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John Chapter 5 

• Regarded by some as the most significant 
chapter in the gospel of John 

• We see the healing of the man at Bethesda 

• Question: do we really want Jesus to change 
our lives? – are we ready for the consequences? 

• Let the battle commence! 

• Jesus launches four salvos against the ‗Jews‘ 
to prove His deity 

• He calls four witnesses to testify  

• He pronounces His verdict on the ‗Jews‘ 



John Chapter 6 

• The feeding of the 5000 

– Jesus turns down chance to be king! 

• Jesus walks on water 

• Rather than build on His popularity… 

• Jesus lays out His terms and conditions  

– ‗Seeker Friendly‘ He is not!  

– Motivational speaker? – Hardly! 

• True & False conversions 
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 John 5:1-3 

• ‗Bethesda‘ – House of mercy 

• Five porches - Grace 
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 John 5:4-5 

• Angel of light? – 2 Cor 11:14 

• 38 years of wilderness wanderings 

• So near yet so far  

 



 John 5:6 

• ‗Men loved darkness rather than light‘ Jn 3:19 

• „Are you so sick of your old life that you really 
want new life? 

• Are you ready for what it will cost you? 

 



 John 5:7 

• Step no1. Acknowledgement of your need 



 John 5:8-9 



 John 5:10 

• Law vs. Grace 

• Law says ‗you can‘t‘ 

• Grace says ‗you can‘ 

• The Law cannot show mercy 

• What the Law could not do… Grace did 

 



 John 5:11-13 



 John 5:14-16 

• The penalty for violation of the Sabbath was 
stoning – that was what the Jews had in mind   



 John 5:17-18 



Let the battle commence! 

• Jesus launches 4 salvos against the ‗Jews‘ 
 

• Verse 19-23  – The relationship between the  
       Father & Son 

• Verse 24  – The mission of the Son 

• Verse 25-29  – The authority of the Son 

• Verse 30-39  – Four witnesses are called 

 

• Verse 40-47  – The verdict is pronounced! 



 John 5:19-20 

Father/Son Relationship 

Gr. Phileo, not Agape Relationship between equals 



 John 5:21-23 

Father/Son Relationship 



  Acts 17:30-31 

Father/Son Relationship 

• Judgment committed to the Son 



Father/Son Relationship 

 “All through, Jesus manifested a strong personal 

identity, but the dominant note was the 

submission of it all to His Father. He separated 

His holy Self for God‟s purposes, ―For their sakes 

I sanctify Myself‖ (John 17:19). Before He spoke, 

He listened with the inner ear to His Father; He 

never allowed thought to originate from Himself. 

That is the meaning of communion, an intelligent 

determined submission. “Verily, verily, I say unto 

you, The Son can do nothing of Himself, but what 

He seeth the Father do” (John 5:19).     

               - Oswald Chambers  



Father/Son Relationship 
 “The Bible makes it very clear that in and of Himself 

“God is love” The God of Islam and Judaism could 

not be live in and of himself. He would have to create 

other beings in order to have the experience of loving 

or of being loved. Yet consistently, from Genesis 

through Revelation, the Bible presents a God who did 

not need to create any beings to experience love…. 

This God is fully complete in Himself, being three 

Persons… who are separate and distinct yet at the 

same time eternally one God. They loved and 

communed and fellowshipped with each other and 

took council together before the universe, angels, or 

mankind were brought into existence     - Dave Hunt 



Let the battle commence! 

• Jesus launches 4 salvos against the ‗Jews‘ 
 

• Verse 19-23  – The relationship between the  
       Father & Son 

• Verse 24  – The mission of the Son 

• Verse 25-29  – The authority of the Son 

• Verse 30-39  – Four witnesses are called 

 

• Verse 40-47  – The verdict is pronounced! 



The Mission of the Son 

• Notice the T&C‘s:  

• Hearing & Believing 

• Cf. Matthew 13:19-23 

• Absolute assurance 

 John 5:24 



Matthew 13 

• Parable of the four soils: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Spiritually stillborn 

  Matt 13:19 
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• ‗Back-slider‘ – False convert 

  Matt 13:20-21 
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• ‗Back-slider‘ – False convert 

  Matt 13:22 



Matthew 13 

• Parable of the four soils: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• True convert – passed from death to life 

• The evidence of fruit is the real test 

• “Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them” 

  Matt 13:23 



Let the battle commence! 

• Jesus launches 4 salvos against the ‗Jews‘ 
 

• Verse 19-23  – The relationship between the  
       Father & Son 

• Verse 24  – The mission of the Son 

• Verse 25-29  – The authority of the Son 

• Verse 30-39  – Four witnesses are called 

 

• Verse 40-47  – The verdict is pronounced! 



