


Lessons To Remember

1. Not all preachers are cast in a common mold.
We must-not expect it nor despise those who are
different from our favorite.

2. God desires the salvation of all men.

3. Each man must bear the responsibility for his
own sin (18:20).

4. Anyone can condemn his enemies, but it takes a
great man to rebuke his friends.

5. The terrific responsibility that rests upon God's
messengers should cause them to remain faithful.

6. The church in every age needs hard-headed
preachers like Ezekiel.



Lessons To Remember

/. -The minister must not let personal griefs and
disappointments injure his ministry.

8. The work of preaching God’'s message is no bed
of roses. Sometimes God'’'s man finds himself
among Scorpions.

9. As a faithful watchman, the preacher must warn
the sinner of his folly.

10. Before one can be effective as a teacher, he
must see the problem from the other man's point of
view.

11. The fall of Judah was not due to God's
weakness or some failure on his part, but because
of their sins.



Lessons To Remember

12.. God will-not always strive with sinful men.

13. Israel had to learn that they had not been
chosen to rule the world but to lead men to the
knowledge of the one God.

14. What He cannot do for us (because of us) He
can do for his own name-sake.

15. Israel was not God'’s elected favorite, but His
Selected servant (Harrell).

16. God wants us to see His great love as shown in
the story of the good shepherd.

17. Here we see the value of repentance and
forgiveness.




Lessons To Remember

18. Before they could hope to return to Jerusalem
they hadto return to God -- so also must we.

19. It is personal faith and obedience, not ancestry,
that determines our standing before God (18:1-32):

20. From God flows the life-giving stream that will
heal and save all who come to it and drink:

21. God works his will among the nations that the
world may know that He is Jehovah.

22. The exile was an act of grace on God's part.
The real sinners were left in Jerusalem for fiery
punishment.



Lessons To Remember

* 23. One day, God's people will live with him in the

heavenly-city, Jehovah-Shammah (48:395)
— "The LORD is there"

* 24. "It is the prophet who has raised the race from
ignoble sleep, -has filled its imagination with lofty
Ideals, has moved it for costly sacrifices, has led it
to victory" (John Watson).

— List complied by John H. Waddey
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The Parable of the Vine
that would not bear fruit



Scriptural ldioms of Israel

There are at least 4 idioms for Israel :

* 1) The Olive Tree

* 2) The Fig Tree Parable of Jotham
° 3) The Vine Judges 9:7-15

* 4) The Bramble Bush




Parable of Jotham
Judges 9:7-15

The Olive Tree as an idiom of the covenant
relationship between YHWH and Israel:
Rom 11 & Jer 11

The Fig Tree is a common idiom which speaks of
Israel in a national sense:
Matt 24:32

The Vine speaks of the Spiritual relationship between Israel
and YHWH & the divine mission

Isa 5 & Hos 10

The Bramble Bush is idiomatic of Israel in terms of
their failure: Jdg 9:14,15



And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying,

Son of man, What is the vine tree wore than any
tree, or than a branch which is among the trees of
the forest?

* The vine is one of the figures of the nation Israel.
“For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house
of Israel ...” Isa. 5:7: cf. Gen 49:22: Deut 32:32: Hos 10:1:

Isa 5:1-7; Jer 2:21; Ezk 17:.6; Ps 80:8-16
* What is more special about a vine than other trees?

* Nothing...
* ...other than when it fulfills its purpose!




And the word of the Lord came unto we, saying,
Son of man, What is the vine tree wore than any

tree, or than a branch which is among the trees of
the forest?

* What is the purpose of a vine?

* To produce fruit!



shall wood be taken thereof to d0 any work? or will
men take a pin of it to hang any vessel thereon?

Behold), it is cast into the fire for fue[ét e fire

bevouretb both the ends of it, and the midst of it is

burned. 1s it meet for any work?

Ezekiel 15:1-4

* Is it useful for anything else?

* Can it be used fashioned into anything useful?
* No!

* Itis useless (unless it is fulfilling its purpose!)



Behold, when it was whole, it was meet for no work:
how nuch less shall it be meet yet for any work,
when the fire hath devoured it, and 1t 1 burned?

Tberefore thus saith the Lord Goo; As the vine tree
among the trees of the [forest, which T have given to

the fiwz for fuel, so will 1 give the inhabitants of

* The purpose of vine is not furniture, et al: it either
produces fruit, or is burnt up in fire...
* Ezekiel uses this powerful analogy to humble the

proud in Israel who saw themselves as God's elected
favorite, rather than His selected servant



And 1 will set my face against th em they shall go ont
from one five, and another fire sha [ devour thems
and ye shall know that 1 am the Lord, when I set my

face against them.

And I will make the [and besolate, because tbe;g have
committed a trespass, saith the Lord Goo.

Ezekiel 15:7-8

* Consider here the end for an unfruitful vine!
* What is the implication for us?

* What will be the end for Israel?



I am tbe and wry Father is the husbandman.

