several notable 

religious leaders were born: 

– Gautama Buddha in India (570 B.C.). 

– Confucius in China (about 551 B.C.). 

– Zoroaster in Persia (his birth date is disputed). 

– Lao-tzu, founder of Taoism. 

• For a historical review of Jeremiah's 

times, see: 

– II Kings 22-25. 

– II Chronicles 34-36. 



About The Book 

• The book is not arranged in chronologically 

– Contents are arranged topically rather than by 

chronology. 

• The book is an anthology or collection of 

Jeremiah‟s writings 

• We have a second edition of the book,  

– the 1st being burned by king Jehoiakim (36:19-26). 

• In addition to the original manuscript, "there 

were added besides unto them many like 

words" (36:32). 



About The Book 

• The book contains history, autobiography, 

biography, poetry and prophecy. 

• Chapters 1-20 generally refer to Jeremiah in 

the first person. 

• Chapters 21-52 are usually in the third 

person, i. e., about Jeremiah. 

– Some suggest that this is from Baruch's point of 

view. 

 



About The Book 

• There are some 40 quotes or allusions from 

Jeremiah in the New Testament;  

• …20 of which are found in Revelation. 

 



Jeremiah‟s Message 

• Initially he tries to turn the people back 

to God so disaster could be averted 
(3:12-13) 

• Then he sought to prepare the people 

for the coming judgment their sins 

demanded (27:1-11) 

• He dedicated himself to exposing the 

hypocrisy and lies of false priests and 

prophets (28:1-17) 

 



Jeremiah‟s Message 

• He sought to help the Jews during the 

captivity in Babylon by words of comfort 

and hope (30:8-11) 

• He announced the coming Messiah and 

his new covenant (23:5-6; 31:31-34) 



Jeremiah‟s Message 

• His „surface‟ message was directed to the 

people of Judah during the period of 

Babylonian domination leading up to and 

including her fall  

• He was a messenger of doom, announcing 

that Jerusalem would fall. 

• He also was a messenger of hope, 

reminding that God would save the faithful 

remnant.  



Jeremiah‟s Message 

• He thus preached the certainty of God's 

judgment because of sin, contrasted with the 

tenderness and eternity of God's love. 

– This is a message that transcends the ages 

• It is a mirror showing that the errors of 

backsliding Israel are reflected in the church 

• The book also foretells the final destruction 

of the corrupt religious system 51-52 

• It is a book that unequivocally shows God‟s 

plan for Israel is not over 31:36  



The Book of  

Jeremiah 

The Call of Jeremiah 



Jeremiah 1:1-10 



Jeremiah 1:1-10 



Jeremiah 1:1-10 



Jeremiah‟s Call 

• To nations: 

– To root out 

– To Pull down 

– To destroy 

– To Throw down 

• Where does Jeremiah begin? 

– Jerusalem? 

– Anathoth! 

 



The day of small beginnings 

• Your calling begins where you are, 

where God has placed you 

• Don‟t strive for the „big‟ thing while all 

the time the little thing remains undone 

– We can be so intent on seeing others 

come to know the LORD we forget our own 

family 

– Have you been zealous to serve God in a 

big way, but forget to serve in the little 

ways 

– Attitude / Vocabulary /  Example / Love? 



Jeremiah‟s Question 

• Why God is all this happening to me 

– Hated by his nation 

– Hated by his own family  

– They had even hired an assassin to kill him 



Jeremiah 12:5 

• God‟s Answer: 

– You haven‟t seen anything yet! 

– You struggling against the cavalry, but the 

horses are coming  



The Book of  

Jeremiah 

Jeremiah Speaks To Us! 



Ecclesiastes 1:9 

Repeating History 

If there is one thing that history teaches us, 

it‟s that man learns nothing from history. 

            Hagel 



Jeremiah  1:15-16 

Why Judgment? 



Jeremiah  2:1-2 

Love of espousal? 



Rev 2:1,4 

Love of espousal? 



