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A Two-Part Study Rediscovering What Tradl’non Has Obscured



Jesus said that tradition undermines God’s
Word - matt 15:6

Because of tradition people miss out on
Incredible truths and blessings

radition blinds people and builds up walls
against the truth

— S0 much so, that people wilFvehemently defend
their tradition over the truth!

This is never truer than in regard to the
Christmas narrative




At the outset we have to be prepared to let

go of the tradition we have all been brought
up with...

In search of our hidden treasures, It IS
essential we have the correct starting point...

...and that is God’s Word!
God’s Word alone, not man’s, Is true



It's true that the Bible does not specifically
give us the exact date of the Birth of Christ

There are certain details omitted from the
text...

However, the Bible actually gives us far more
than most realise regarding the 15t Christmas

Proverps 25:2 tells us ‘It is the glory of God to
conceal a thing: but the honour of kings Is to search
out a matter”



The story of Christmas doesn’t begin 2000
years ago in a manger in Bethlehem...

The arigin of Christmas can be traced back
10 before the foundation of the world!

For 4000 years God had been preparing for
the 1% Christmas

It wasn't an afterthought!



* |t was the centerpiece of His Divine plan

— But wasn’t the Cross the centerpiece of all
Jistory’?

service Is to dissociate

Chnstmasrfro

'aI vary!
—The reason Jesus came at Christmas was to go
to Calvary

— Wlthout Calvary there would be no Christmas!
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ne traditional timing is wrong
ne traditional setting Is wrong
ne traditional attendees are confused

nerefore: 1
— the reason for, Bethlek@m 1s obscured

— The role and reasonfor Shepherds is@bscured

— The'reason for the visit of the MagigS'obscured
« Thetraditional location for the Magi's visit is in error,
* as is the notion of a starover a stable

They all lead to wrong assumptions — which have even
found their way into modern Bibles!




The announcement had been made 6000
years ago - Genesis 3:15

A specific family had been chosen - Genesis 12

ne Passover had been instituted — Exodus 12
ne Law had been given - Exodus/Leviticus

ne Monarchy had been established - 2 sam 7
ne Town had been chosen - Micah 5:2

ne exact location had been set — Micah 4:8



put enmity between tyee ano the
woman, ano between tby seed and her seeo; 1t shall
bruise tby beab, and thou shalt bruise bis heel.

Genesis 3:15

* This promise of the 'seed of the woman’
 The seed Is from the man!

« This Is a divine promise of the Saviour, born of a
virgin!




)
thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy
fatber’s house, unto a land that 1 will shew thee:

Amd I will make of thee a great nation, and 1 will
bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt
be a blessing:

And I will bless them that bless tbee, and curse him
that curseth thee: and in thee shall all fami[ies of the
earth be blessed.

Genesis 12:1-3




Speak ve unto all the congregation of Isme[, saymy,
In the tenth 04y of this month tbey shall take to

them every man a lamb, according to the house of

their fathers, a lamb for an house...
Your lamb shall be| without blemish, la male of the
Irst vear

\j
o EXOAUS 12:35

Exodus 12:3-5

 How could you know If the lamb to be offered as a
sacrifice was without blemish?

* You would inspect it!
* Who would be the best to inspect a lamb?



And when tby 04Ys be fu[fi“eb, and thou shalt s[eep

with tby fatbers, I will set up tby seed after tbee,
which shall proceed out of tby bowe[s, and T will
establish his kingbom.

He shall build an

2 Samuel 7:12-13



Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign;
Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and
shall caﬂ his name Immanuel.

Butter and boney shall he eat, that be may know to
vefuse the ew[ and choose the 4000.

For before the cb1[b shall know to refuse the ew[
and choose the goo? the land that thou abborrest

shall be orsaken of both her kmgs.