John 15:1

* am0woc Gr. Aléthinos

* ‘That which has not only the name and
resemblance, but the real nature corresponding to
the name, in every respect corresponding to the
idea signified by the name, real, true genuine’

— Opposite to what is fictitious, counterfeit, imaginary,
simulated or pretended

— |t contrasts realities with their semblances
— Opposite to what is imperfect defective, frail, uncertain



Vines

There are two other vines in scripture:

One was divinely appointed to lead men to God
— Psalm 80:8-15 (Israel)

The other professed to lead men to ‘God’
— Revelation 14:9 (The Vine of the Earth)

Both of these failed to led men to God, so Jesus
came as the true Vine

— He was not imperfect or defective

— He was without deceit

He completed the work of leading men to God!




Degenerate Plant

Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt: thou hast
cast out the beal:Zen, and planted it.

Thou preparedst room before it, and didst cause it to
take deep root, and it filled the [and.

The bills were covered with the shadow of it, ano the
Bougbs tbereof were [ike the goob[y ceoars.

she sent out ber bougbs unto the sed, and her
branches unto the river.




Degenerate Plant

Why hast thou then broken down bher bebges, s0 that
all tbeg which pass by the way do pluck her?

The boar out of the wood doth waste it, ano the wild
beast of the field doth devour it.

Return, we beseech thee, O God of hosts: [ook dorm
from heaven, and behold, and wisit this vine;

And the vineyard which thy right hand hath planted,
and the branch that thon madest strong for thyself.




Degenerate Plant

Now will 1 sing to my wellbeloved a song of m
beloved toucbing his vineyan. My weﬂbe?o'veb ath a
vineyaro in a very fmit [ Gill:

And he fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof,

and p[anteb it with the choicest vine, ano built a tower
in the midst of it, and also made a winepress therein:
and he looked that it should bring forth grapes, and it
brought forth wild grapes.




Degenerate Plant

And now, O inbabitants of Jerusalem, and men of
Judaly, judge, I pray you, betwixt me and wy vineyard.
What cou(b have been done more to my vineyard,

that 1 have not done in it? wbevefore, when 1 [ooked
that it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild

qrapes?

Isaiah 5:1-7



Degenerate Plant

And now go to 1 will tell you what 1 will do to my
rnegard: T will take away the hedge thereof, and it
sba[[vbe eaten wp; and break down the wall tbereof and
it shall be trodden down:

Amd I will lay it waste: it shall not be pruned, nor
digged; but there shall come up briers and tboms 1 will
also command the clouds that tbe;g Tain no Yam upon




Degenerate Plant

For the vineyaro of the LORD o[ hosts is the house of
Isvael, and the men og Judab bis pleasant plant: and he

[ooked for judgment, but behold oppression; for
righteousness, but behold a cry.

Isaiah 5:1-7




Degenerate Plant

Yet I had planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right
seed: how then art thou turned into the degenerate

plant of a strange vine unto me?
Jeremiah 2:21




Degenerate Plant

Israel were to be a withess to the nations,
testifying to the God of Abraham, Isaac & Jacob

Through this vine, the nations were to come to
the knowledge & fear of the One true God

But... Israel (through disobedience) became a
degenerate plant, thus a byword & proverb

Rather than being a witness they brought God'’s
name into disrepute

However, the Jewish religious leaders still
thought they were the only way to God

— This is the pride Ezekiel is addressing



National Warning #1

And think not to say) within youvse[ves, We have 4
Abyaham to our father: for I say unto you, that God
is able of these stowes to vaise up childven unto
A[)mbam.

And now also the axe is [aid unto the root of the
trees: thevefore every tree which bringeth ot forth
g00d fruit|is hewn down, and cast into the fire.

Matthew 3:9-10




National Warning #2

Hear anotler pamb[e: There was a certain
bousebo[bev, which p[&mteb a [Uneyaro, ano bebgeb it
vound about, and digged a winepress in it, and built
a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and went into
a fmf country:

And when the time o£ the fmit Ovew near, he sent
his seruants to the hus anowen, that tbey migbt

receive the fruits of it.

Matthew 21:33-43




National Warning #2

And the husbandmen took his servants, and beat
one, and killed another, and stoned another.

Agam, he sent other servants wove than the fivst:
and they 010 unto them likewise.

But [ast of all he sent unto them bis s0M,|8aymg,
They will reverence my son.

Matthew 21:33-43




National Warning #2

But when tbe husbandwen saw the son, tbey sa10
amony tbemse[ves, This is the beiv; come, let us kill
bim, and let us seize on his inberitance.

And they canght him, and cast him out of the
ligdlrd v i

Matthew 21:33-43




National Warning #2

When tbe 0710 tbevefore of the Umeyaro cometb
what will he 0o unto those husbandmen?
They say unto him, He will m1semb[y 0estroy

those wicked wien, and will [
other husbandwen|which shall vender him the fruits
in their seasons.

Matthew 21:33-43

* Who Is now producing ‘fruit’ for the Lord of the
vineyard?
x ‘Fy)e Church’— this is the season of the gentiles

i L
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National Warning #2

Jesus saith unto thew, Did ve never vead in the
scriptures, The stone wéicb the builders rejecteo, the
same is becowe the head of the corner: this is the
Lovd's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?

Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God
shall be taken trom you, and) given to a nation
bringing forth the fruits thereof. y.cow 21-23.43

The ‘nation’ to'whom the kingdom of God is given
willBring forth the fruit that Israel failed to do

e N
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But ye are a chosen geveration, a voyal priesthood,

an bo/[y nation, a peculiar people; that ye should

shew forth the praises of bim who hatly called You
out of darkness into his marvelous light:

A

v

1 Peter 2:9

g

Whevefore, wry brethren, ve also are becowe dead
to the [aw 639 the Boby of vaist; that e should be
marvied to another, even to him who is raised from
the dead, that we s(;ou[b bring forth Umit unto Goo

Romans 7:4




National Warning #2

And whosoever shall fall on tbw stone shall be
broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind
him to powder.

And when the cbwf priests and Pharisees had
heard bis pavables, tbe‘o perceived that he spake of

them.

Matthew 21:44-45




Vines

There are two other vines In scripture:

One was divinely appointed to lead men to God
— Psalm 80:8-15 (Israel)

The other professed to lead men to ‘God’
— Revelation 14:9 (The Vine of the Earth)

Both of these failed to led men to God, so Jesus
came as the true Vine

— He was not imperfect or defective

— He was without deceit

He completed the work of leading men to God!




Vine of Deception

And another ange[ came out fvom the a[tav, which
had power over fire; and cried with a loud cry to

him that had the sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in thy
[ifzméjﬁk[e, vﬁgatbev the clusters of |the vine of
he earth er

 fo grapes ave fully ripe.
And the anfe[ thrust in bis sickle into the eavtb,
ano gatfyeveb the vine of the earth|and cast it into

the great winepress of the wrath of God.
Rev 14:18-19




Vine of Deception

An there foﬂoweb another ange[, saymg
18 [a[[en, is fallen, that great city, becanse|she wade

all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of

fornication. e

* Babylon is representative of the apostate
religious system

— which began & ends there (Babel)



Vine of Deception

* This ‘Babylonian’ vine Is the epitome
false religion

— Began with Cush, founder of Babel

* Hermes — 'son of Ham
* ‘Confounder’ (Jer 50 2)

— Established by Nimrod (Bar-Cush)
— Propagated by Semaramis
* It promises a way to spiritual security...

* ...but leads to destruction & the cup of wrath of
God

— cf. Numbers 5: ‘Penalty for Adultery’



The True Vine

So... in John 15,

* ltis in contrast to these two vines ...

— Vine of Israel

— Vine of the Earth
* ...neither of which can lead anyone to the Father

* ...that Jesus says:
* ‘I AM the true (without defect or deceit) Vine’

Note:
* Avine produces that which is presented to a king



I am the true U1ne, and my Father is the husbandman.

John 15:1

* Lessons for the Church...



Every branch in we that beaveth not fmit he taketh
away: ano every) branch that beareth fvmt he

purgeth it, that it way bring forth wore fvmt
John 15:2

1) What does it mean for an unfruitful branch to be
taken away?
— |Is Jesus referring to believers or unbelievers?

2) What does it mean for fruitful branches to be
purged?

3) What is the fruit that should be produced?




The Fruit

“Being a disciple is not to be a ‘spectator sport’;
active participation is mandated. Whilst we can
do nothing to earn our salvation (Eph 2:8),
bearing fruit is the evidence that our faith and
profession are genuine.

The fruit (whilst almost certainly manifesting itself
through good works) is not works themselves,

but the ‘peaceable fruit of righteousness’ (Heb
12:11).



The Fruit

“I do not believe that the fruit mentioned here
refers to soul-winning, as so many people seem
to think. | believe soul-winning is a by-product
but not the fruit itself.

The fruit is the fruit of the Spirit. “But the fruit of
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness,
temperance . . .” (Gal. 5:22-23).

This is fruit in the life of the believer. Abiding in
Christ will produce effectual prayer, perpetual
fruit, and celestial joy:.”

J Vernon McGee



A Clear Distinction!

Ye shall know themw by) their fmits. Do wien gatbev
grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?

Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit;
but a corrupt tree bringeth ;ovtb evil zmit.

A goo0 tree cannot bring torth evil TUit, neither

can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.
Matt 7:16-22

* If there is no fruit, you have to question the
connection to the Root!




Abiding In Christ

Abide in we, and I 1 you. As the branch canmot bear
fruit of itself, exccept it abide in the wine; no wore can
ve, except ye abide in we.

I am the UIne, ye are the branches: He that abideth in
we, anod I n bim, the same bvingetfy fow:b winch fmit:
for without we ye can do nothing.

John 15:4-5




A Warning Against Complacency

Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast,
thou bearest not the root, but the voot thee.

Thou wilt say then, Tée branches were broken off,
that T might be graffed n.

Well; because of ﬁmbe[ief they were broken off, ‘anb
thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, but fear:

Rom 11:15-24




A Warning Against Complacency

For if God spared not the natuval branches, take

heed

Behold therefore the goodness and severity of Goo:

on them which fell, severity; but toward thee

goodwess, if thou continue in his goodwess: otherwise
hou also shalt be cut off. Rom 11:15-24

* Do not make the same mistake as the proud Jews
iIn Ezekiel's day!

* As gentiles we are not now God's elected favorite!

* Rather, we can by faith be His selected servant




A Warning Against Complacency

And they also, if they abide not still in unbelief,
shall be graffed in: for God is able to graff thew in
again.