 John 5:25-27 

The Authority of the Son 



 John 5:28-29 

The Authority of the Son 



Resurrections 

• Resurrection of life 

– Resurrection of the just (Luke 14:14) 

– The first resurrection (Rev 20:6) 

– ‗Better resurrection‘ (Heb 11:35) 

– Resurrection of the dead (Phil 3:11) 

– Category rather than a single event 

 

• Resurrection of damnation 

– Resurrection of the unjust 

– Single event 

 



  1 Cor 15:20-24 

Resurrection of Life 



Resurrection of Life 

• Christ – the Firstfruits 

• Those at His coming (Rapture) – 1 Thes 4:16 

• Tribulation martyrs (at 2nd Coming) – Rev 20:4-6 



Resurrection of Damnation 

• Single event for all unbelievers 

 

  Rev 20:12-14 



Resurrection of Damnation 

• Single event for all unbelievers 

 

  Rev 20:12-14 



Let the battle commence! 

• Jesus launches 4 salvos against the ‗Jews‘ 
 

• Verse 19-23  – The relationship between the  
       Father & Son 

• Verse 24  – The mission of the Son 

• Verse 25-29  – The authority of the Son 

• Verse 30-39  – Four witnesses are called 

 

• Verse 40-47  – The verdict is pronounced! 



 John 5:30-31 

Introduction to Jesus‘ Witnesses 



Four Witnesses Are Called: 

• Witness #1 – John the Baptist v32-35 

• Witness #2 – The works of Jesus v36 

• Witness #3 – The Father v37-38 

• Witness #4 – The Scriptures v39 



 John 5:32-35 

Witness #1 – John the Baptist 



 John 5:36 

Witness #2 – The Works 



 John 5:37-38 

Witness #3 – The Father 



 John 5:39 

Witness #4 – The Scriptures 



Let the battle commence! 

• Jesus launches 4 salvos against the ‗Jews‘ 
 

• Verse 19-23  – The relationship between the  
       Father & Son 

• Verse 24  – The mission of the Son 

• Verse 25-29  – The authority of the Son 

• Verse 30-39  – Four witnesses are called 

 

• Verse 40-47  – The verdict is pronounced! 



 John 5:40-44 

The Verdict 



 John 5:45-47 

The Verdict 



Genesis 1:1 

Moses‘ Writings…  

C ם ם  

• 7 words, 28 letters 

• Aleph (1st letter) & Tau (last letter) 

• Greek equivalent = Alpha & Omega 

 • “In the beginning, God, the Alpha & Omega, 
created the heavens and the earth” 
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 John 6:1-4 



 John 6:5-7 



 John 6:8-10 



 John 6:11-13 



 Matt 19:29 

The Labourers Reward 



 John 6:14-15 

• ‗That Prophet‘ – Deut 18:15 

• Moses had led the people across the sea and 
provided food (manna) for them 



The Kingdom at a Price 

 “Command that these stones become bread”—

“satisfy Your own needs and the needs of men 

and You will get the kingship of men.” Was Satan 

right? Read John 6:15, “When Jesus therefore 

perceived that they would come and take Him by 

force to make Him a king . . .” Why? He had just 

fed five thousand of them! yes, but we read that 

Jesus “departed again into a mountain Himself 

alone”; He would not be king at that price.    

              - Oswald Chambers  



The Kingdom at a Price 
 “What is the attitude of the Church to-day? Christ on the 

throne of God? No, Man on the throne of God! The 

temptation which beset Our Lord with such fascination 

and power is the very temptation which is besetting the 

modern Christian—―Heal bodies, cast out devils, feed the 

poor, and men will crown You King.‖ The temptation is 

more powerful to-day than ever it has been in the history 

of the Church, to put men‘s needs first, not God; to spell 

God in the term ―humanity‖; to make God an etcetera for 

blessing humanity. If you heal men and give them bread, 

what do they care about the claims of Jesus Christ? 

Health and happiness is what is wanted to-day and Jesus 

Christ is simply exploited.‖            - Oswald Chambers  



 John 6:16-18 



 John 6:19-21 



A Test Of Spiritual Character 

 “We imagine we would be all right if a big crisis 

arose; but the big crisis will only reveal the stuff 

we are made of, it will not put anything into us.  

 “If God gives the call, of course I will rise to the 

occasion.” You will not unless you have risen to 

the occasion in the workshop, unless you have 

been the real thing before God there. If you are 

not doing the thing that lies nearest, because God 

has engineered it, when the crisis comes instead 

of being revealed as fit, you will be revealed as 

unfit. Crises always reveal character” 

                - Oswald Chambers  



A Test Of Faithfulness 

 “It is only the loyal soul who believes that God 

engineers circumstances. We take such liberties 

with our circumstances, we do not believe God 

engineers them, although we say we do; we treat 

the things that happen as if they were engineered 

by men. To be faithful in every circumstance 

means that we have only one loyalty, and that is 

to our Lord.  