Zedekiah was the last king of Judah

In 587 B.Cgthe ‘crown’ was carried away to
Babylon (where the/ seat of p(?wer remained)

— Along thh}'a youn Dan|e+ ay

na blzarre '[WIS’[ Danlel is appomted as chief
of the Magi and reveals to them the
prophecies of the coming Messiah Jer 39/pan 2:38



Butt when God sent
forth his Son, made of a wowan, made under the law,

To vedeem|them that were under the law|that we

might veceive the adoption of soms.
Galatians 4:4-5




But thou, Bethlehem Ephratal é though thou be little

among the tbousanbs 0 Juba yet out o tbee shall
he come fortb unto me that is to be ruler in Isme[
whose goings fortb have been from of old from
e'uer[astmg

Micah 5:2

« So Bethlehem was chosen as the town...
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« Abraham was chosen — he was a man of faith,

willing to offer his own son as a sacrificial offering
— “God will provide Himself a Lamb”

« The Passover was instituted as a model in advance
and required the shed blood of a lamb

« The Law was instituted, with the sacrificial system

— “without the shedding of blood there is no remission” -
Hebrews 9:22

* The Monarchy was necessary, and David was a
shepherd & man after God’s own heart — 1 sam 13:14
* But why Bethlehem?

« Was it just a random choice?

* Why not Jerusalem?
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e The 29" Septemberin 2 BC ‘just'so happened’
to be the Feast of Trumpets!
— Trumpets were blownto announce war or proclaim
joy!
— The feast of Trumpets required an offering made by
fire to the LORD — Jesus was this!

— Zacharias specifically links the trumpet (ram’s horn)
— to the birth of Christ Lk 1:69

— The trumpet was linked to the giving of the Word of
God at Mt Sinal Ex 19:19

— The trumpet was used to proclaim liberty Lev 25:9




* Rules Regarding Feast:Days:

— If it were a feast day, peoplewould be required
to keep ceremonially clean

— If a person were defiled, they could not celebrate

— Even if your parent died you were not allowed to
touch the body, or you would become defiled

— Similar laws applied to women with ‘an issue of
blood’ - Lev ch12, Chi5

— Anyone who touched a women at this time would
also be defiled

— This also applied childbirth!



* Rules Regarding Feast:Days:
— Anyone who so much.as to ged Mary — OR

EVEN LET HER INTO THEﬁ‘ HOUSE — would
be at risk of being defiled!




And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped
him in swaddling clothes, and [aid him in a manger,

for them in the[inn]

Luke 2:7

{)BCOIMSB tbeve was no

* Gr. topos’ 80x ‘place’ 5x ‘room’
* "There was no place for them’
o Lit. 'they were not welcome’

« Gr. ‘Katalyma’ ‘Guest chamber’,;annex on a
house (Mark '14:14 / Luke 22:11)

* Nowhere is it used to imply ‘hotel’



If there we no ‘Inn’, there was no inn keeper!

It therefore follows that there was also no
stable or cattle shed!

So where was Jesus born?

Now we can returnto our question of ‘why
Bethlehem?”



« Abraham was chosen — he was a man of faith,

willing to offer his own son as a|sacrificial offering
— “God will provide Himselfia Lamb?

 The Passover was instituted as a model in advance
and required the shed blood of a lamb

* The Law was instituted, with the sacrificial system

— “without the ishedding of blood|there is no remission” -
Hebrews 9:22

 The Monarchy was necessary, and David was a
shepherd & man after God’s own heart — 1 sam 13:14

* But why Bethlehem? Was it just a random choice?
* What did everything else have in common?



And there were in the same country sbepbev&s a{)ibing

in the field, keepin? watch over their flock bt’y Hight.

And, lo, the angel of the Lovd came upon them, and the

g[ovy of the Lovd shone round about thews: and tbey
were sore afmib. Luke 2:8-9




Am the angel said wnto thew, Fear not: for, behold, I
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
people.

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a
Saviour, w ich is Christ the Low.

And this shall be a sign unto EOM} Ye shall ﬁnb the

es, [ying in a manger.
Luke 2:10-12

) babe wrapped in swaddling clot




And suddenly there was ;uTtb the ange[ a wimltitude of
the beaven[y 6?051; praising Goo, and sayimy,
Zest, ano on eath

G[om to God in the big
will toward wen.

AMD it came to pass, as the angels were gone away
fvom them into beaven, the sbepbevbs sa10 one to

peace, gooo

‘ anot[yev, Let us now go even unto Betb[ebem, ano see
this t[ﬂ'ng which is cowe to pass, which the Lord hath
made known unto us. Luke 2:13-15




.

T

Am they came with haste, and found Mary, and
Joseph, and the babe [ying in a manger.

And when they had seen it, tbey made known abroad
the saym which was told them concerning this child.

