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Chapter 1-3

Ezekiel’s Call and Mission
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Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the
fourth month, in the fifth day of the montl, as T was
amonyg the captives B;g the river of Chebar, that the
heavens were opened, and 1 saw visions of God.

tn the fifth ap of the month, which was the fifth

¥ ]

year of king Jehoiachin's captivity,

The word of the Lord came eacpress[y unto Ezekiel

the priest, the son of Buzj, in the land of the Chaldeans
the river Cbebav; and (the hand of the Lord was

there upon bim.




Ezekiel The Priest

Ezekiel & his fellow Jews settled next to the
Chebar River

= The Chebar was a canal off the Euphrates

The book begins 5 years into his time In
Babylon — as he turns thirty.

=_This would have been the age he normally would
have-begun his priestly service in the temple in
Jerusalem (cf. Numbers 4:2-3).

There was no chance of returning to

Jerusalem now.

Instead, God calls him to be a prophet to take
his message to his people in Babylon



And T [ooked, and, behold, a whirlwind came out of the
north, a great c[oub and a fire infolding 1tse[f, and a
brightness was about it, and out of the m1b.9t thereof as
the colour of amber, out of the midst of the fire.

Also out of the midst tbereof came the likeness of four
lwmz creatures. And this was their appearance; they

had

the [ikeness o Z a man.
And every one

ad four faces, and every one had four

Ezekiel 1:4-6




Ezekiel’'s Vision

As first it appeared to Ezekiel to be a hollow
square, with a living creature standing upright
at each corner.

He would discover the object was a fiery chariot
These living creatures were Cherubim (see 10:20).

Each had a human body & four faces, with
outstretched wings that met to form the sides

Other wings formed their clothing.



And their feet were straight feet; and the sole of their
;eet was [ike the sole of a calf’s foot: and they sparkled
ike the colour of burnished brass.

And they had the hands of a man under their wings
on their four s10es; and tbe;g four had their faces and
tbew wings.

Their wi gs were ]omeb one to another; they turned

not when t
orwaro.

Ezekiel 1:7-9

ey went; they went every one straight




As fov the [ikeness of their aces, tbey four had the
face of a man, and the face of a lion, on the right side:
and they four had the tace of an ox on the [e s10e;
th Zufsour also had the face of an eagle.

e
Thus were their faces: and their wings were stretched

upward; two wings of every one were joined one to

another, and two covered their bodies.

And they went every one straight £orwarb: whither
the spirit was to go, they went; and they turned not
when they went




As for the [ikeness of the [fving creatures, their
appearance was like burning coals of fire, and like the
appearance of lamps: it went up and down among the

l[iving creatures; and the five was bright, and out of the
fire went forth (igbtning.

And the ﬁ'uing creatures ran and returned as the
appearance of a flash of lightni

Ezekiel 1:13-14




Ezekiel’'s Vision

* The whole thing seemed to be alive and could
move in any direction (5-12).
* Lightning flashed from something that looked

like burning coals or a blazing torch that was
contained in the middle of the square (13-14).



Now as I beheld the living creatures, behold one

wheel upon the earth B;g the [iving creatures, with bis

At each corner of the square was a wheel,
which actually looked more like two wheels,
one at right angles to the other.

* By now he could see clearly that the fiery object
was a chariot, and the wheels enabled the
chariot to move freely in any direction.

Even the wheels were alive, for they shared the
life of the living creatures (15-21).



The appearance of the wheels and their work was
[ike unto the colour of a beryl: and they four had one
[ikeness: and their appearance and their work was as it
were a wheel n the middle of a wheel.

When they went, they went upon their four sides:
and they turned not when they went.

As for their rings, tbey were SO bigb that tbey were
dreadful; and their rings were full of eyes round about
them four.

Ezekiel 1:16-18




And when the [iving creatures went, the wheels
went by thew: and when the [iving creatures were
[ifted up from the earth, the wheels were [ifted up.

Whithersoever the spirit was to go, they went,
thither was their spirit to go; and tge wheels were [ifted

up over against them: for tée spirit of the living

creature was in the wheels.

When those went, these went; and when those stood,
these stood; and when those were [ifted up from the
earth, the wheels were [ifted up over against them: for
the spirit of the [iving creature was i the wheels.

Ezekiel 1:19-21




Ezekiel’'s Vision

* When the chariot moved, the sound of the
movement of the creatures’ outstretched wings
was like a waterfall or thunder.

* When the chariot stopped, the creatures lowered
their wings.

* Above the heads of the creatures was a shining
platform that supported the throne of God (22-25)



And the [ikeness of the firmament upon the heads of
the [i'uing creature was as the colonr of the terrible
cr;gstal, stretched fortb over their heads above.

And under the firmament were their wings straight,
the one toward the other: every one had two, which
covered on this si0e, ano every) one had two, which

covered on that s10e, their bodies.

