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From the miracle of our origin to the mystery of our destiny 

Through The Bible 
Session 19 

The Book of Esther 



The Book of Esther 

• Jewish tradition ascribes the book to Ezra 
– (It sits between ch 6 and 7 of Ezra) 

• Theme: God‟s deliverance of His chosen 

people Israel from Satan‟s plans 

• The book doesn‟t mention the name of God! 
– Luther suggested it be removed from the Bible 

• Yet God is clearly behind the scenes 

• God authenticates His Word   
– 5 Acrostics 

– 3 Equidistant letter sequences  

 

 



Acrostics - Example 

• “Jesus of Nazareth, the king of the Jews” Jn 19:19 

– Written in Hebrew, Greek & Latin 

• In Hebrew, just four words:  

•  Yeshua (Jesus) 

•   Ha-Notzri (of Nazareth)  

•    V'Melekh (the King) 

•     Ha-Yehudim (of the Jews) 

•  Y H V H 

• The name of God! 

• Psalm 119 is intentionally designed this way 

























Kings of Persian Empire 

Darius (Gubaru) (539-?) 

Ruled Babylon 

Smerdis 

(8 months 521-520) 

Artaxerxes 

Longimanus     

(465-424) 

Cambyses II 

(530-521) 

Cyrus (559-530) 

Darius The Great 

(520 486) (Ezra 4:24) 

Xerxes 

(486-465) 

(Esther) 

(537 B.C. Jews Return Home) 

(Artaxerxes – Ezra 4:7-24) 

(Hystaspes) 

(Work on Temple stopped) 



The Persian Empire 

Babylon Jerusalem 
Shushan 



History of the Times 
• The background for the book of Esther sees one 

of the most significant battles in history 
– The Battle of Salamis 480 B.C. 

• The Greek city-states of Athens and Eretria had 

supported the unsuccessful Ionian revolt against 

the Persian Empire of Darius I in 499-494 BC 
• This revolt threatened the integrity of his empire, 

and Darius vowed to punish those involved 
– Darius also saw this as an opportunity to expand his 

empire into the divided Greece 

• After a successful mission in 492 B.C. the following 

year Darius sent emissaries to all the Greek city-

states, asking for a gift of 'earth and water' 



History of the Times 
• Having experienced a demonstration of his power 

the previous year, the majority of Greek cities 

capitulated.  

• In Athens, however, his ambassadors were put on 

trial, then executed; in Sparta, they were thrown 

down a well.  

• Sparta & Athens were now at war with Persia 

• In 490 B.C. Darius attacked Naxos, Eretria, et al 

• Finally, he moved against Athens, landing at the 

bay of Marathon,  

• Although heavily outnumbered the Athenians 

won a remarkable victory, which resulted in the 

withdrawal of the Persian army to Asia 



History of the Times 
• Darius, enraged, began raising a huge new army 

with which he meant to completely subjugate 

Greece 

• However, in 486 BC, his Egypt also revolted 

bringing to a temporary halt his plans for Greece 

• Darius then died whilst preparing to march on 

Egypt, and the throne of Persia passed to his son 

• Enter Xerxes I. 

• Xerxes crushed the Egyptian revolt, and very 

quickly restarted the preparations for the invasion 

of Greece. Since this was to be a full scale 

invasion, it required long-term planning, stock-piling 

and conscription. 



The Book of  

Esther 

Chapter 1 
The scene is set… 



Esther 1:1-8 

 



Esther 1:1-8 

 



Esther 1:1-8 

 



Esther 1:1-8 

 



Xerxes I 

• Xerxes decided to build a bridge across the 

Hellespont to allow his army to cross into Europe 

• One night a storm destroyed this bridge so he 

ordered those who built it executed, and ordered 

the sea to be given 300 lashes! 



