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History of the Times 

Medo-Persian Empire 

Greek Empire 

228 Years 

Ezra / Nehemiah / Esther       Haggai / Zechariah / Malachi 

Times of the Gentiles Luke 21:24 

History Prophetic 
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Sabbath Rest For The Land 

2 Chron 36:17-21 



The Seventy Years  

• There are two periods of 70 years 

• ‘The servitude of the nation’  

– Specifically in regard to the PEOPLE 

• ‘The desolations of Jerusalem’ 

– Specifically in regard to the LAND 

  



The Servitude of the Nation 

Jeremiah 29:8-11 



The Servitude of the Nation 

Jeremiah 29:8-11 
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• Servitude ends following the decree 

of Cyrus in summer of 537 B.C. 

- 20th July 537 B.C. (?)  

• The interval is 25,200 days,  
- 70 years of 360 days each. 

(Cf. Jer 29:10 / 2 Chron 36:23) 

- 23rd July 606 B.C. (?) 

• Nebuchadnezzar put Israel under  

  servitude with the 1st Siege of    

  Jerusalem in summer 606 B.C. 

• Daniel deported to Babylon 

The Servitude of the Nation 



The Desolations of Jerusalem 

Jeremiah 25:8-11 

* 

Heb:`owlam i.e. the vanishing point; 

time out of mind 



The Desolations of Jerusalem 

Jeremiah 25:8-11 



Ezekiel 24:1-2 

The Desolations of Jerusalem 
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The Desolations of Jerusalem 

- 10th day of Tebeth, 587 BC (16th Aug 587 B.C.) 

• At the very time the Babylonian army  

  was surrounding Jerusalem, Ezekiel, 

  hundreds of miles away in Babylon,   

  is told to record,  



The Desolations of Jerusalem 

Haggai 2:15-18 
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The Desolations of Jerusalem 
• Haggai, nails the date they ended,  

- 24th day of Kislev, 518 BC (14th Aug 518 B.C.) 

• The interval is 25,200 days,  
- 70 years of 360 days each. 

(Cf. 2 Kings 25:1; Jeremiah 52:4) 



Servitude / Desolations 

Servitude of 

the Nation 

Desolations of 

Jerusalem 

537 BC 

Decree of 

Cyrus 

 518 BC 

Decree of       

Darius the Great 

606 BC 

 1st Siege 

587 BC 

 3rd Siege 

70 yrs 
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Kings of Babylonian Empire 

Nabopolassar 

(627-605) 

Evil-Merodach 

(562-559) Daughter  + Neriglissar    

(559-556) 

Labashi-Marduk    

(2 months 556) Nitocris (d) married  

Nabonidus (556-536) 

Belshazzar      

(553-539) 

Nebuchadnezzar 

(605-562)cc 

2 Kings 25:27 

Jeremiah 52:31 

Jeremiah 39:13 



The Babylonian Empire 

Babylon 

606-539 BC 



Kings of Persian Empire 

Darius (Gubaru) (539-?) 

Ruled Babylon 

Smerdis 

(8 months 521-520) 

Artaxerxes 

Longimanus     

(465-424) 

Cambyses II 

(530-521) 

Cyrus (559-530) 

Darius The Great 

(520 486) (Ezra 4:24) 

Xerxes 

(486-465) 

(Esther) 

(537 B.C. Jews Return Home) 

(Artaxerxes – Ezra 4:7-24) 

(Hystaspes) 

(Work on Temple stopped) 



The Persian Empire 

539-332 BC 



The Book of  

Ezra 



The Book of Ezra 
• 10 Chapters 

• Most probably written by Ezra 

• Purpose:  
– To record the 1st national regathering after the 

Babylonian captivity 

• Theme: 
– End of the Servitude & the rebuilding of the 

Temple 

• Key characters: 
– Ezra, Cyrus, Darius, Artaxerxes 

– Zerubbabel (son of Shealtiel), Jeshua (son of Jozadak)  

– Tatnai (Governor),  



Some Difficulties 

• Zerubbabel is called the son of Shealtiel, but 

also the son of Pedaiah     
 Ezra 3:2, 8; 5:2; Neh. 12:1; Hag. 1:12, 14; 2:2, 23;  