And when tbey went, I heard the noise of their
wings, like the noise of great waters, as the woice of the
Almighty), the woice of speech, as the noise of an host:
when they stood, they let down their wings

Ezekiel 1:22-24




And there was a voice Zrom the firmament that was
over their beabs, when t ey stood, and had let down
their wings.

And above the firmament that was over their heads

was the [ikeness of a tbrone, as the appearance of a

sappbire stone: and upon the [ikeness of the throne was

the likeness as the appearance of a man above upon i
Ezekiel 1:25-26

* Seated above the throne and surrounded by a
rainbow was a fiery figure, human in outline but so
dazzling that Ezekiel could not describe it.
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And I saw as the co[our of amber, as the appearance
of five round about within it, from the appearance oz
bis loins even upward, and from the appearance of bis
[oins even downward, I saw as it were the appearance

of fire, and it had Bﬂgbtness round about.
As the appearance of the bow that is m tbe cloud in

the day of vain, so was the appeamnce of the
brightness round about. This was the ayz)eamnce of the

[ikeness of the glory of the Lord. And when I saw it, I
fell wpon my face, and 1 heard a voice of one that

spake.

Ezekiel 1:27-28
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And be said unto me, Son of man, stand upon thy feet,
and 1 will speak

And the spirit entered into me when be syaake unto
me, and set me upon ny feet, that I heard him that
spake unto me.

* Without His grace we cannot stand!



And be said unto me, Son o[ man, 1 send thee to the
childven of Isme[, to a rebellious nation that hath

rebelled against me: tbe;g and their fatbers have
transgressed against me, even unto this very day.

ne call is unmistakable

ne historical facts were not in dispute

nis is the Gospel!

ne Son of Man was sent to a rebellious people
| we knew was how to transgress

* Yet He came anyway!

> o4 o o o




For they are inpudent children and stiffhearted. I do

send thee unto tbem,' and thou shalt say unto tbem,
Thus saith the Lord Goo.

And tbe;y, whether tbe;g will bear, or whether the
will forbear, (for they are a rebellions house) yet sZaﬂ
know that there hath been a prophet amo

* We have all sinned and fallen short of His glory!
* God has spoken, His voice has been heard
* There is no excuse for mankind



And thow, son of man, be not a £m1b of them, neither

be cgvmb of tbew Woros, tbo

riers and thorns be

with thee, and thou dost bwe among scorpions: be not

vab of their words, nor be dismayed at their looks,
ough they be a rebellions house.

* The call to Ezekiel for the Jews is the same as the
call to the Church for the Gentiles!

* We are not to fear man!




Do Not Fear Man!

What 1 tell you in darkuess, that speak ye in
[igbt: and what e hear in the eat, that pveacb Ve
upon the bousetops.

Ano [eav not, them which kill the boby, but are

not able to kill the soul: but rather feav him
which is able to 0estroy botly soul and Boby m

beﬂ Matthew 10:27-28




Do Not Fear Man!

Ye are of God, little chiloven, and have
overcome them: becanse greater 1s he that is n

You, than he that is in the worlo.

1 John 4:4




And thou shalt .speak my words unto tbem, whethey

tbe;g will bear, or whether tbey will forbear: for tbe;g
are most vebe([ious.

Ezekiel 2:7




Preach The Word

Preach the word; be instant in season, out of
seasow; reprove, vebuke, exhort with all

longsuffering and doctrine 2 Timothy 4:2




But thou, son of man, hear what I say unto thee; Be
not tbou rebeﬂmus [ike tbat rebellions house: open thy
mouth ), and eat that I give thee.

And wben I looked, gebolb an hand was sent unto

me; and, lo, a roll of a book was therein; And he spread
it efore me; and it was written within and without:
and there was written thevein lamentations, and
MOUTHING, And Woe.

Ezekiel 2:8-9

* We are called to be obedient, and to speak His
words (not ours!)
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Moreover he said unto we, Son of man, eat that thou
findest; eat this roll, and go speak unto the house of
Israel.

So I opened ny moutb, and be cansed me to eat that

voll

And he said unto e, Son of man, cause thy belly to

eat, and fill thy bowels with this roll that 1 give thee.
Then 0id I eat it; and it was in wy mouth as honey for
sweetness.




Our Daily Bread

But he answered and said, It is written, Man
shall not [ive by bread alone, but by every word

that proceedeth out of the wouth of God.
Matthew 4:4




Our Daily Bread

My foot hath beld bis steps, his way have T kept, ano
not declined.
Neither have 1 gone back from the commandment of

his ﬁps;
I have esteemed the words of bis mouth more than my
necessary food.

Job 23:11-12




And be said unto me, Son ;Z man, 4o, get thee unto
the house of Isme[, ano spe with my words unto
them.
For thou art not sent to a people of a strange speech
and of an hard language, but to the house of Israel;
Not to many people of a strange speech and of an

hard [anguage, whose words thon canst not
unoderstano. Surely, had 1 sent thee to tbem, tbey would
have hearkened unto thee.

