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Ezekiel

"Probably no book of the Old Testament
IS as little read as his, and it may well be
the least popular, as itis the least known
of the Old Testament" John/Paterson



Ezekiel

"We best-understand Ezekiel as we try to
grasp what his own generation should
have understood..." Ellison




Ezekiel

“The book bears striking similarities to the
world, church and impending judgment
today — of which we would do well to take
heed! Anon



Ezekiel

« Key Thought:

“Ezekiel taught Israel that before they
could ever return to their homeland,
they must return to God”.



God’s Timepiece

“Ezekiel is for the Christian today. It is a
book of the times, for God’s time Is
always revealed by His dealing with the

Jew” Henrietta C Mears



Outline of Ezekiel

1-3  The Call of the Prophet

4-24 God’s Judgment on Jerusalem
Given before the siege of Jerusalem

25-32 God’s Judgment on the surrounding Nations
Given during the siege

33-48 The Restoration of the Jews
Given after the siege

33-36 The return to their land
37 They experience new life and unity

38-39 They are protected from Gog and Magog
40-48 The Millennial Temple & Kingdom
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was one ano twenty years ol0 when pe
began to reign, and reigned eleven years in
Jerusalem.

And be 00 that which was evil in the sigbt of the
Lon his Goo, and humbled not bimse[é efore

Teremial the propbet speaking from the mouth of
the Lon.

And be also rebelled against king Nebuchadnezzar
who had made him swear 6;9 God: but be stiffeneb

bis neck, and hardened his heart from turning unte
the Lord God of Israel.

2 Chronicles 36:11-21




Moreover all the cpief of the priests, and the
peop[e, transgresseo very much after all the
abominations of the beatben,' ano poﬂuteb the

house of the Lord which he had hallowed in
]emsa[em.

And the Lord God of their fathers sent to them by

bis messengers, rising up betimes, and sending;
because he had compassion on his people, and on
his dwelling place:

2 Chronicles 36:11-21




But they mockeo the messengers of Goo, ano
despised his words, and misused his prophets, until
the wrath of the Lord avose against bis people, till
there was no remedy.

Tberefore he brougbt upon them the king of the

Cba[bees, who slew their Young men with the
sword in the house of their sanctuary), ano had o
compassion upon young man or maiden, old man,
ot him that stoope for age: he gave them all into
his hand.




Ano all the vessels of tye house of Goo, great ano
small, and the treasures of the house of the Lord,
and the treasures of the king, and of his princes;
illibetehe bibigcto hibpion:

And tbey burnt the house og Go0, and brake down

the wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the palaces
thereof with fire, and destroyed all the goodly
vessels thereof.

2 Chronicles 36:11-21




Ano them tpat pao escaped [rom the sword carried
be away to Babylon; where tbey were servants to
him and bis sons until the reign of the kingdom of
Persia:

To fulfil the word of the Lord by the mouth of

]eremmb until the [and had en]opeb her sabbatbs:
for as [ong as she [ay desolate she kept sabbatb to
fulfil threescore and ten years.

2 Chronicles 36:11-21
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Ezekiel The Priest

Ezekiel & his fellow Jews settled next to the
Chebar River

— The Chebar was a canal off the Euphrates

The book begins 5 years into his time In
Babylon — as he turns thirty.

—.This would have been the age he normally would
have-begun his priestly service in the templein
Jerusalem (cf. Numbers 4:2-3):

There was no chance of returning to
Jerusalem now.

Instead, God calls him to be a prophet to take
his message to his people in Babylon



Review

Chapters-1=3
» Ezekiel's call to the prophetic office (Ch 1)
* The prophet's commission (Ch2-3)
— The'charge to speak God's word
—His duties as a watchman




Review

Chapters 4-11

» Ezekiel's task had been to show the
necessity of Jerusalem’s judgment because
of her disobedience.

* He had demonstrated the fact of the siege
through a series of signs, and then he
explained the reason for the siege through
two messages and an extended vision.




Review

Chapters 12=19

» However, the people were still not ready to
accept the fact of Jerusalem’s fall.

* Therefore, Ezekiel gave a new series of
signs and messages:

* Any optimism would be futile; Jerusalem’s
fate had been sealed.

—~These messages were In the interval between
the 2nd (Ezekiel's) and final deportations.