 Matt. 1:12; Luke 3:27 

• Shealtiel and Pedaiah were brothers 1 Chr 3:17-18 

• Apparently Shealtiel died without children 

• So to fulfill the Levitical requirement for 

succession…   Deut. 25:5-10 ‘Levirite Marriage’ 

• Pedaiah (his younger brother) raises up seed 

for his deceased brother  
 



Some Difficulties 
• In Luke’s genealogy he identifies Shealtiel as 

the son of Neri (descendant of Nathan) 

• However, Shealtiel is actually the son of 
Jeconiah (descendant of Solomon)  

– upon whom is a blood curse 



Royal Decent 

Zerubabel 

Shealtiel Pedaiah 

Jeconiah 

Neri (no sons) 

 (adopts  

(Daughter) 



The House of David 

Nathan 

Mattatha 

Menan 

Melea 

Eliakim 

Jonan 

Joseph 

Juda 

Simeon 

Levi 

Matthat 

Jorim 

Eliezer 

Jose 

Er 

Elmodam 

Cosam 

Addi 

Melchi 

Neri 

Salathiel** 

Zerubbabel 

Rhesa 

Joanna 

Juda 

Joseph 

Semei 

Mattathias 

Maath 

Nagge 

Esli 

Naum 

Amos 

Mattathias 

Joseph 

Janna 

Melchi 

Levi 

Matthat 

Heli  

(Mary) 

Solomon 

Rehoboam 

Abijah 

Asa 

Jehoshaphat 

Jehoram 

Ahaziah* 

Joash* 

Amaziah* 

Uzziah 

Jotham 

Ahaz 

Hezekiah 

Manasseh 

Amon 

Josiah 

Jehoiakim* 

Jehoiachin* 

Salathiel** 

Zerubbabel 

Abiud 

Eliakim 

Azor 

Sadoc 

Achim 

Eliud 

Eleazar 

Matthan 

Jacob 

Joseph 

Matthew: Luke: 



Daughters of Zelophehad 

• Torah exception on rules of inheritance 

– Requested of Moses    Numbers 27:1-11 

– Granted by Joshua    Joshua 17:3-6 

• Husband adopted by father of the bride   
  Ezra 2:61=Neh 7:63; Num 32:41, cf. 1 Chr 2:21-23, 34-35 

• Anticipates the lineage of Christ  

– Joseph was the son-in-law of Heli     Luke 3:23 

nomi,zw, nomizo, reckoned as by law 



The Blood Curse on Jeconiah* 

  

       Jeremiah 22:30 

* Also called Jehoiachin 

• Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, son of Jeconiah does not 

become king! Yet the Messiah can 



The Virgin Birth 

• Hinted at the Garden of Eden: 

– “The Seed of the Woman…” Genesis 3:15 

• Prophesied by Isaiah: 

– A Virgin shall conceive…”   Isaiah 7:14 

• Required by the blood curse on the royal 

line            Jeremiah 22:30 



The Book of  

Ezra 

Chapter 1 
End Of The Exile 



Ezra 1:1 



Ezra 1:2-3 



Ezra 1:4 



The Cylinder of Cyrus 



The Cylinder of Cyrus 



Ezra 1:5 



Ezra 1:6-7 



Ezra 1:8 



The Book of  

Ezra 

Chapter 2 
Return From Exile 



Ezra 2:1 



Ezra 2:64-65 

42,360 Returned from Exile  

+ 7,337 servants etc. 

 

Total = 49,697 



The Book of  

Ezra 

Chapter 3 
Return From Exile 



Ezra 3:1-2 



Ezra 3:3-4 



Ezra 3:5-6 



Ezra 3:8 



Ezra 3:11 



Ezra 3:12-13 



The Book of  

Ezra 

Chapter 4 
Delayed Work 



Ezra 3:1-2 



God’s Timing 

• It is incredible to realise that the objections 

of a few ‘locals’ were enough to thwart the 

decree of a Persian king for and prevent the 

rebuilding of the Temple 

• Even more incredible when we remember 

that the ‘law of the Meads and Persians’ 

cannot be altered!  