Ezekiel 3:4-6

* The irony that those close to us don’t hear!
— Consider Jonah preaching to Ninevenh!




But the house of Israel will not hearken unto thee; for

they will not hearken unto we: for all the house of
Isvael ave impudent and hardhearted.

Ezekiel 3:7

* Then why preach at all?

* Because God is just!
— God has removed all excuses, no one can blame Him!

* On judgment day no one will complain that they
‘didn’t know’ or were not told.

* Pharaoh was warned, he chose not to hear.




Behold, I have made thy face strong against their
faces, and thy forehead strong against their foreheads.
As an adamant harder than f[int have T made tby

{orebeab: fear them not, neither be dismayed at their
ooks, tbougb tbe;g be a rebellions house.
eqrs.

Ezekiel 3:8-9




He Guides & Provides
o —

For the Lord God will be[p me; tberefore shall T not

be conzounbeb: therefore have I set my face like a flint,
and I know that 1 shall not be ashamed.

Isaiah 50:7




He Guides & Provides
—_—m

Be strong and of a good counzqe, be not afraid,

neither be thon b1smayeb or the Lor0 tb;g God is with

thee whithersoever thon goest.

Joshua 1:9




Moreover he said unto we, Son of man, all nmy words

that 1 shall syaeak unto thee receive i thine beart, ano
bear with thine ears.

Ezekiel 3:10

The heart & mind make up the complete ‘you’
* The heart is the emotional part of us / passion
The mind is the intellectual part / reason




And go, get thee to them of the captivity, unto the
children o? thy people, and speak unto them, and tell
them, Thus saith tze Lord Goo; whether tbe;g will bear,
or wéetber tbe;g will forbear.

Then the spirit took me up, and 1 heard beljind me a
voice of a great Tushing, saying, Blessed be the glory of

the Lo fmm his p[ace.

I heard also the noise of the wings of the living
creatures that touched one anotber, and the noise of the
wheels over against them, and a noise of a great
rushing.




So the spirit [ifted me up, and took me away, and 1
went in bitterness, in the geat of my spirit; but the

hand of the Lord was stvong upon me.

Then 1 came to them of the captivity at Telabib, that
owelt By the river of Cbebar, and I sat where tbe;g sat,
and remained there astonished among them seven
0ays.

Ezekiel 3:14-15

* It's hard to comprehend the enormity of this call!

— Combined with the vision Ezekiel had seen
— Who could he talk to about this?




And it came to pass at the end of seven 04ys, that the
word of the Lord came unto me, saying

Son of man, 1 have made thee a watchman unto the
house of Israel: therefore hear the word at ny mouth,
and Zi'ue them warning from we.

When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die;
and thou givest im not warning, nor speakest to warn
the wicked from bis wicked way) to save bis life; the
same wicked man shall die in f:)is iniquity; but his blood
will 1 vequire at thine hand.




Yet if thow warn the wicked, and be turn not from bis
wickedness, nor from bis wwk,eb way, he shall die in bis
iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul.

Again, When a vigyteous man doth turn from bis
righteousness, and commit iniquity, and 1 [ay a
stumblmgblock before b1m, be sbafl, die: because thou

hast not given him warning, be shall die in bis sin, and
bis righteousness which bengatb done shall not be
remembered; but bis blood will 1 require at thine hand.

Ezekiel 3:19-20




Nevertheless if thou warn the ﬁgbteous man, that
the rigbteous sin not, ano he doth not sin, he shall

sure[;g [ive, becanse be is warneo; also thou hast
delivered thy soul.




And the hand of the Lord was there upon me; and be
said wnto we, Arise, go forth into the plain, and 1 will
there talk with thee.

Then 1 arose, and went forth into the plain: and,
belold, the glory of the Lord stood there, as the glory
which 1 saw by the river of Chebar: and 1 fell on my




Then the spirit entered into me, and set me upon my
feet, and syaage' wnt me, and said unto we, Go, shut
thyself within thine house.
But thou, O son o{ man, behold, they shall put bands
on tbee, and shall bind tbee wn:b tgem, and thou
l)a[t Mot go out among them:

And T will make thly tongue cleave to the roof of thy
outh, that thou shalt be dumb ‘anb shalt not be to
them a reprover: for they are a rebeﬂmus bouse

* “Atime to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep
Silence, and a time to speak” Eccl 3:7




But when I speak with thee, I will open thy mouth,
and thou shalt say unto tbem, Thus saith the Lord

Goo; He that bearetb, let bim bear; and be that
orbearetb, let him forbear: for tbe;g are a vebellions
ouse.

Ezekiel 3:27

* "He who has ears to hear, let him hear” Matt 13/Rev 2-3
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To be continued..
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