Esther 1:9-17 



Esther 1:9-17 



Esther 1:9-17 



Esther 1:19 



Royal Humiliation 
• Vashti is banished: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Then begins the search for a new queen 

Esther 1:19 



History of the Times 

• By early 480 BC, the preparations were complete, 

and Xerxes‟ army marched towards Europe 

• The Athenian-led Greeks had also been preparing 

for war 
– under the guidance of the Athenian politician Themistocles 

• Themistocles spread the rumour that the Greeks 

were disbanding and lured the Persians into narrow 

water between Salamis & the mainland 

• History records 378 Greek ships vs 1207 Persian  
– Conservative scholars suggest 600-800 Persian 

• Greece was outnumbered at least 2:1 

• Yet wins a decisive victory 



 

History of the Times 

Salamis 



History of the Times 



History of the Times 

• A significant number of historians have stated that 

Salamis is one of the most significant battles in 

human history as it paved the way for the rise of 

Greece 
– Which in turn led to a universal language  

– Suitable for the spread of the gospel! 

• Xerxes is ultimately forced to return to Persia 

Humiliated and despondent 



The Book of  

Esther 

Chapter 2 
The Royal Bride 



A Despondent King 
• Not only had the king lost the battle… 

• He had also lost his bride 

• His servants suggest a plan 

• They would search his realm for the most 

beautiful women 

• Whoever please him most would be queen 



Esther 2:5-7 





Shushan (Susa) 

Part of the remains of Susa. The Susa inscription from King 

Darius states "This palace which I built at Susa" - Louvre Museum 



Shushan (Susa) 



Shushan (Susa) 



Shushan (Susa) 



The New Queen 
• Esther is chosen as queen 

• But Mordecai counsels not to reveal her 

nationality 

 

 



Esther 2:21-23 



The Book of  

Esther 

Chapter 3 
Attempted Genocide 



Esther 3:1-2 



The Plot of Haman 
• “Haman was full of wrath” v5 

• He then sought to kill Mordecai… 

• …And all the Jews in the realm! 

• Haman seeks and audience with the king 

• …speaks ill of the Jews  

• …and advises that the king agree to have all 

the Jews killed 

• Haman even offers to bankroll the project 

• The king is coerced and gives Haman his 

ring as a sign of his authority 

• Letters are then sent setting the day   



The Book of  

Esther 

Chapter 4 
For such a time as this 



Esther 4:1-14 

 



Esther 4:1-14 

 



Esther 4:1-14 

 



Esther 4:1-14 

 



Esther 4:1-14 

 



Esther 4:1-14 

 



For such a time… 
• Esther agrees to petition the king 

• …but calls all the Jews to fast for 3 days 

and 3 nights 

 



The Book of  

Esther 

Chapter 5 
A Royal Banquet 



A Royal Banquet 
• Esther goes to see the king 

• He holds out his royal sceptre 

• Esther invites the king, and Haman to a 

banquet 

• At the banquet the king offers up to half the 

kingdom! 

• Esther then invites the king, and Haman to a 

2nd banquet the following day 

• Haman, full of pride (and drink) marches 

home, only to see Mordecai refusing to bow! 

• Haman orders a gallows built for Mordecai  

 



The Book of  

Esther 

Chapter 6 
A Sleepless Night 



Esther 6:1-10 



Esther 6:1-10 



Esther 6:1-10 



Esther 6:1-10 



Esther 6:1-10 



Esther 6:1-10 



Pride Before a Fall 
• Haman then has to lead Mordecai through 

the streets proclaiming “Thus shall it be done 

to the man whom the king delights to honour” 
– His own words! 

• The people of the city were already bemused 

by Haman‟s edict to kill all the Jews 

• Now they must have scratched their heads 

as Haman publicly honours his adversary! 