For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree which is

wild by nature, and wert graffed contrary to nature
mto a Zoob olive tree: how wuch more shall tbese,
which be the natural ancbes, be gmffeb into their
own olive tree] Rom 11:15-24

* Note: The hope for the Nation of Israel in v24!



Every branch in we that beaveth not fmit he taketh
away: ano every) branch that beareth fvmt he

purgeth it, that it way bring forth wore fvmt
John 15:2

1) What does it mean for an unfruitful branch to be
taken away?
— |Is Jesus referring to believers or unbelievers?

2) What does it mean for fruitful branches to be
purged?

3) What is the fruit that should be produced?



Every branch in we that beaveth not fmit he taketh

away anb every branch that beareth fvmt he
that it may bring forth more fvmt

John 15:2

* Purgeth? A strange, but carefully chosen word
* Gr. kathaird, which means ‘to cleanse’

* Lit. drain poison from the system

* This is what our Husbandman does with us

* The process is called ‘Sanctification’

* It causes us to bear more fruit



Purging

* Many times in our Christian walk, our Heavenly
Father will cut us back to the Root.

* We can get so absorbed in our daily routine, or
our ministry etc., that we forget that first and
foremost, our Heavenly Father simply wants us

to have a relationship of abiding in Christ
— Cf Martha and Mary (Luke 10:40)



Purging

For they verily for a fen baysus after
7

their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we
migbt be partakevs of his holiness.
Now no cbastem’ng fov the present seemeth to be

joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterwand it
vieldeth the|peaceable fruit of righteousnessjunto
them which are exercised tbeveby.

Hebrews 12:10-11

* Gr. paideuo, discipline, correction



Every branch in we that beaveth not fmit he taketh
away: ano every) branch that beareth fvmt he

purgeth it, that it way bring forth wore fvmt
John 15:2

1) What does it mean for an unfruitful branch to be
taken away?
— |Is Jesus referring to believers or unbelievers?

2) What does it mean for fruitful branches to be
purged?
3) What is the fruit that should be produced?



The Contrast
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Jesus in this discourse (John 13-17) contrasts 4x
the way of His disciples and the way of the world

The final one here being that a disciple bears fruit
whereas those who do not abide in Christ do not &

cannot




The Saved & The Perishing
-"..- .

Ye shall know themw B}g their fmits. Do wien gatbev
grapes of tboms, or figs of thistles?

Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit;
but a corrupt tree bringeth zovtb evil zmit.

A goo0 tree cannot bring torth evil TUit, neither

can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.
Matt 7:16-22




The Saved & The Perishing

Every tree that bvmet not forth good fruit is

Wbevefove by tbew fvmts e sfya know tbem
Matt 7:19-20




If a man a[)ibe he is cast fovtb as a bmncb,

ano 18 witbeveb; ano wen gatbev tbem, and cast them

into the fire, and they are burned.

John 15:6

* We each have a choice of abiding in Christ™
* If we choose not to...

* If wesahose not to fulfil the purpose for which
we were created...

* We are not fitted for any other purpose...

* We devalue ourselves and the only option for us
IS to be cast into the fire




Summary

“In John 15:1-6, Jesus effectively underlines that
which He already told the disciples, that He was
the only way to the Father (John 14:6). Israel were

no longer a vine whose fruit would lead t
nations to the Father. Neither could the vine of t
earth (Rev 14:19) bear any good spiritual fruit. T

ne
ne

ne

only Vine of value was the True Vine. Through His

propitiation for the whole world (1 John 2:2),

all

mankind now had the opportunity of abiding in the
Vine. However, if any branch abide not in the
Vine, it would be spiritually fruitless, and therefore

taken away to wither and finally be burned.

What an incredible picture of the person who rejects

Christ!

CC Poole: Study Notes on John 15:6



1t is burned with fire, it 18 cut down: tbey peﬁs[y at the
rebuke of thy countenance.
Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand,
A u&on [tfbe son of man whom thou madest strong for
Y thyself.
88 5o will not we go back from thee: quicken us, and we
will call upon thy name. it
8 Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts, cause thy face to &
= shine; and we shall be saved. o










Lessons To Remember

1. Not all preachers are cast in a common mold:
We must-not expect it nor despise those who are
different from our favorite.

2. God desires the salvation of all men.

3. Each man must bear the responsibility for his

own sin (18:20).

4. Anyone can condemn his enemies, but it takes a
great man to rebuke his friends.

5. The terrific responsibility that rests upon God's
messengers should cause them to remain faithful.
6. The church in every age needs hard-headed
preachers like Ezekiel.

John H Waddey



Lessons To Remember

7. - The minister must not let personal griefs and
disappointments injure his ministry.

8. The work of preaching God's message is no bed
of roses. Sometimes God's man finds himself
among Scorpions.

9. As a faithful watchman, the preacher must warn
the sinner of his folly.

10. Before one can be effective as a teacher, he
must see the problem from the other man's point of
view.

11. The fall of Judah was not due to God's
weakness or some failure on his part, but because
of their sins.




Lessons To Remember

12. God will.not always strive with sinful men.
13. Israel had to learn that they had not been
chosen to rule the world but to lead men to the

knowledge of the one God.
14. What He cannot do for us (because of us) He

can do for his own name-sake.

