


Ezekiel 

"Probably no book of the Old Testament 

is as little read as his, and it may well be 

the least popular, as it is the least known 

of the Old Testament"            John Paterson 



Ezekiel 

"We best understand Ezekiel as we try to 

grasp what his own generation should 

have understood..."     Ellison 



Ezekiel 

“The book bears striking similarities to the 

world, church and impending judgment 

today – of which we would do well to take 

heed!      Anon 



Ezekiel 

• Key Thought: 

“Ezekiel taught Israel that before they 

could ever return to their homeland, 

they must return to God”.   



God’s Timepiece 

“Ezekiel is for the Christian today. It is a 

book of the times, for God’s time is 

always revealed by His dealing with the 

Jew”     Henrietta C Mears 



Outline of Ezekiel 

1–3   The Call of the Prophet  

4–24   God’s Judgment on Jerusalem  

 Given before the siege of Jerusalem  

25–32  God’s Judgment on the surrounding Nations  

 Given during the siege 

33–48  The Restoration of the Jews  

 Given after the siege 

  33–36   The return to their land  

   37   They experience new life and unity  

  38–39   They are protected from Gog and Magog  

  40–48   The Millennial Temple & Kingdom 



Outline of Ezekiel 

1–3   The Call of the Prophet  

4–24   God’s Judgment on Jerusalem  

 Given before the final siege of Jerusalem  

25–32  God’s Judgment on the surrounding Nations  

 Given during the siege 

33–48  The Restoration of the Jews  

 Given after the siege 

  33–36   The return to their land  

   37   They experience new life and unity  

  38–39   They are protected from Gog and Magog  

  40–48   The Millennial Temple & Kingdom 



2 Chronicles 36:11-21 
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2 Chronicles 36:11-21 



Israel’s Babylonian Captivity 

1st Siege: 606 B.C. 

2nd Siege: 597 B.C. 

3rd Siege: 587 B.C. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ezekiel’s journey: c. 900 miles 

Approx. 3-4 months journey  



Ezekiel The Priest 

• Ezekiel & his fellow Jews settled next to the 

Chebar River 

– The Chebar was a canal off the Euphrates 

• The book begins 5 years into his time in 

Babylon – as he turns thirty.  

– This would have been the age he normally would 

have begun his priestly service in the temple in 

Jerusalem (cf. Numbers 4:2-3).  

• There was no chance of returning to 

Jerusalem now.  

• Instead, God calls him to be a prophet to take 

his message to his people in Babylon 



Review 

Chapters 1-3 

• Ezekiel's call to the prophetic office (Ch 1) 

• The prophet's commission      (Ch2-3)   

– The charge to speak God's word  

– His duties as a watchman 



Review 

Chapters 4-11 

• Ezekiel’s task had been to show the 

necessity of Jerusalem’s judgment because 

of her disobedience.  

• He had demonstrated the fact of the siege 

through a series of signs, and then he 

explained the reason for the siege through 

two messages and an extended vision.  



Review 

Chapters 12-19 

• However, the people were still not ready to 

accept the fact of Jerusalem’s fall.  

• Therefore, Ezekiel gave a new series of 

signs and messages:  

• Any optimism would be futile; Jerusalem’s 

fate had been sealed. 

– These messages were in the interval between 

the 2nd (Ezekiel’s) and final deportations. 



Chapter 16 

The Parable of an  

Abandoned Baby  



Summary 

• Jerusalem is depicted as an abandoned newborn 

left to die. Rescued from the roadside by God, she 

is transformed from a hopeless 'foundling' into a 

child under His divine protection and care. vv. 1-7 
 

• As she reaches maturity, the Lord enters into a 

covenant of marriage with her. The former outcast 

is elevated to the status of royal queen, sharing in 

His wealth and honour.    vv. 8-14 
 

• The proud queen proves utterly unfaithful and plays 

the harlot with Canaanites and other pagans  

        vv. 15-34  



The Adulterous Wife of YHWH 

This image of Israel is common in Scripture: 