• Yet until God’s time was right and the 

decreed desolations were ended, the Jews 

were seemingly powerless.  



God’s Timing 

• But mark the contrast when God “stirred up 

the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, 

governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the 

son of Josedech, the high priest, and the spirit of 

all the remnant of the people; and they came and 

did work in the house of the LORD of hosts, their 

God” (Hag 1:14)  

• From this point the Temple was rebuilt in 

just a little over 4 years, two months! 



God’s Timing 
• Cyrus signs decree in 537 B.C. 

• Jews return home (c. 50,000) 

• Nothing is done regarding the temple c.2yrs 
– c.535 B.C. 

• The next 5 years are ‘troublous times’ 

• Cyrus’s son Cambyses > king 530 B.C. 

• The Samaritans seize the opportunity... 

• They petition Cambyses regarding the Jews 

• Cambyses calls a halt to the work (Ezra 4:21) 

• This lasts for another 12 years – to 518 B.C. 

•  19 years from the decree to return home 
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Kings of Persian Empire 

Darius (Gubaru) (539-?) 

Ruled Babylon 

Smerdis 

(8 months 521-520) 

Artaxerxes 

Longimanus     

(465-424) 

Cambyses II 

(530-521) 

Cyrus (559-530) 

Darius The Great 

(520 486) (Ezra 4:24) 

Xerxes 

(486-465) 

(Esther) 

(537 B.C. Jews Return Home) 

(Artaxerxes – Ezra 4:7-24) 

(Hystaspes) 

(Work on Temple stopped) 



The Book of  

Ezra 

Chapter 5-6 
The Work Completed 



Ezra 5:1-2 



Troublous Times 
• Tatnai (the governor) 

– “Who hath commanded you to build this house, 

and to make up this wall?” Ezra 5:3 

• Letter sent to Darius (naming the Elders) 

• A search is made in the archives 

• The decree of Cyrus is found 

• The reply is sent from Darius:  
– “Let the work of this house of God alone” 

• Darius then also makes his own decree 

granting expenses and 
– “all which they have need of” 



Ezra 6:14-15 

 



The Book of  

Ezra 

Chapter 7 
Ezra the Teacher 



Ezra 1:1,6,10 

 



The Kings Decree 
• Artaxerxes commissions Ezra to return to 

Jerusalem 
– All of Israel who are willing may also return  

• They are granted to take silver & gold to 

purchase animals for sacrifice 
– And ‘whatsoever more shall be needful for the 

house of thy God’ 

• All the treasurers ‘beyond the river’ are to comply 

with whatever Ezra wants  

• Ezra and the Levites are not to be taxed  

• Ezra to appoint Godly magistrates & judges 

• A warning given to any who would oppose   



The Book of  

Ezra 

Chapter 8 
Seek ye first… 



My help comes from the LORD 
• Those who were to return with Ezra were 

assembled 

• Ezra then called a fast to seek God’s protection 

• (Their journey was dangerous and they were 

carrying great wealth) 



Ezra 8:22-23 



Ezra 8:31-32 



The Book of  

Ezra 

Chapter 9 
The Discouragement of Disobedience 



Ezra 9:1 



Ezra 9:1-2 

 
• Desert rose? Sometimes it can seem as if you 

are the only one trying to serve Him will all 

your heart (cf. Elijah / Jeremiah / Paul) 



Ezra 9:4-5 

 



National Repentance 
• Ezra then prayed on behalf of the nation… 

• Called the people together… 

• Threatened to ‘excommunicate’ any who did 

not separate themselves… 
– “Then all the congregation answered and said with 

a loud voice, As thou hast said, so must we do” 

Ezra 10:12 

• There has to be separation if we are to know 

the blessing of being His chosen people 
– Rev 18:4 / 2 Cor 6:17   

 



The Book of  

Nehemiah 



Nehemiah 
• 13 Chapters 

• Also written by Ezra (and/or Nehemiah) 

• Theme: 
– End of the Desolations & the rebuilding of 

the city 



The Book of  

Nehemiah 

Chapter 1 
Nehemiah’s Prayer 



Nehemiah’s Prayer 
• In the 20th year of king Artaxerxes of Persia 

– 445 B.C. 