158. Israel was not God's elected favorite, but His
selected servant (Harrell).

16. God wants us to see His great love as shown in
the story of the good shepherd.

17. Here we see the value of repentance and
forgiveness.




Lessons To Remember

18. Before they could hope to return to Jerusalem
they hadto return to God -- so also must we.

19. It is personal faith and obedience, not ancestry,
that determines our standing before God (18:1-32):

20. From God flows the life-giving stream that will

heal and save all who come to it and drink:
21. God works his will among the nations that the
world may know that He is Jehovah.

22. The exile was an act of grace on God's part.
The real sinners were left in Jerusalem for fiery

punishment.




Lessons To Remember

* 23. One day, God's people will live with him in the
heavenly-city, Jehovah-Shammah (48:35)
— "The LORD is there"

* 24. "It is the prophet who has raised the race from
ignoble sleep, -has filled its imagination with lofty
ideals, has moved it for costly sacrifices, has led it

to victory" (John Watson).

— List complied by John H. Waddey




THE BOOK OF

Chapter 15

The Parable of the Vine
that would not bear fruit




Scriptural Idioms of Israel

There are at least 4 idioms for Israel :

* 1) The Olive Tree

g 2) The Fig Tree Parable of Jotham

o 3) The Vine Judges 9:7-15
* 4) The Bramble Bush




Parable of Jotham
Judges 9:7-15

The Olive Tree as an idiom of the covenant
relationship between YHWH and Israel:
Rom 11 & Jer 11

The Fig Tree is a common idiom which speaks of

Israel in a national sense:
Matt 24:32

The Vine speaks of the Spiritual relationship between Israel
and YHWH & the divine mission

Isa5 & Hos 10

The Bramble Bush is idiomatic of Israel in terms of
their failure: Jdg 9:14,15




And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying,
Son of man, What is the vine tree more than any

tree, or than a branch which is among the trees of
the forest?

The vine is one of the figures of the nation Israel.

“For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house

of Israel ...” Isa. 5:7; cf. Gen 49:22; Deut 32:32; Hos 10:1;
Isa 5:1-7; Jer 2:21; Ezk 17:6; Ps 80:8-16

What is more special about a vine than other trees?

* Nothing...

* ...other than when it fulfills its purpose!

10



And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying,
Son of man, What is the vine tree more than any

tree, or than a branch which is among the trees of
the forest?

* What is the purpose of a vine?

* To produce fruit!

11



shall wood be taken tbereof to 0o any work? or will
en take a pin of it to bang any vessel thereon?

Bebold, it is cast into the fire for fuel; the fire
devoureth botly the ends of it, and the miost of it 18
burned. 1s it meet for any work]

Ezekiel 15:1-4 |

Is it useful for anything else?
Can it be used fashioned into anything useful?
No!

It is useless (unless it is fulfilling its purpose!)

12



Bebold, when it was whole, it was meet for no work:
how wich [ess shall it be meet yet for any work,
when the five hath devoured it, and it is burned?

Tberefore thus saitly the Lord Goo; As the vine tree
among the trees of the [forest, which 1 have given to
the fire for fuel, so will 1 give the inhabitants of

erusalem.
Ezekiel 15:5-6

* The purpose of vine is not furniture, et al: it either
produces fruit, or is burnt up in fire...

* Ezekiel uses this powerful analogy to humble the
proud in Israel who saw themselves as God's elected
favorite, rather than His selected servant

The purpose of
vine IS not
furniture, et al: 1t
either produces
fruit, or 1s burnt
up in fire...

MAIJIIA A 1~ A A Ul pas 1 A~

13



Amd I will set my face against thems; they shall go out
from one fire, and another five shall devour them;
and ye shall know that T am the Lord, when I set my
face against them.

A 1 will make the [and beso[ate, because tbey have
committed a trespass, saith the Lord Gob.

czekiel 195:/-6 |

* Consider here the end for an unfruitful vine!
* What is the implication for us?

* What will be the end for Israel?

14



John 15:1

* ammlwéc Gr. Aléthinos
* “That which has not only the name and

resemblance, but the real nature corresponding to
the name, in every respect corresponding to the
idea signified by the name, real, true genuine’

— Opposite to what is fictitious, counterfeit, imaginary,
simulated or pretended

— |t contrasts realities with their semblances
— Opposite to what is imperfect defective, frail, uncertain

true vinej and my) Patbev 18 tbe busbanbman.

15



The other professed to lead men to ‘God’
— Revelation 14:9 (The Vine of the Earth)

Both of these failed to led men to God, so Jesus
came as the true Vine

— He was not imperfect or defective

— He was without deceit

He completed the work of leading men to God!

Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt:
thou hast cast out the heathen, and
planted it.

Thou preparedst room before it,

and didst cause it to take deep root, and
it filled the land.

The hills were covered with the shadow
of It,

and the boughs thereof were like the
goodly cedars.

She sent out her boughs unto the sea,
and her branches unto the river.

Why hast thou then broken down her
hedges,

so that all they which pass by the way do

nlhiial, hard)

16



Degenerate Plant

Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt: thow hast
cast out the heathen, and planted it.