And al tbepg that heard it wondered at t?/
which were told them b,‘g the sbepbevbs.

ose things

Luke 2:16-18
& .4, 'Zﬁ"i“ .




But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in
her heart.

And the shepherds returned, glovifying and praising
Go0 fov all the tbings that tbey had geavb ano see, as 1t |
was told unto them.

Luke 2:19-20







Do we know anything about the shepherds to
whom the angels appeared the night of
Jesus’ birth?

The traditional view Is that they were ordinary
shepherds who were the “outcasts of
society,”

It Is suggested that this is why the Angels
appeared to them:

“God has chosen the week things of the world to
confound the things which are mighty” 1 Cor 1:27



* The Mishnah advised against a number of
professions, including that of shepherd.

— A man should not teach his son to be an [donkey]
driver or a camel driver, or a barber or a sailor, or
a herdsman or a shopkeeper, for their craft is the
craft of robbers (M. Kidd. 4.14).

 But the Bible described the God of Israel as a
Shepherd - Psalm 23

 Some of Israel’s greatest national heroes—
iIncluding Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and
David—were shepherds.



* God promised that He will someday shepherd
Israel - lsa. 40:11; Ezek. 34:11-15

 The work of Israel’s future Messiah as that of
a shepherd - Micah. 5:2-4

» Jesus described Himself as the “good
Shepherd” who “lays down His life for the
sheep” - John 10:11



So who were the shepherds in Luke 27

...and why did God choose to send His
angels to them?

What significance did they have?
...and what does the Bible really say?

Remember: Tradition makes the Word of no
effect! - Mark 7:13



Alfred Edersheim, was a nineteenth-century
Jewish scholar and convert to Christianity

Edersheim highlighted that the flocks kept
around Bethlehem were destined for temple
sacrifice - something obfuscated by tradition

The shepherds keeping watch over these
sheep knew very well the intended purpose of
the lambs under their care.

Their job was to guard their sheep from
becoming injured or blemished.



» “The shepherds of these lambs were the elite
shepherds all from the priestly tribe of Levi
whose job it was to care for these lambs so
they would remain without blemish or spot”.

- Chaim Bentorah



* SO It was to those watching over animals
destined for temple sacrifice that the angels
announced Jesus’ birth.

* The arrival of the ultimate Lamb of God was
revealed to those responsible for watching
over the sacrificial lambs that had always
pointed toward Jesus.

* Bethlehem was chosen as the place of
Christ’s birth for precisely this reason!



* |n the Jewish Mishnah: (Shekelim Ch7: Section 4)

 “The lambs that were raised in this particular place
were particularly special in that they were from a
unique flock that was made up of sheep that were
designated to be sacrificed in Jerusalem, and in
particular, the sacrificial lambs for the Passover

sacrifices”
 The men who kept them were specifically

trained for this task, and were educated In
what an animal to be sacrificed had to be like.



* Their job was to make sure that none of the
animals were hurt, or damaged because they
had to be ‘'without blemish’ according to the
Torah

* And for that reason, these lambs, when they
were born, were wrapped in “swaddling
bands” to protect them from injury,

* S0, being themselves under rabbinical care,
these shepherds would maintain a
ceremonially clean ‘stable’ for a birthing place



« According to the Talmud, all sheep found In
the area “from Jerusalem as far as Migdal
Eder” [Bethlehem] and on both sides were
deemed to be holy and consecrated

* They could only be used for sacrifices in the
temple...

 ...In particular for the Peace offerings and
Passover sacrifices.



“Luke's original audience would have
iImmediately picked up on the religious
significance of the Bethlehem shepherds
watching their flocks by night”

"Aware of the Tanakh (Old Testament) and
the Jewish Temple worship of the day, they
would have known that when you said
Bethlehem, you said "sacrificial lambs". The
hills around Bethlehem were home to the
thousands of lambs used in ritual worship In
the Temple”. - Harold Smith



"As a boy from Bethlehem, King David would
likely have tended sheep destined for the
daily offerings or used in the sacrifices on the
high holidays in these very hills”.