• As Haman returns home (with his head 

covered in shame) his wife offers words of 

comfort: 



Esther 6:13 

Pride Before a Fall 



Pride Before a Fall 

1 Peter 5:5-6 



Pride Before a Fall 

Matt 23:12 



Pride Before a Fall 

1 Timothy 3:2-6 



Pride Before a Fall 

Isaiah 14:13-15 

 



The Book of  

Esther 

Chapter 7 
Later that day… 



Esther 6:14 - 7:1 

 

Esther 7  



Esther 7:2-10 

 



Esther 7:2-10 

 



Esther 7:2-10 

 



Esther 7:2-10 

 



Esther 7:2-10 

 



Esther 7:2-10 

 



Haman‟s Gallows 
• Many commentators stress that the „gallows‟ 

should actually be a „cross‟ 

• The Persian‟s „invented crucifixion‟ and 

commentators suggest that Haman was 

„impaled‟ 

• However, in 9:13 we find that Haman‟s sons 

are also „hanged‟ on the „gallows‟ 

• But after they were dead! Ch 9:12-14  

• This was done as a public display! 

• Remember the „Gallows‟ were 50 cubits high 
– 75 feet tall!  





The Book of  

Esther 

Chapter 8 
Reversing The Decree? 



Reversing The Decree? 
• Esther is then granted all of Haman‟s estate  

• Esther tells the king that Mordecai is her 

cousin 

• The king then promotes Mordecai and gives 

him the ring that he had previously given to 

Haman 

• But the edict to kill all the Jews was still in 

force 

• So Esther once again petitions the king 

• The decree cannot be reversed…  

• …but it can be „superseded‟ ! 

 



The Book of  

Esther 

Chapter 9 
The Feast of Purim 



Esther 9:1-4 



Esther 9:1-4 



Esther 9:1-4 



Victory over the enemy 
• On the appointed day, the Jews then have 

victory over their enemies 
– 500 in Shushan 

– 75,000 throughout the realm 

• This becomes a national celebration 

throughout the realm 

• Gifts are sent and it becomes a day of joy 

• The feast of Purim is thus now part of the 

annual Jewish feast-calendar. 

 



The Book of  

Esther 

Chapter 10 
The Humble Exalted 



Esther 10:1-3 



Esther 10:1-3 



Lessons From Esther 
• 1. The most high rules in the kingdoms of 

men, Daniel 4:25 

• 2. We see the silent working of God in 

human affairs. 

• 3. The modesty of Vashti and her convictions 

about exposing herself to the lustful eyes of 

men is a needed example in our day, 1:11-12. 

– For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the 

whole world, and lose his own soul? or what 

shall a man give in exchange for his soul?  

      Matt 16:26, 



Lessons From Esther 
• 4. We see the destructive influence of strong 

drink in the conduct of Ahasuerus toward his 

wife. How many relationships break down 

through excess alcohol? 

– “don‟t be given to wine” 1 Tim 3:3, 3:8   Titus 1:7,2:3 

• 5. Even an oriental moral reprobate like 

Ahasuerus appreciated the chaste beauty of 

the young Jewish virgin. 

• 6. Anti-semitism is not a phenomenon of our 

century. Haman was the Hitler of his day. 



Lessons From Esther 
• 7. We see the evil influence of false pride in 

Haman who would kill a man who would not 

bow before him. 

• 8. In the Persian's law that could not be 

recalled, we see the foolishness of a man, 

organization or government that cannot admit 

it has made a mistake and correct its course. 

• 9. In Haman's evil plot we see the meaning of 
Psalm 76:10, “Surely the wrath of man shall praise 

Thee” 



Lessons From Esther 
• 10. Were we called into the kingdom for such 

a time as this? 4:14. 

– Will you stay silent or speak on behalf of God? 

• 11. To try and fail is not sin, but faithlessness 

is. 

• 12. God always raises up a deliverer for his 

people when they repent and look to Him. 

• 13. The wicked are often hung on their own 

gallows because of God's providence. 



Lessons From Esther 
• 14. Let us remember to thank God for every 

deliverance. 

• 15. We will always be more than conquerors 

through him that loved us, Rom 8:37 
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