A Test Of Faithfulness 

 “Suddenly God breaks up a particular set of 

circumstances, and the realisation comes that we 

have been disloyal to Him by not recognising that 

He had organised them. We never saw what He 

was after, and that particular thing will never be 

repeated all the days of our life. The test of loyalty 

always comes just there. If we learn to worship 

God in the trying circumstances, He will alter 

them in two seconds when He chooses.” 

                - Oswald Chambers  



 John 6:19-21 
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 John 6:24-26 

• Now in the synagogue at Capernaum 



      Capernaum 



 John 6:27-29 



 John 6:30-32 



 John 6:33-35 

• Our real hunger & thirst is spiritual 

• We try to mask this with the physical 



 John 6:36-39 
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 John 6:56-58 



The Flesh & Blood of Christ 

• Jesus is not advocating cannibalism! 

• In Exodus the Passover lamb was to be 
eaten by way of identification 

• In Leviticus the flesh of the sin/trespass 
offering was to be eaten 

• To eat the flesh was to be identified with 
the offering – acknowledging its death in 
place of the guilty 

• Therefore, to eat the flesh of Christ is to be 
identified with His death in our place 

• That means admitting we are guilty! 

 



Repentance 

 “Repentance to be true must issue in holiness, or 

it is not New Testament repentance. Repentance 

means not only sorrow and distress for the wrong 

done, but the acceptance of the Atonement of 

Jesus which will make me what I have never 

been—holy” 

                - Oswald Chambers  



The Life of The Flesh 

Leviticus 17:11 



Remission through the Blood 

Hebrews 9:22 



The Flesh & Blood of Christ 

• Why does blood make atonement? 

• Because blood speaks of life 
– Without blood you die! 

• On Calvary, Jesus‘ blood was shed for the 
sins of the world 

• His life in exchange for yours & mine 

• God‘s mercy and justice satisfied 

• To drink His blood is identification with His life 

• On the 3rd day He rose to new life… 

• So all who are in Christ also have new life  
 



The Flesh & Blood of Christ 

• The ‗flesh of Christ‘ speaks of His sacrificial 
death in our place 

– It requires our acknowledging of our sin 

– By implication necessitates dying to our old life 

• The ‗blood of Christ‘ speaks of His life  

– If we are partakers of His life, we will be 
beneficiaries of  His new life 



Genesis 40:12-19 



Genesis 40:12-19 

• NB: Holy Spirit‘s hint; ‗bread & wine‘ & 3 days! 

• The butler  

– The cup (Christ‘s life/blood)  

– Lifted up after 3 days, given new life 

• The baker  

– The bread (Christ‘s body) 

– Hung on a tree 

– Flesh eaten as payment for transgression   



The Flesh & Blood of Christ 

1 Cor 11:24-25 



The Flesh & Blood of Christ 

• The ‗flesh of Christ‘ speaks of His sacrificial 
death in our place 

– It requires our acknowledging of our sin 

– By implication necessitates dying to our old life 

• The ‗blood of Christ‘ speaks of His life  

– If we are partakers of His life, we will be 
beneficiaries of  His new life 

• “Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, 
and drink his blood, ye have no life in you” 

• Except you repent and are born again… 



Repent & Recieve 

Acts 2:37-39 



 John 6:59-62 

• Who is willing to ‗hear‘ it? 



What and If…? 

• Stop & consider the reality of this  

• Where do you stand tonight? 

• Are you looking for proof? 

• Are you just looking for blessing? 

• Do you know who He is? 

• He is the Light of the world  

• He is the Bread of life 

• We must snap out of the illusion we call 
life & open our eyes to what‘s real 

 



 John 6:63-65 

• The only ones that will come to Christ are the 
ones the Father has chosen.  

• The ones the Father has chosen are the ones 
who choose to come.  



 John 6:66-69 



 John 6:70-71 



Henrietta C. Mears 

“The theme of John‟s gospel is the deity of Jesus 
Christ. More here than anywhere else His divine 
Sonship is set forth. In this gospel we are shown the 
babe of Bethlehem was none other than the “only 
begotten of the Father.” There are evidences and 
proofs given without number. Although all things were 
made by Him, although in him was life, yet He was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us. No man could see 
God; therefore, Christ came to declare Him.”   

What The Bible Is All About 



Introduction 

John 20:30-31 

John‘s reason for writing: 
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