Jeremiah  2:8 

Priests & Pastors 



They that handle the law knew Me not  

A major national poll…by one of America‟s 

leading researchers.. commissioned by 

Answers in Genesis, as a follow-up to the 

results of an alarming Barna Research poll 

of 2002 and a Southern Baptist poll… 

clearly shows that … many have left the 

church because they no longer believe the 

Bible is the absolute Word of God 

 

Source: Ken Ham, Answers Update, Vol 13:11:2 



Pastors transgressed against Me  

How do mainline Protestant clergy stand 

on theological issues such as biblical 

infallibility? Many take a decidedly 

nonconformist view, according to a survey 

of 7,441 ministers conducted by 

sociologist Jeffrey Haden. 

Here are the percentages of ministers 

who answered “No” to the following 

questions, by denomination:  



Pastors transgressed against Me  

Methodist ministers 51%   

Episcopalian ministers 35% 

American Baptist ministers 33%  

Presbyterian ministers, 30%   

American Lutheran ministers, 13%  

Question: Do you accept Jesus‟ physical 

resurrection as a fact?  



Pastors transgressed against Me  

Methodist ministers 60%   

Presbyterian ministers, 49%  

Episcopalian ministers 44%  

American Baptist ministers 34%  

American Lutheran ministers, 19%  

Question: Do you believe in the virgin 

birth of Jesus? 



Pastors transgressed against Me  

Episcopalian ministers 95%  

Methodist ministers 87%    

Presbyterian ministers, 82%  

American Lutheran ministers, 77%  

American Baptist ministers 67%  

Question: Do you believe the scriptures 

are the inerrant work of God in faith, 

history and secular matters? 



Jeremiah  8:9 

What wisdom is in them?   



Jeremiah  2:12-13 

Broken Cisterns 

Idiomatically, water represents… 

God‟s Word (Eph 5:26) 



Broken Cisterns 

• We have over 200 translations of 

the Bible in English 

• All designed to make it easier to 

read and understand 

• Yet we have the most biblically 

illiterate generation imaginable! 



Broken Cisterns 

• Voting on what Jesus actually said! 



Broken Cisterns 

• My opinion or God‟s? 



Broken Cisterns 

• NIV – from the Alexandrian manuscripts!   ? 



Broken Cisterns 

• Older & more reliable? Says who?? 



Renovare 

• Classes Gen 1-11 as Hebrew myth! 



Jeremiah 2:21 

Degenerate Plant 

• A plant that has become something it 

should not have been? 

• Haven‟t I read that before… 



Matt 13:31-32 

Degenerate Plant 

• Birds = ministers of Satan – in the branches! 



Jeremiah 2:22 

Uncleansable? 



Isaiah 1:18 

Uncleansable? 

• The difference is repentance! 

• No repentance, no forgiveness. 



Jeremiah  2:26 

…like a thief? 



Rev 3:3 

…like a thief? 



1 Thess 5:3-4 

…like a thief? 



Jeremiah  2:27 

The Greatest Insult? 

Evolution – „it rained on the rocks for millions 

of years…‟ 

The C of E recently apologised to Darwin!!?  



Jeremiah  2:27 

The Greatest Insult? 



Matt 7:22-23 

 

 “Arise, and save us” 



Jeremiah  2:35 

 “I am innocent…I have not sinned” 



Rev 3:17 

 “I am innocent…I have not sinned” 

• The cry of the apostate church is the 

same as apostate Israel‟s 



Jeremiah  3:4-5 

Judgment Will Come 

• The Lord is not slack concerning 

judgment… it will come. 



Jeremiah  4:5-6 

A Final Warning 



A Final Warning 

• Declaration of the coming judgment 

• A trumpet blown 

• A cry „gather together‟ (cf. Ps 50:4-5) 

• The faithful depart for the defenced cities 

• Picture of the Rapture?  