• Nehemiah – the kings cup-bearer - (in 

Susa/Shushan) receives word from Jerusalem 
– “The remnant that are left of the captivity there in 

the province are in great affliction and reproach: 

the wall of Jerusalem also is broken down, and the 

gates thereof are burned with fire” Nehemiah 1:3 

• Nehemiah, no doubt aware of the work of Ezra 

(having assumed all is well), is bewildered and 

commits himself to fast and pray 

• God lays on his heart to petition the king   



The Persian Empire 

Babylon Jerusalem 
Shushan 





The Book of  

Nehemiah 

Chapter 2 
Artaxerxes Decree 



Nehemiah 2:1-4 



Nehemiah 2:1-4 

• Artaxerxes grants Nehemiah’s request 
– Including ‘official letters’ to commence the work 

– Access to the kings forest for trees 

– And a military escort! 



The Book of  

Nehemiah 

Chapter 3 
A Vested Interest! 



Every part doing it’s share! 
• The work to rebuild the wall commences 

• Each man was commissioned to rebuild the 

part of the wall by his own house 
– The people were only too willing to take ownership 

and do a good job 

• They were united within… 

• So the attack comes from without! 

• Chapter 4 details the oppression 

• …and the need to be armed and prepared 

• Chapter 5 deals with just judges 

• Chapter 6 records an assassination attempt 



The Book of  

Nehemiah 

Chapter 7 
A Scribal Error? 



You will find many other numerical “difficulties” 

within scripture, that need guidance given on 

how to discern…eg. compare Ezra 2vv1 and 

2, with Nehemiah 7 vv 6 and 7, and you will 

find exactly the same definition of people 

returning. When you look at the figures 

quoted, they vary considerably, by a couple of 

thousand, although there is massive 

agreement, within the lists.  



To hide behind an “all-embracing” word like 

“inerrant” creates difficulties for people, who 

will end up asking “which one is right?”, 

instead of “how do we interpret that, in the light 

of God’s inspiration of His Word?” 



We all know that there are inherent problems 

with numbers in the Old Testament, because a 

“dot”, or not, above a letter (there are no 

numerals in Hebrew as you will know) can 

change it by a factor of a thousand! And “dots” 

do not survive well on a cracked manuscript. 



To gladly preach (as I have, and will do again) 

that there are no contradictions in scripture, 

will not serve my people well when they come 

across some!  



So when they arise (as on Sunday night) I may 

mention them, rather than try to ignore them, 

and teach right principles of Biblical 

interpretation, (which I did not do on Sunday 

night…there was my mistake…hands up to 

that! but did do in a series entitled “The 

Reliability of the Bible”, before Christmas) so 

that the “discerning” process is stimulated.  

   

 

        -  a minister 



Questions, Questions! 

• Are there numerical ‘difficulties’ in scripture?  

• Ezra vs. Nehemiah – who is right? 

• Are we reduced to trying to decipher cracked 

manuscripts for the truth? 

• What are ‘right principles of Biblical 

interpretation’ 

 



Lists of the Exiles 

• Ezra 2 & Nehemiah 7 we have two lists 

of the returning exiles from Babylon 

• The numbers differ – which is correct? 

 



Ezra 2:1 

Lists of the Exiles 

• Ezra states that he is giving the details 



Lists of the Exiles 

Nehemiah 7:5 



Lists of the Exiles 

• Ezra tells us the exact details 

• Nehemiah tells us what was on the list he 

found! 

• This is evidence that this is not contrived 

• There is no ‘difficulty’  

• This is not a contradiction 

• God’s Word has been preserved!   



The Book of  

Nehemiah 

Chapter 8 
An Expositional Teacher 



Nehemiah 8:1-8 



Nehemiah 8:1-8 



Nehemiah 8:1-8 



The Book of  

Nehemiah 
Chapter 9-10 

A Brief History of the Nation 

and a new covenant 



The Book of  

Nehemiah 
Chapter 11-14 

Living In The Land 
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