Thou preparedst room before it, and didst cause it to
take deep root, and it filled the land.

The hills were covered with the shadow of it, and the
boughs tbereof were [ike the goobly cedars.

sent out her baugbs unto the sed, and her

branches unto the river.

17



Degenerate Plant

Wby hast thou then broken down her bebges, so that

all nhego ich pass by the way do pluck her?
ar out of the wood doth waste it, and the wild

beast of the flelb doth devour it.

Return, we beseech thee, O God of hosts: ook down
from beaven, and bebo[b and visit this Uing;

And the vineyard wbwb tby ‘ngbt hand batb p[anteb
and the branch that thow madest strong for thyself.

18



Degenerate Plant

Now will 1 sing to wry wellbeloved a song of
beloved toucbmg bis vineyard. My wellbeloved hath a
vineyaro in a very fmit?a[ hill:

And be fenceb it, and gatbereb out the stomes tbereof,
and p[anteb it with the choicest vine, and built a tower
in the midst of it, and also made a winepress therein:
grnb he [oooﬁez that it should bring forth grapes, and it

/
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Degenerate Plant

Amd now, O inbabitants of Jerusalem, and men of
Judaby, udge, 1 pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard.

What coul'b have 62211 Oome more to iy Uineyaro,
that 1 have not done in it? wberefore, mn 1 [ooked
that it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild

grapes!

20



Degenerate Plant

And ow go t{o(' 1 will tell you what 1 will 30 to my

vineyard: I will take away the bebge tbereof, and it
sb:[e[v be eaten up; and break down the wall tbereof, and
it shall be trodden donwm:

Amd 1 will [ay it waste: it shall not be pruned, nor
digged; but there shall come up briers and thorns: 1 will
also cowmand the clouds that tbep Y4in 1o rain upon
it.

21



Degenerate Plant

For the vineyard of the LORD o[ hosts is the house of
Isme[, and the men Jubab bis pleasant p[ant; and be
[ooked for judgment, but behold oppression; for
righteousness, but behold a cry.

22



Degenerate Plant

Yet I had p[anteb thee a noble vine, wbo“y a rigbt
seed: how then art thou turmed into the Oegenerate
p[ant of a strange vine unto mel

23



Degenerate Plant

Israel were to be a witnhess to the nations,
testifying to the God of Abraham, Isaac & Jacob

Through this vine, the nations were to come to
the knowledge & fear of the One true God

But... Israel (through disobedience) became a

degenerate plant, thus a byword & proverb
Rather than being a witness they brought God’s
name into disrepute

However, the Jewish religious leaders still
thought they were the only way to God

— This is the pride Ezekiel is addressing




National Warning #1

And think not to say within yourselves, We have
Abmbam to our fatber: fov I say unto you, tbat Goo
is able of these stones to aise up childven unto

Abmbam.

And now also the axe is [aid wnto the oot of the
trees: tbevefore every) tree which bw’n_qetb not fortb
good fruit|is hewn down, and cast into the fire.

Matthew 3:9-10

Some sort of religious profession is not
sufficient — you bear good fruit.
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National Warning #2

Hear anotber pamb{e: Tbere was a certamn

bousebo[ber, which p[am:eb a

vineyaro,

and hedged it

vound about, and digged a winepress n it, and built

a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and went into
a far country:
And when the time og the fmit Orew neat, he sent

his servants to the hus
veceive the fruits of .

anowen, that t[ye;g migbt

Matthew 21:33-43

Some sort of religious profession is not
sufficient — you bear good fruit.
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National Warning #2

And tbe busbanbmen took bis servants, and beat
one, and killed another, and stoned another.
Again, he sent other servants wiove than the first:

and they did unto thew [ikewise.
But [ast of all e sent unto thew bis son |saying,
They will reverence wry son.

Matthew 21:33-43

Some sort of religious profession is not
sufficient — you bear good fruit.
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National Warning #2

But wben tbe bus{mnbmen San tbe som, tbey 410
among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kil
bim, and let us seize on his inberitance.

And tbe‘() caugbt bim, and cast him out of the
vineyard,and slew him!

Matthew 21:33-43

Some sort of religious profession is not
sufficient — you bear good fruit.



National Warning #2

When the [ord tberefove of the vineyaro cometb,
wbat will he do unto those busbanbmen?
They say unto him, He will miserably destroy

those wicked wien, and will let out his vineyard unto

other busbanbmen, which shall vender him the fmits

in their seasoms.

Matthew 21:33-43

* Who is now producing ‘fruit’ for the Lord of the
vineyard?
. T_tje. Church— this is.the season of the gentiles

Those whom the vineyard is let out to
SHALL render fruit
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National Warning #2

Jesus sm’tb unto tbem Di0 ve never read in tbe
scriptures, The stove wéicb the builoers rejected, the
same is becowe t[ye beab of tbe corner: tbis 18 tbe
Lovd's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?

Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God
shall be taken from vou, and given to a nation
bringing forth the fruits thereof) y1auow 21:33.43

The ‘nation’ to whom the kingdom of God is given
wilkbring forth'the. fruit-that Israel failed to do

The nation to whom the kingdom of
heaven is given will bring forth the fruit
that Israel failed to do
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’ But ?e are a chosen genevation, a voyal priesthood,
an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should
shew [Zrtb the praises of him who hath called You

out o b&ﬂ’l{l’l@SS mto bLS mmve[ous [1gbt2 1 Peter 29

A

* Whevefore, my brethren, ye also are becowe dead
to the [aw by the boby of wa’st; that Ve should be

warried to another, even to him who is vaised from
tbe 0ea, that we should bw’ng fovtb fmit unto God

Romans 7:4
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National Warning #2

And whosoever shall fa“ on this stone shall be
broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind
him to ponder.

And when the chief priests and Pharisees had

heard

them.

his parables,

they perceived that he spake of

Matthew 21:44-45

Some sort of religious profession is not
sufficient — you bear good fruit.
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Vines

There are two other vines in scripture:

One was divinely appointed to lead men to God
— Psalm 80:8-15 (Israel)

— Revelation 14:9 (The Vine of the Earth)

Both of these failed to led men to God, so Jesus
came as the true Vine

— He was not imperfect or defective

— He was without deceit

He completed the work of leading men to God!

Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt:
thou hast cast out the heathen, and
planted it.

Thou preparedst room before it,

and didst cause it to take deep root, and
it filled the land.

The hills were covered with the shadow
of It,

and the boughs thereof were like the
goodly cedars.

She sent out her boughs unto the sea,
and her branches unto the river.

Why hast thou then broken down her
hedges,

so that all they which pass by the way do

nlhiial, hard)
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Vine of Deception

And another ange[ came out from the a{tav, which
had power over five; and cried with a loud cry to
him that had the sbm’p sick[e, saying, st in thg

shmp sick[e, gatbev the clusters of the vine of
the eartly fo her grapes are fu“;g ripe.

And tbe anle{ thyust in bis sickle into tbe eartb,
anod gatbeveb the vine of the earth|and cast it into

the great winepress of the wrath of God.
Rev 14:18-19




Vine of Deception

And there followed another angel, saying, Babylow
18 [a“en, is fallen, that great city, because|she made
all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her

fornication.

Rev 14:8

* Babylon is representative of the apostate
religious system

— which began & ends there (Babel)

, thou that killest the prophets, and
stonest them which are sent unto thee,
how often would | have gathered thy
children together, even as a hen
gathereth her chickens under her
wings, and ye would not!
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Vine of Deception

* This ‘Babylonian’ vine is the epitome
false religion
— Began with Cush, founder of Babel

* Hermes — ‘son of Ham’
* ‘Confounder’ (Jer$0:2)

— Established by Nimrod (Bar-Cush)
— Propagated by Semaramis
* It promises a way to spiritual security...

* ...but leads to destruction & the cup of wrath of
God

— cf. Numbers 5: ‘Penalty for Adultery’

Roger Oakland — New Wine & the
Babylonian Vine

A vine produces that which is presented to
a king

Hermeneutics: the science of interpretation
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The True Vine

So... in John 15
* ltis in contrast to these two vines ...
— Vine of Israel

— Vine of the Earth
* ...neither of which can lead anyone to the Father

* ...that Jesus says:
* ‘I AM the true (without defect or deceit) Vine’

Note:
* Avine produces that which is presented to a king

Roger Oakland — New Wine & the
Babylonian Vine

A vine produces that which is presented to
a king
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I am t[ae true vine, and my Patbev 18 tbe busbanbman.

John 15:1

* Lessons for the Church...
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Every ancb m wie t(aat beavetb not fmit fye taketb
away): and every {)mncb tbat bemfetfy fmit, be
purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.

John 15:2

1) What does it mean for an unfruitful branch to be
taken away?
— Is Jesus referring to believers or unbelievers?

2) What does it mean for fruitful branches to be
purged?

3) What is the fruit that should be produced?

39



The Fruit

“Being a disciple is not to be a ‘spectator sport’;
active participation is mandated. Whilst we can
do nothing to earn our salvation (Eph 2:8),
bearing fruit is the evidence that our faith and
profession are genuine.

The fruit (whilst almost certainly manifesting itself

through good works) is not works themselves,

but the ‘peaceable fruit of righteousness’ (Heb
12:11).




The Fruit

‘I do not believe that the fruit mentioned here
refers to soul-winning, as so many people seem

to think. | believe soul-winning is a by-product
but not the fruit itself.

The fruit is the fruit of the Spirit. “But the fruit of
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,

gentleness, goodness, faith,
temperance . . .” (Gal. 5:22-23).

This is fruit in the life of the believer. Abiding in

Christ will produce effectual prayer, perpetual
fruit, and celestial joy:.”

meekness,

J Vernon McGee




A Clear Distinction!

e shall know them b}() their fmits. Do wen gatbev
grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?

Euen so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit;
but a corrupt tree Bvingetb govtb evil gmit.

A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither

can a corvupt tree bring forth good fruit.
Matt 7:16-22

* If there is no fruit, you have to question the
connection to the Root!
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Abiding In Christ

Abide in me, and I m you. As the branch cannot bear
fruit of itself, exccept it abide in the vine; no more can
ye, except ye abide in we.

I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in
e, and I m bim, the same bw’ngetb fovtb winch fmit:
for without e ye can do nothing.