 

 



Psalm 27:5 

A Place Prepared  



Jeremiah  5:12-13 

Denial of God‟s Word   



Jeremiah  6:10 

Denial of God‟s Word   

“The trouble with you is that you put too much trust in that 

book”  

– Minister of a church speaking to a Calvary Chapel Pastor 



Jeremiah  6:13-14 

Peace, Peace   



1 Thess 5:3 

Peace, Peace   





"I'm dreaming a bold impossible dream: that 

positive-thinking believers in God will rise above 

the illusions that our sectarian religions have 

imposed on the world, and that leaders of the 

major faiths will rise above doctrinal 

idiosyncrasies, choosing not to focus on 

disagreements, but rather to transcend divisive 

dogmas to work together to bring peace.“ 

- Robert Schuller's Peace Plan 

 

Peace Peace 



“Rick Warren claims he will [bring about his 

peace plan] with his billion man army. His billion 

man army from where I might ask? There are 

only several hundred million true Christians on 

the whole earth. I guess General Warren‟s plan 

is to draft pseudo Christians and Moslems into 

his billion man army and expect everyone to 

follow his marching orders.  

     - Don Koenig 

 

Peace Peace 



Peace Peace 

The Rev. Rick Warren, pastor of Saddleback 

Church in Lake Forest and one of America‟s most 

influential Christian leaders, has embarked on an 

effort to heal divisions between evangelical 

Christians and Muslims by partnering with Southern 

California mosques and proposing a set of 

theological principles that includes acknowledging 

that Christians and Muslims worship the same God. 



Peace Peace 

The men presented a document they co-authored 

outlining points of agreement between Islam and 

Christianity. The document affirms that Christians 

and Muslims believe in “one God” and share two 

central commandments: “love of God” and “love of 

neighbour.” The document also commits both faiths 

to three goals: Making friends with one another, 

building peace and working on shared social 

service projects. The document quotes side-by-side 

verses from the Bible and the Koran to illustrate its 

claims. 

– The Orange County Register 



Jeremiah  6:15 

No Shame   





Jeremiah  6:17 

Can you hear…?   

“When the disciples wanted to talk about prophecy, Jesus 

quickly switched the conversation to evangelism. He said in 

essence. “The details of my return are none of your 

business.” – Rick Warren, The Purpose Driven Life 



Jeremiah  7:32-33 

The Final Judgment 



Jeremiah  7:34 

The Final Judgment 



The Final Judgment 

• Just as God‟s judgment came upon 

apostate Jerusalem… 

• So God‟s judgment will come on the 

apostate religious system that bears his 

name 



Israel Church 

Victory through time of war 
cf: Promised Land 

Prov 29:18 

38 years 
Espousal 

Deut 2:14 
Jer 2:1-2  Espousal 

38 years / Ephesus 
Rev 2:4  

AD32-70 

Victory through suffering 
cf: Smyrna 

Complacency brings defeat  
Time of the Judges / Embracing the world 

Complacency brings defeat  
cf: Pergamos/Constantine-Married to the world 

Division of Kingdom   
Solomon‟s Apostacy 

Division of Church   
Catholic Apostacy / cf:Sardis 

         Israel (Idolatry)  
Good works (Jer 3:11) 

Judah (Not perfect) 

worse than Israel (Jer 3:10) 

 

      Catholic (Idolatry)  
Good works (Rev 2:19) 

 Judgment foretold 
Faithful taken to Babylon 

Jer 25:9 

Jer 21:9 / 29:4-10 

Apostates / False Prophets Destroyed 
cf:Laodicea “Lord, Lord…I never knew you” Matt 7:22-23 

„burned with fire‟ Matt 13:30 /  Rev 17 & 18 

Apostates / False Prophets Destroyed 
Jer 52:12-13 Jerusalem burned with fire 

Rejection of Theocracy   
               Beginning of the Monarchy - Saul 

1 Sam 8:7 Rejection of Theocracy   
               Beginning of the Papacy / cf:Thyatira 

Rev 2:6 

Faithful return to inherit the land.  

Temple built that Messiah will teach from (Hag2:9)  

Faithful return to inherit the land.  