THE B()()K OF

EZEKIEL

i h‘a oter 1 6

The Parable of an
Abandoned Baby




Summary

« Jerusalem is depicted as an abandoned newborn
left to die. Rescued from the roadside by God, she
Is transformed from a hopeless ‘foundling’ into a
child under His divine protection and care. vv. 1-7

* As she reaches maturity, the Lord enters into a
covenant of marriage with her. The former outcast
IS elevated to the status of royal queen, sharing In
His wealth and honour. wV. 8-14

« The proud queen proves utterly unfaithful and plays
the harlot with Canaanites and other pagans
vv. 15-34



The Adulterous Wife of YHWH

This image of Israel is common in Scripture:

 |salah had spoken of the “faithful city that had
become a harlot.” Isa 1:21

« Jeremiah had represented YHWH as remembering
“the kindness of her youth, the love of her
espousals.” Jer 2:2

* Hosea, the forerunner who, in order that his own
Ife might be itself a parable, was ordered to take to
nimself “a wife of whoredom,” one whose character
was tainted before her marriage Hos 1:2




Summary

* The punishment for this conduct, wv. 35-43
IS justified, since her depravity is worse than that of
her two sisters, Sodom and Samaria
V. 44-52

* Nevertheless, the Lord makes glorious promises of
restoration for the three sisters
vv. 53-58

« foretelling that penitent Jerusalem will experience a
glorious reconciliation through an everlasting

covenant VvV. 59-63



i the LORD came unto we, |saying,

Son of man, cause Jemsa[em to know ber
abominations

Ezekiel 16:1-2

* This not Ezekiel's opinion!

— Without God’s Word, we are lost in a sea of ideas with
no anchor

* |tis scary that she needs to be told!

— We have an incredible capacity to justify our sin, so it
doesn’t seem ‘that bad’

* Note: this Is a message to Jerusalem
— The head and heart of the Nation of Israel



Ano say), Thus saith the Lord GOD unto Jemsa[em;
Tby birth and tby natioity 7s of the [and oz
Canaan; thy father was an Amovite, and thy
mother an Hittite.

Ezekiel 16:3

« A strange metaphor?

« “These tribes were the most famous, and probably the most
corrupt, of all the Canaanites. So, Isaiah calls the princes of
Judah rulers of Sodom” - Clarke

» Jesus called the pharisees ‘a brood of vipers’ and said they
were of ‘their father, the devil

— That is, they bore those characteristics
— “Israel had the genes of depravity in her being” John Bunn




The History of Jerusalem

Source Approx. Date Name Used

Biblical (Genesis) c. 2400 BC — 1400 BC | Salem
- A city of "Peace" and righteous Priest-Kings for 1000 years

Egyptian Execration c. 1900 BC Rushalimum
- A Canaanite city-state significant enough to be cursed.
Fallen in apostacy and occupied by the Amorites, then the Hittites
Amarna Letters c. 1350 BC Urusalim
- A vassal city under Egyptian influence.

Biblical (Joshua) c. 1400 BC Jerusalem
- A Jebusite stronghold resisting the Israelite conquest.

Biblical (Samuel) c. 1000BC Jerusalem
- The Jebusites defeated by king David who made it his capital




The History of Jerusalem

« Ezekiel 16:3 isn't just using "poetic insults"—It is referencing
a grounded historical reality.

* First the Amorites then later the Hittites "laid claim" to the
Jerusalem.

— The Amorite Claim: The Mountain Kings

«-1n the ancient-world, "Amorite" was often a broad term for the
Western'Semitic peoples-who dominated the hill Country of
Canaan.

« The Biblical Evidence: In Joshua 10, the King of Jerusalem
(Adoni-Zedek) is explicitly identified-as-ene of the "five kings.of
the Amorites." These kings formed a military coalition to protect
their mountain territories against the Israelite invasion.

— For Ezekiel to call the city's "father" an Amorite is to
acknowledge that Jerusalem’s early political structure
and "tough" mountain identity were built by these people.



The History of Jerusalem

« Ezekiel 16:3 isn't just using "poetic insults"—It is referencing
a grounded historical reality.

* First the Amorites then later the Hittites "laid claim" to the
Jerusalem.

— The Hittite Claim: The Cultural Influenee

«.:The_Hittite connection is more complex because their main
empire was:in Anatolia (modern Turkey), but they had.a strong
presence in the Levant as traders and settlers.

« The Jebusite Link: Many schelars believe the Jebusites (the
specific group David conquered) were actually a subgroup-ofithe
Hittites or a related Hurrian/Indo-European people.