John 15:4-5
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A Warning Against Complacency

Boast not agaimst the branches. But if thou boast,
thon bearest not the voot, but the root thee.

Thou wilt say tben, The branches were broken off,
that I wight be graffed in.

well; Becauseuof 'v'mbe{ief they were broken off, land
thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, but fear:

Rom 11:15-24

What is the primary cause of a carnal
lifestyle for a believer? Unbelief.
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A Warning Against Complacency

For if God spared not the natuval branches, take

heed |[est he also spare not thee.

Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God:
on tbem wbicb fe“, severity; but toward tbee

goodwiess, if thou continue in his gooomess: otherwise

thou also Sba{t be cut off.

Rom 11:15-24

* Do not make the same mistake as the proud Jews

in Ezekiel's day!

* As gentiles we are not now God's elected favorite!
* Rather, we can by faith be His selected servant
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A Warning Against Complacency
And they also, if they abide not still in unbelief
shall be graffed in: for God is able to graff them in

agaim.

For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree which is
wild by nature, and wert graffed contrary to nature
into a good olive tree: how much more shall tbese,
which Ze the natuval bmncbes, be gmﬁeb into their

own olive tree? Rom 11:15-24

* Note: The hope for the Nation of Israel in v24!
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Every ancb m wie t(aat Beavetb not fmit fae taketb
away): and every {)mncb tbat bemfetfa fmit, be
purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.

John 15:2

1) What does it mean for an unfruitful branch to be
taken away?
— Is Jesus referring to believers or unbelievers?

2) What does it mean for fruitful branches to be
purged?

3) What is the fruit that should be produced?
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Every ancb m wie t(aat bearetb not fmit be taketb

away): ano every {)mncb tbat {)emetb fmit, be

purgeth it} that it wmay bring forth more fruit.
John 15:2

Purgeth? A strange, but carefully chosen word
Gr. kathairo, which means ‘to cleanse’

Lit. drain poison from the system

This is what our Husbandman does with us
The process is called ‘Sanctification’

It causes us to bear more fruit
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Purging

* Many times in our Christian walk, our Heavenly
Father will cut us back to the Root.

* We can get so absorbed in our daily routine, or
our ministry etc., that we forget that first and
foremost, our Heavenly Father simply wants us
to have a relationship of abiding in Christ

— Cf Martha and Mary (Luke 10:40)




Purging

For they verily for a few baysus aftey
their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we
wn'gbt be partakers of his bo[iness.

Now 1o chastening for the present seeweth to be

joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterwarnd it

yie[betb the

peaceable fmit of righteousness

them which are exercised tbeveby.
Hebrews 12:10-11

* Gr. paideuo, discipline, correction

unto




Every ancb m wie t(aat Bem'etb not fmit fae taketb
away: and every branch that beaveth fruit, he
purgeth it, that it way bring forth more fruit.

John 15:2

1) What does it mean for an unfruitful branch to be
taken away?
— Is Jesus referring to believers or unbelievers?

2) What does it mean for fruitful branches to be
purged?

3) What is the fruit that should be produced?
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The Contrast

* Jesus in this discourse (John 13-17) contrasts 4x

the way of His disciples and the way of the world

* The final one here being that a disciple bears fruit
whereas those who do not abide in Christ do not &
cannot
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The Saved & The Perishing
1)

e shall know them 6}0 their fmits. Do wen gatbev
grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?

Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit;
but a corrupt tree bringeth ;ovtb evil gmit.

A good tree canmot bring forth evil fruit, neither

can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.
Matt 7:16-22
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The Saved & The Perishing

E'UGY‘() tree thdt bYWMBt‘) not ](Oth gOOb fﬂ/ﬂt 18

henn bown, and cast into the fwe

Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know thewm.

Matt 7:19-20
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If a wan abide ot in wiebe is cast forth as a branch,
and 1s witbereb; and men gatbev tbem/ and cast tbem
into the fire, and they are burned.

John 15:6

We each have a choice of abiding in Christ

If we choose notto...

* If weschose not to fulfil the purpose for which
we were created...

We are not fitted for any other purpose...
We devalue ourselves and the only option for us
is to be cast into the fire
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Summary

“In John 15:1-6, Jesus effectively underlines that
which He already told the disciples, that He was
the only way to the Father (John 14:6). Israel were
no longer a vine whose fruit would lead the
nations to the Father. Neither could the vine of the
earth (Rev 14:19) bear any good spiritual fruit. The
only Vine of value was the True Vine. Through His
propitiation for the whole world (1 John 2:2), all
mankind now had the opportunity of abiding in the
Vine. However, if any branch abide not in the
Vine, it would be spiritually fruitless, and therefore
taken away to wither and finally be burned.

What an incredible picture of the person who rejects
Christ!

CC Poole: Study Notes on John 15:6




1t is burned with five, it is cut down: they perish at the
rebuke of thy countenance.

 Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand,

§ wpon the son of man whom thow madest strong for
8 el
S8 5o will not we go back from thee: quicken us, and we

will call wpon thy name. ' '
* Turnus again, O Lod God of hosts, cause thyy face to |
shine; and we shall be saved. <
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To be continued..
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