Temple built that Messiah will teach from (Is2:2-3)  

      Judgment foretold 
Faithful Raptured / cf:Philadelphia   Rev 3:10 

2 Pet2:1-2 

      Protestant (Not perfect) 

      Nothing good said  

(Rev 3:2) 



Jeremiah 29:10 

Servitude of the Nation 



The Babylonian Captivity 

Decree of 

Cyrus 
 1st 

Siege 

Servitude of 

the Nation 
70 yrs 

537  518 606  587 597 

 2nd 

Siege 



Jeremiah 25:11 

Desolations of Jerusalem 



The Babylonian Captivity 

Decree of 

Cyrus 

Decree of 

Darius 

 1st 

Siege 

 3rd 

Siege 

Servitude of 

the Nation 
70 yrs 

Desolations of 

Jerusalem 

70 yrs 

537  518 606  587 597 

 2nd 

Siege 



The Book of  

Jeremiah 

Israel‟s Place in God‟s Plan Secured 



Jeremiah  16:14-18 

The Future of Israel 



Jeremiah  16:14-18 

The Future of Israel 



Jeremiah  31:35-36 

The Future of Israel 



The Future of Israel 

• See also: 

– Jeremiah 23:1-8 

– Jeremiah 25:5-8 

– Jeremiah 30:1-11 

– Jeremiah 31:31- 37 

– Jeremiah 32:36-42 

– Jeremiah 33:17-26 

 



The Book of  

Jeremiah 

Life‟s Great Lesson 



Jeremiah  17:5-9 

Life‟s Great Lesson 



Jeremiah  17:5-9 

Life‟s Great Lesson 



The Book of  

Lamentations 

A Funeral Dirge For Jerusalem 



Lamentations 

• In the Hebrew Bible, it is listed among the "Five 

Rolls," called "Megilleth," appointed to be read 

on special occasions.  

– They are Ruth, Song of Solomon, Ecclesiastes, 

Lamentations. 

• It is read in synagogues annually on the ninth 

day of Av (about mid-July), to commemorate the 

destruction of the temple by Nebuchadnezzar. 

• On Friday afternoon, pious Jews in Palestine 

still gather at the "wailing wall," the ruins of 

Solomon's temple, and read these verses and 

mourn: 



Lamentations 

• First Stanza:  

• Jerusalem, Like a Weeping Widow 

Mourning in Solitude (1:1-22): 

– The desolation of Jerusalem (1:1-7). 

– Sin brings suffering (1:8-11). 

– Appeal to passers-by for sympathy (1:12-19): 

– Prayer to God for mercy and justice (1:20-22), 



Lamentations 

• Second Stanza 

• The City as a Veiled Woman, Mourns as 

She Realizes It Is God Who Has Punished 

Her (2:1-22). 

– Her destruction is the act of God (2:1-9), 

– Horrors of desolation and famine (2:10-13). 

– Guilt of false prophets (2:14). 

– They that pass by reproach her (2:15-16): 

– God vindicated (2:17), 

– Prayer of the survivors (2:18-22). 



Lamentations 

• Third Stanza  

• Jerusalem's Bitter Mourning Represented 

by the Weeping Prophet (3:1-66). 

– Lament of the afflicted (3:1-20). 

– His hope amidst suffering (3:21-33): 

– God is just in his discipline (3:34-39): 

– A call for conversion (3:40-42). 

– Sorrows of sin (3:43-54). 

– Appeal to the Lord for help (3:55-66): 



Lamentations 

• Forth Stanza 

• The City Represented as Gold, Tarnished 

and Dimmed in Her Desolation (4:1-22). 

– Horrors of the siege (4:1-10): 

– The cause of their judgment; corrupt religious 

leaders (4:11-16). God was justified in his 

judgments. 

– Vanity of human helpers and past 

achievements (4:17-20). 

– Edom shall not escape (4:21-22). 



Lamentations 

• Fifth Stanza 

• The City Represented as One Appealing for 

Mercy (5:1-22). 

– An appeal for mercy in their calamity (5:1-6). 

– The disasters of sin (5:7-18). 

– An appeal to the Lord of the universe (5:19-22). 



Lamentations 3:21-23 



www.calvaryportsmouth.co.uk 