— Ezekiel calls the city's "mother" a Hittite. While the
Amorites provided the "fatherly" military/political strength,
the Hittites provided the "maternal” cultural and religious
framework that shaped the city's early life.



The History of Jerusalem

« The reason Ezekiel 16 is so biting is the implication that
Jerusalem knew better!

« The city wasn't always "pagan"; it had a "rich heritage"
handed down from Noah. The "genetic" corruption Ezekiel
describes is the result of the inhabitants departing from that
heritage and allowing Amorite and Hittite influence to

overwrite the original "King-Priest" foundation.

« Jerusalem held a legacy of righteousness spanning from
Melchizedek to the later 'Zedek' kings—a period of ¢c.1000
years where the city was meant to be a sanctuary, before it
fully succumbed to the pagan influences Ezekiel condemns.



The History of Jerusalem

Ezekiel’'s point is that Jerusalem had a "dual history."

One was a lineage of grace and priesthood, but the city
chose to identify with its darker, "genetic" history of idolatry.

By the time of the exile, the city had become:

— Spiritually-Reprobate:
» Forgetting the "Most High God"of Melchizedek.

— Culturally Heathen:

* |dentifying with the "mother" (Hittite) and “father" (Amorite) rather than
the Covenant.

— Morally Bankrupt:

« Acting out the "Like father, like son" proverb by repeating the sins of the
nations Israel was supposed to have expelled.



Ano 4s Jor tyy natioity), m the 0ay thou wast
tby navel was not cut, neither wast thou washed
in water to supple tpee thon wast not salted at
all, nor swaddled at all.

None eye pitieo tbee, to 00 any of these unto tbee, to
have compassion upon tbee,- but thou wast cast
out in the open fielo, to the lothing of thy person,
in the 04y that thou wast born.

Ezekiel 16:4.5




And when I passeo by tbee, and saw thee poﬂuteb 17
thine own B[oob, I said unto thee when thou wast
in thy blood, Live; yea, I said unto thee mpen thou
wastin thy blood, Live.

For when we were yet without strength, in due tiwme
Chyrist died for the ungodly.

For scarcely for a righteous wan will one die: yet
peradventure for a good man sowe would even dare
to Ote.

But God commendethy bis love toward us, in that,

while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Romans 5:6-8




Ano you hath he qm’ckeneb, who were dead in
trespasses ano sims....

But God, who is rich in wiercy, for bis great love
wherewith he loved us,

Even when we were dead in s, hath qm’ckeneb 7R
together with Christ, (by grace ve are saved)

And hath vaised us up togetbev, anod maoe us sit

togetbev m beaven[y p[aces in Christ Jesus:
Ephesians 2:1, 4-10




That in the ages to come he migbt shew the exceeonny
riches of his grace in his kindness toward us tbvougb
Chyrist Jesus.

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not
of yourselves: it is the gift of Goo:

Not of works, lest any wan should boast.

For we are his wovkmansbip, created in Christ Jesus
Unto gooo wovks, which God hath befove 010aImed
that we should walk in them.

Ephesians 2:1, 4-10




I have cansed thee to mu[tip[y as the bud of the
field, and thou hast increased and waxen great,

and thou art come to excellent ornaments: 4y
breasts are fashioned, and thine hair is grown,
whereas thou must naked and bare.

Ezekiel 16:7




Now when I passeo by tbee, and looked upon tbee,
behold, thy time muasthe time of love; and I spread

anb covered thy nakedness:

yea, I sware unto thee, and entereo mto d
covenant with tbee, saith the Lord GOD, ano thou
becamest mine.

Ezekiel 16:8

« Reminiscent of the request of Ruth to Boaz
Ruth 3:9




washed 1 thee with water} yea, I throughly
waseb awa thy blood from thee, and I anointed|
thee with oil.

I clothed thee also with broidered work, and shod thee

witanb I girded thee about with

me limen, and I covered thee wit si[k.
Ezekiel 16:9,10

* Preparatory ceremonies for the nuptials.

— “Wash th/self therefore, and anoint thee, and put thy raiment upon
thee, and get thee down to the floor” Ruth 3:3

* Heb. tachash porpoise skins

« “They formed the over-covering of the tabernacle, which
was, as it were, the nuptial tent of God and Israel (Ex
26:14), and the material of the shoes worn in the
wanderings” - Missler




I Oecred thee also with ornaments, and I put
bracelets upon tby banbs, and a chain on tby neck.