• Isaiah had spoken of the “faithful city that had 

become a harlot.”     Isa 1:21 

• Jeremiah had represented YHWH as remembering 

“the kindness of her youth, the love of her 

espousals.”      Jer 2:2 

• Hosea, the forerunner who, in order that his own 

life might be itself a parable, was ordered to take to 

himself “a wife of whoredom,” one whose character 

was tainted before her marriage   Hos 1:2 



Summary 

• The punishment for this conduct,   vv. 35-43 

is justified, since her depravity is worse than that of 

her two sisters, Sodom and Samaria    

       vv. 44-52  

• Nevertheless, the Lord makes glorious promises of 

restoration for the three sisters     

       vv. 53-58  

• foretelling that penitent Jerusalem will experience a 

glorious reconciliation through an everlasting 

covenant      vv. 59-63  



• This not Ezekiel’s opinion!  
– Without God’s Word, we are lost in a sea of ideas with 

no anchor 

• It is scary that she needs to be told!  
– We have an incredible capacity to justify our sin, so it 

doesn’t seem ‘that bad’ 

• Note: this is a message to Jerusalem  
– The head and heart of the Nation of Israel 

 

Ezekiel 16:1-2 



• A strange metaphor? 

• “These tribes were the most famous, and probably the most 
corrupt, of all the Canaanites. So, Isaiah calls the princes of 
Judah rulers of Sodom” - Clarke 

• Jesus called the pharisees ‘a brood of vipers’ and said they 
were of ‘their father, the devil 

– That is, they bore those characteristics 

– “Israel had the genes of depravity in her being” John Bunn 

Ezekiel 16:3 



The History of Jerusalem 
Source   Approx. Date  Name Used 

Biblical (Genesis) c. 2400 BC – 1400 BC Salem   

 - A city of "Peace" and righteous Priest-Kings for 1000 years 

 

Egyptian Execration c. 1900 BC  Rushalimum  

 - A Canaanite city-state significant enough to be cursed. 

 

Amarna Letters  c. 1350 BC  Urusalim  

 - A vassal city under Egyptian influence. 

 

Biblical (Joshua) c. 1400 BC  Jerusalem  

 - A Jebusite stronghold resisting the Israelite conquest. 

 

Biblical (Samuel)  c. 1000BC  Jerusalem  

 - The Jebusites defeated by king David who made it his capital 

Fallen in apostacy and occupied by the Amorites, then the Hittites 



The History of Jerusalem 
• Ezekiel 16:3 isn't just using "poetic insults"—it is referencing 

a grounded historical reality.  

• First the Amorites then later the Hittites "laid claim" to the 

Jerusalem. 

– The Amorite Claim: The Mountain Kings 

• In the ancient world, "Amorite" was often a broad term for the 

Western Semitic peoples who dominated the hill country of 

Canaan. 

• The Biblical Evidence: In Joshua 10, the King of Jerusalem 

(Adoni-Zedek) is explicitly identified as one of the "five kings of 

the Amorites." These kings formed a military coalition to protect 

their mountain territories against the Israelite invasion. 

– For Ezekiel to call the city's "father" an Amorite is to 

acknowledge that Jerusalem’s early political structure 

and "tough" mountain identity were built by these people. 



The History of Jerusalem 
• Ezekiel 16:3 isn't just using "poetic insults"—it is referencing 

a grounded historical reality.  

• First the Amorites then later the Hittites "laid claim" to the 

Jerusalem. 

– The Hittite Claim: The Cultural Influence 

• The Hittite connection is more complex because their main 

empire was in Anatolia (modern Turkey), but they had a strong 

presence in the Levant as traders and settlers. 

• The Jebusite Link: Many scholars believe the Jebusites (the 

specific group David conquered) were actually a subgroup of the 

Hittites or a related Hurrian/Indo-European people. 

– Ezekiel calls the city's "mother" a Hittite. While the 

Amorites provided the "fatherly" military/political strength, 

the Hittites provided the "maternal" cultural and religious 

framework that shaped the city's early life. 



The History of Jerusalem 

• The reason Ezekiel 16 is so biting is the implication that 

Jerusalem knew better!  