“Every day, according to the Torah, two
lambs were required for a daily sacrifice In
the Temple, meaning that 730 were needed
each year plus the tens of thousands more
lambs needed for Pesach (Passover) as well
as for the other religious rituals”. - Harold Smith



* Everyone in Israel recognised Bethlehem as

being synonymous with sacrificial lambs.
— Harold Smith

But Mary Rept all these things, and pondered thew in
Luke 2:19

her heart.




* For 15t Century Christians:

* Hearing that Yeshua was born in Bethlehem
would have automatically triggered an image
of the Lamb of YHVH who takes away the sin
[of the World].

« With that in mind, it's easy for us to imagine
one of Luke's listeners saying, 'Of course the
Lamb of YHVH would originate in Bethlehem

- all the lambs for sacrifice came from there.
— Harold Smith



But tbou, Bethlehem prmmb, tbougb thou be [ittle
among the thousands of Jubab, yet out of thee shall he
come fortb unto we that is to be ruler in Isme[; whose
goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.

Micah 5:2

* Do you know what else Micah prophesied?



Upon arriving in Bethlehem ‘'no place was
found’ for Mary & Joseph

Jesus was therefore ‘born in a manger’

— Tradition has told us that the Inn Keeper directed
them to his/a stable

The Shepherd’s were Iin the fields around
Bethlehem

The angels appeared to announce Jesus’
birth (the Messiah!)

The angles gave the Shepherd’s a sign
— But no directions!




And|this shall be a sign unto yous| Ye shall find the
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.

Luke 2:1-18




And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye s all tind
wrapped in swaddling clothes, [ying i

Luke 2:1-18

* The Greek text indicates they were to find A
babe lying In THE manger (definite article)

* Thus a babe lying in the manger wrapped In
swaddling bands would itself be the sign that
would confirm the words of the angel

— These detalls were obviously significant to these
shepherds.




* The Shepherds were fearful & afraid
—and no doubt a little bemused!

And the shepherds returned, g[ow’f&’ying ano Praising
eard ano seem, as it

Go0 fov all the tbings that tbey had
was told unto them. Luke 2:20

* Why would just seeing a baby in ‘a stable
next to an Inn’ cause such overwhelming joy?

* Because they didn’t go to a stable next to an
Inn!

* So where did Mary & Joseph stay that night?



And tbou, tbe strong hold of the

danghter of Zion, unto thee shall it come, even the first
dominion; the Ringdom shall come to the daughter of
Jerusalem.

Micah 4:8




The Hebrew phrase tower of the flock here,
IS "migdal edar" [mig-dawl ay-der]
It refers to a particular tower that was built in

ancient times to watch over the valley on the
edge of Bethlehem, to protect the city,

The name means “watch tower of the flock”

Several of these towers are recorded In
scripture

— We find them in Judges 8:71, 9:46, & 9:51; and
In 2 Kings 9:17, 18:8; and in Nehemiah 3:1




 Rabbi Short states:

« “This Migdal Eder was not the watchtower for
the ordinary flocks that pastured on the
barren sheep ground beyond Bethlehem...
but it lay close to the town on the road to

Jerusalem”. Book 2 chapter 6

« Migdal Eder, Is also mentioned in the Jewish

Targums and Is translated “The anointed one of
the flock of Israel”



And Rachel 01e0, and was buried in the way to
prmtb, which is Bethlehem.

Ano Jacob set a piﬂar upon her grave: that is the
pillar of Rachel's grave unto this day.
And Israel journeyed, and spread yis tent beyond the

Genesis 35:19-21
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It was built as a watch tower...

...t10 be used by shepherds for protection
from robbers and wild animals

Given the significance of the sheep around
Bethlehem (destined for Temple sacrifice), it
was an important look-out to guard against
trouble

But it served a dual purpose...



* During lambing season, the sheep were
orought to the tower from the fields, as the
ower level functioned as the ‘birthing room’
for these sacrificial lambs.

* Being themselves under special rabbinical
care, these shepherds would strictly maintain
a ceremonially clean birthing place.




* Once birthed, the shepherds would routinely
place the lambs in the hewn depression of a
limestone rock known as "the manger"

* They would "wrap the new-born lambs in
swaddling clothes,"” preventing them from
thrashing about and harming themselves
"until they had calmed down" so they could
be inspected for the quality of being "without

spot or blemish”

— Jewish oral tradition & Alfred Edersheim, the Life and
Times of Jesus the Messiah.