Amd I put a jewel on thy forehead, and earrings in
thine ears, and a beautiful crown upon thine head.

Ezekiel 16:11,12

* The marriage gifts to Rebekah Gen 24:22, 47
« God says, “This is what | did for Jerusalem.”
 What do you have to boast about?



Thus wast thou decked with go[b ano si[ver; ano tby
raiment was of fine [iner;( and silk, and broidered

work; thou didst eat fine flour, and honey, and oil:
and thou wast exceeding beautiful, and thou didst
rosper mto d Ringoom.

Ezekiel 16:13

« History punctures through the parable, and points
to the stage which it has now reached, that of the
magnificence of the kingdom under Solomon.




thy renown went forth among the heathen for
thy beauty: for it muasperfect through my
come[iness, which 1 had put upon tbee, saith the
Lord GOD.

But thou didst trust in thine own Beauty, ano
p[ayebst the harlot becanse of tby renown, ano

pouredst out thy fornications on every one that
passed by; his it was.

Ezekiel 16:14,15

 When she became grown, a beautiful young
lady, she played the harlot. She went over

(back) into idolatry and turned her back on Him.




S —
Ane oou D10St tare, and

[aces with divers colours

and playeost the harlot thereupon: tpe like
things shall not come, neither shall it be so

Ezekiel 16:16

* brightly-colored tents on the high places
cf. 2 Kgs 23:7




gold and of my s1[vez wbw I had given

thee, and madest to thyself images of men,
and didst commit whoredom with tbem,

« Jerusalem forgot the One who had supplied her
with her wealth, and turned away from Him
Deut. 6:10-12; 8:10-20

* Beginning in Solomon’s reign 1 Kings 11:7-13 and
untill her fall to Nebuchadnezzar, Jerusalem turned
from God to idolatry.




And tookest tZy broidered garments, and
coveredst themw: and thou gast set mine oil
and mine incense before them.

My meat also which I gave thee, fine flour,
and oil, and honey, wherewith1 fed thee,

thou hast even set it before tgem for a sweet

SAVOUT: and Lpus it was, saith the Lord

GOD.
Ezekiel 16:18,19




Moreover thou hast taken tby SOnSs ano tby
baugbtevs, whom thou hast borne unto me,
and these hast thou sacviﬁceb unto them to be
devoured. Is this of tby whoredoms a small
matter,

That thou hast slain my childven, and delivered
them to cause them|to pass tbrougb tée ﬁ're
for them] |

* Moloch worship...




Moloch Worship

» Child sacrifice:
Cf. 20:26; 23:37-39. Cf Ex 22:29; Jdgs 11:39;
2 Kgs 16:3; 21:6; 23:10; Jer 7:31; 19:5; 32:35
* Never wholly ceased as long as the
monarchy of Judah lasted

2 Kings 16:3; Ps 106:37; Isa 57:5; Jer 7:32,
19:5; Mic 6.7, Lev 18:21; 20:2



whoredoms thou hast not remembered the
04ys of tby youtb, when thou wast naked
and bare, and wast polluted in thy blood.

And it came to pass after all thy wickedness,
(woe, woe unto thee! saith the Lord GOD;)

Ezekiel 16:22,23

« Especially the worship of Baal and Moloch
vv. 15-22
and alliances with heathen nations vv. 23-34



p[ace, and hast made thee an bigb p[ace 117
every street.

Thou hast built tby bigb p[ace at every) head
of the way), and hast made thy beauty to be

abboweb, and hast openeod thy feet to every
one that passed by, and multiplied thy

whoredows.

* When the Church lowers her testimony to the carnal tastes
of the world, she loses everything and gains nothing.




Thou past also committec
Egyptians thy neighbours, great of flesh; and

hast increased tby wboreboms, to pro'voke
we to anger.

Ezekiel 16:26

« Allilance with Egypt.  Cf. Isa 30:1ff.; 31:1ff.;
2 Kgs 18:21.



Beholo, tperejore I have stretched out my hand
over tbee, and have diminished thine
0r0inary) fooﬁ, and delivered thee unto the

will of them that hate tbee, the baugbters of
the Pbi[istines, which ave ashamed of tby

lewd wav.

 The Philistines attacked Judah and Jerusalem in
the reigns of Jehoram 2 Chr 21:16-17

« and Ahaz 2 Chr 28:16-19