 

• The city wasn't always "pagan"; it had a "rich heritage" 

handed down from Noah. The "genetic" corruption Ezekiel 

describes is the result of the inhabitants departing from that 

heritage and allowing Amorite and Hittite influence to 

overwrite the original "King-Priest" foundation. 

 

• Jerusalem held a legacy of righteousness spanning from 

Melchizedek to the later 'Zedek' kings—a period of c.1000 

years where the city was meant to be a sanctuary, before it 

fully succumbed to the pagan influences Ezekiel condemns. 



The History of Jerusalem 

• Ezekiel’s point is that Jerusalem had a "dual history."  

• One was a lineage of grace and priesthood, but the city 

chose to identify with its darker, "genetic" history of idolatry.  

• By the time of the exile, the city had become: 

– Spiritually Reprobate:  
• Forgetting the "Most High God" of Melchizedek. 

– Culturally Heathen:  
• Identifying with the "mother" (Hittite) and "father" (Amorite) rather than 

the Covenant. 

– Morally Bankrupt:  
• Acting out the "Like father, like son" proverb by repeating the sins of the 

nations Israel was supposed to have expelled. 



Ezekiel 16:4,5 



Ezekiel 16:6 



Ephesians 2:1, 4-10 



Ephesians 2:1, 4-10 



Ezekiel 16:7 



• Reminiscent of the request of Ruth to Boaz  

       Ruth 3:9 

Ezekiel 16:8 



• Preparatory ceremonies for the nuptials.   
– “Wash thyself therefore, and anoint thee, and put thy raiment upon 

thee, and get thee down to the floor”     Ruth 3:3 

• Heb. tachash  porpoise skins 

• “They formed the over-covering of the tabernacle, which 
was, as it were, the nuptial tent of God and Israel (Ex 
26:14), and the material of the shoes worn in the 
wanderings”   - Missler 

 

Ezekiel 16:9,10 



• The marriage gifts to Rebekah  Gen 24:22, 47  

• God says, “This is what I did for Jerusalem.” 

• What do you have to boast about?  

Ezekiel 16:11,12 



• History punctures through the parable, and points 

to the stage which it has now reached, that of the 

magnificence of the kingdom under Solomon. 

Ezekiel 16:13 



• When she became grown, a beautiful young 
lady, she played the harlot. She went over 

(back) into idolatry and turned her back on Him.  

Ezekiel 16:14,15 



• brightly-colored tents on the high places  
      cf. 2 Kgs 23:7 

Ezekiel 16:16 



• Jerusalem forgot the One who had supplied her 

with her wealth, and turned away from Him   

    Deut. 6:10-12; 8:10-20  

• Beginning in Solomon’s reign  1 Kings 11:7-13 and 

untill her fall to Nebuchadnezzar, Jerusalem turned 

from God to idolatry. 

Ezekiel 16:17 



 
Ezekiel 16:18,19 



• Moloch worship… 

Ezekiel 16:20,21 



Moloch Worship 

• Child sacrifice:  

  Cf. 20:26; 23:37-39. Cf Ex 22:29; Jdgs 11:39;  

  2 Kgs 16:3; 21:6; 23:10; Jer 7:31; 19:5; 32:35 

• Never wholly ceased as long as the 

monarchy of Judah lasted  

  2 Kings 16:3; Ps 106:37; Isa 57:5; Jer 7:32;  

  19:5; Mic 6:7; Lev 18:21; 20:2 



• Especially the worship of Baal and Moloch   

        vv. 15-22  

and alliances with heathen nations vv. 23-34 

Ezekiel 16:22,23 



• When the Church lowers her testimony to the carnal tastes 

of the world, she loses everything and gains nothing. 

Ezekiel 16:24,25 



• Alliance with Egypt.  Cf. Isa 30:1ff.; 31:1ff.;  

     2 Kgs 18:21. 

Ezekiel 16:26 



• The Philistines attacked Judah and Jerusalem in 
the reigns of Jehoram 2 Chr 21:16-17  

• and Ahaz 2 Chr 28:16-19  

Ezekiel 16:27 



To be continued.. 


