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2 Kings 10:1 

• These 70 were either other sons of Ahab, or 

his grandchildren 

• They had been entrusted to the care of the 

rulers/elders to educate and prepare them for 

life as an heir to the throne 



Jezreal 

Samaria 

Samaria 



2 Kings 10:2-3 

• Jehu assumes the elders will be loyal to Ahab 

• Jehu proposes appointing one of these heir’s to 

the throne 

• Jehu will then go to battle against this heir and 

whatever army he can muster 



2 Kings 10:4-5 

• Fearful of Jehu’s power, having seen both 

Jehoram (Israel) and Ahaziah (Judah) put to 

death, they pledge allegiance to Jehu 



2 Kings 10:6 

• As a demonstration of their pledge allegiance to 

Jehu, he asks them to kill the sons of Ahab and 

bring their heads to Jezreel 



2 Kings 10:6b-7 



2 Kings 10:8 

• Putting these decapitated heads at gate served 

two purposes: 

• 1) Being a visual demonstration It would strike 

fear into those who would oppose Jehu 

• 2) Symbolically the gates represented the 

council of the city - It was a demonstration that the 

city’s leaders were with him   



2 Kings 10:9 

• Jehu (possibly mindful of Jezebel’s words re 

Zimri) now tries to calm the people and stop 

any possibility of a challenge to his authority 

• He calls attention to the fact that the 

Elders/Leaders had killed Ahab’s sons – so he 

was not alone in his distain for the dynasty of 

Ahab   



2 Kings 10:10 

• God always fulfils His Word  

• The promises of God are sure, because they 

are based on His unchanging nature 
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Recompense or Reward 

Galatians 6:7 



Psalm 34:15-16 

Recompense or Reward 



Psalm 109:13-17 

 

Recompense or Reward 



2 Kings 10:11-13 

• King & Queen?   = Ahab & Jezebel 



2 Kings 10:14 



2 Kings 10:15-16 



2 Kings 10:17 



2 Kings 10:18-19 



2 Kings 10:20-22 



2 Kings 10:23-24 



2 Kings 10:25-27 



The Cruelty of Jehu? 

• Is this mass slaughter justified? 

• Perspective is key 

• With the benefit of hindsight would we act 

differently?  

• God’s law in Genesis had already stated  
“Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his 

blood be shed” Gen 9:6  

• These ‘servants of Baal’ had killed the 

prophets of the LORD at Jezebel’s command  

• Is an amputation a good thing? 



Purging Out 

1 Corinthians 5:7 



2 Kings 10:28-29 



Hosea 8:4-8 

The Fruit of Sin 



Hosea 8:4-8 

The Fruit of Sin 



2 Kings 10:30 



The History of the Kings of Israel 
Jeroboam 22y 

(c.985 B.C.) 

Nadab 2y 

Baasha 24y 

Elah 2y 

Zimri 1wk 

Tibni  

Ahab 22y 

Ahaziah 2y  

Jehoram 12y 

Jehu 28y 

Omri 12y  

Jehoahaz 17y 

Joash 16y 

Jeroboam 64y 

Zachariah 6mth 

Shallum 1mth 

Menahem10y 

Pekahiah 2y 

Pekah 20y 

Hoshea 9y 
(722 B.C.) 

Hosea / Amos 

Elijah 

Elisha 

Elisha 



2 Kings 10:31 

• Technically Jehu did well  

• But in his heart he failed 



2 Kings 10:32-33 



2 Kings 10:34-36 
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The Stratagems of Satan 

• Murder of Abel    Gen 4 

• Corruption of Adam’s line   Gen 6 

• Abraham’s seed     Gen 12, 20 

• Famine       Gen 50 

• Destruction of male line  Exo 1 

• Pharaoh’s pursuit     Exo 14 

• The populating of Canaan  Gen 12:6 

• Against David’s line   2 Sam 7 



Attacks on David’s Line 

• Jehoram kills his brothers   2 Chr. 21 

• Arabians slew all (but Ahazariah) 

• Athaliah kills all (but Joash)  2 Chr. 22 

• Hezekiah assaulted, etc.   Isa 36, 38 

• Haman’s attempts    Est 3 



New Testament Strategems 

• Joseph’s fears:    Matt 1 

• Herod’s attempts:    Matt 2 

• At Nazareth:     Luke 4 

• 2 storms on the Sea:   Mark 4; Luke 8 

• The Cross 

• Summary:     Rev 12 

  …and he’s not through... 
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