* Approaching this subject from the Hebrew
perspective will show, that while swaddling
"cloths" were used In the handling of newborn
babies, swaddling "bands" (as referenced
In Job 38:9) were used for subduing animals
prior to sacrifice. These "swaddling bands"
were strips of gauze-like cloth used to restrain
a lamb being prepared for inspection before
sacrifice to prevent thrashing that they not
"blemish" themselves.



A sacrifice had to be "bound" (Hebrew "agad)
In order to be valid. "Binding" an animal for
sacrifice Is the Hebrew akeida specifically
mentioned in Abraham's "binding" of Yitzchak
(Isaac) for sacrifice to the Almighty in Genesis
229

— Jewish oral tradition & Alfred Edersheim, the Life and
Times of Jesus the Messiah.

* These swaddling bands were made from old
priestly robes!




* So there was no need for the angels to give
these shepherds directions to the birth
place, because they already knew it!

* These were the men who raised sacrificial
lambs that were sacrificed in the Temple,
that were birthed, laid in a manger &
wrapped in swaddling bands at Migdal Edar

* When the angelic announcement came, they
knew exactly where to go!



* They would also no doubt be aware of the
prophecy from Micah that the Messiah
would make His appearance to Israel at their
tower!



» ...as Luke 2 indicates, the sign of the
manger could only mean the manger at the
base of the Tower of the Flock, as it is found
In the original Greek wording of Luke 2:7,12
and 16!

* You cannot explain the meaning or direction
of the sign they were given or their response
unless you have the right manger, the right
shepherds and the proper Hebraic
perspective.




When there was no room for them in the ‘guest

chamber'...

...Joseph had to find shelter and a place for

Mary to give birth

On their route into Bethlehem they would travel

right passed this

ower of the Flock

And it was to this place that Joseph takes Mary

And it was In this special place at Migdal Edar
that Christ was born, fulfilling the prophecy of

Micah



* Prophetically, Migdal Edar - (the tower of the
flock), Is the exact place in Bethlehem for the

Christ to be born,

« God was faithful in assuring Israel that he
would fulfill his promises to them of the

kingdom



* Prominent Jewish writers concluded in the
Midrash,
— (an early Jewish commentary on the O.T.)

* That of all the places in Israel, it would be the
“Migdal Eder”, The tower of the flock in
Bethlehem, where the arrival of the Messiah

would be declared first!



And tbou, tbe strong hold of the

danghter of Zion, unto thee shall it come, even the first
dominion; the Ringdom shall come to the daughter of
Jerusalem.

Micah 4:8




 Warren Wiersbe, comments:

"As the pregnant woman must deliver the
child, So Judah mast be taken captive to
Babylon. It would be a time of pain but it
would eventually bring blessing. God
promised to deliver them and restore them,
and Micah uses the prophecy of the
Babylonian captivity of Judah as a pledge to
guarantee the birth of Christ at “Migdal Edar”
at Bethlehem, which is exactly where it took

place!”



 Warren Wiersbe, comments:

“Micah prophesied that as surely as the
Babylonians would soon carry away Judah in
the north, so the messiah would come and
establish his kingdom, & here Micah pledges
that as surely as Babylon would carry away
Israel, into captivity, so the messiah would
arrive at the tower of the flock. And of course
Micah goes on with the prophesy in Ch. §”



 Migdal Eder, the Tower of the Flock, was

the
Tem

nlace where lambs destined for the

nle were born and raised. Every

firstborn male lamb from the area around
Bethlehem was considered holy, set aside
for sacrifice in Jerusalem. Generations of
hereditary shepherds tended the sacred

flocks.
— Why A Manger? - Bodie and Brock Thoene



These shepherd’s role was to inspect the
lambs to be used as sacrificial offerings

They were chosen to inspect and confirm that
the baby lying in their manger was indeed
without blemish

This was the purpose of Christ’s first
coming...

“Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the
sin of the world” — John 1:29






Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea m
the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise
men fvom the east to Jemsa[em,

Sayinyg, Where is he that is born King of the Jews!? for
we have seen bis star in the east, ano are cowie to
wovsbi;o him.

When Herod the king had heard these tbings, he was
tvoub[eb, and al| Jemsa[em with him.
Matthew 2:1-3




And when he had gatbeveb all the cbief priests ano
scribes of the people together, he demanded of them
where Christ should be born.

Ano tbey said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: fov
thus it is written 639 tée ;ovopbet,

And thou Betb[ebem, in the [and o Juda, art not the
least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall
come a Governov, that shall vule my people Israel.

Matthew 2:4-6




Then Hero0, when he had ]ovi'w'[y called the wise
wew, inguired of thew diligently what time the star
appeareo.

And he sent them to Betb[ebem, and sai0, Go ano
search bi[igent[y £07 the Young cbi[b; and when e
have found bim, bring we word again, that T may

come ano wovsbip him also.

Matthew 2:7-8




When tbey had heard the king, tbey 0eparteo; ano,
[o, the star, which tbey saw in the east, went
befove tbem, till it came and stood over where the

young child was.

When tbey saw the stat, tbey rejoiced with
exceeding great joy. Matthew 2:9-10




Who were they?

Where did they come from?

Why did they travel so far?

How did they know about this King?
How many were there?

Why was ‘all Jerusalem’ troubled?




 The Magi were actually one of the most
powerful groups of men in the ancient
world.

* The Magi would have been well known at
that time



The Priests of the Media
Renowned for interpreting dreams

Mixed up the science of astronomy with
their superstition of astrology

They started trying to predict the future
— Fortune telling / Sorcery

— Magic is derived from Magi
— As is the word ‘magistrate’

They had a political and religious
component



As their reputation grew, they were looked
to for advice

No government in the east would be
without their team of Magi!

Important decisions would first be run
passed the Mag|

Particularly the appointment of a king

They make a number of Biblical
appearances...



Then the king said to the which knew the
times, (for so was the king's manner toward all that
knew law and judgment...

Esther 1:13-16




And n the second year of the reign of
Nebuchadnezzar Nebuchadnezzar dveamed oreams,
wherewith bis SpITit was tmub[eb, and bis s[eep brake
from him.

Then the king commanded to call thelmagicians, and

the astrologers, and the sorcevers, and the Chaldeans,
Eov to shew the king his dreams. So tbey came and stood

efore the king.




Then the Ring made Daniel a %’reat man, and gave

him many great gifts, and made him ruler over the

whole province i Babylow, and chief of the governors

over all the wise men of Babylon.
Daniel 2:46-48




* This was a hereditary order! ...

* Yet Daniel actually became Rabmag —
(Jer.39), meaning Chief of the Magi.

* King Nebuchadnezzar gave up the worship
of Ishtar, ( from where we get ‘Easter’) and was
aparantly converted.



So, It seems that much happened to the
magi under Daniel’'s ministry...
In Daniel chapter 5 verse 7 we find the

account of Belshazzar’s feast
— Where Items from the Jewish Temple we desecrated

Note: the new king at that time, calls the
soothsayers, but the magi are mysteriously
not present!

It seems that many of the magi, carried on
as true believers looking for the coming
Messiah from this time, under the influence
of Daniel himself.
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* It was then that a group of Persian-Parthian
king makers entered Jerusalem in the latter
days of the reign of Herod.

« “The Magi, likely traveling in force with
unimaginable oriental pomp and adequate
cavalry escort to insure their safe
penetration of Roman territory, certainly
alarmed Herod and the entire populace of
Jerusalem” — Chuck Missler

» Herod’s reaction was understandably one of
fear when one considers the background of
Roman-Parthian rivalry that prevailed during
his lifetime.



Picture by Giovanni, called the “Journey of the Magi”
- Note the horses (not camels!)



Botticelli’s picture of “the
adoration of the magi”

- Again, note the horses
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Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea m
the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise
men fvom the east to Jemsa[em,

Savimg, Where is he that is born King of the Jews!? fov

we have seen his star in the east| ano are cowe to

wovsbi;o him.

When Herod the king had heard these tbings, he was
tvoubleb, and all Jemsa[em with him
Matthew 2:1-3




And when he had gatbeveb all the cbief priests ano
scribes of the people together, he demanded of them
where Christ should be born.

Ano tbey said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: fov
thus it is written 639 tée ;ovopbet,

And thou Betb[ebem, in the [and o Juda, art not the
[east amony the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall
come a Governoy, that shall rule my) }oeop[e Israel.

Matthew 2:4-6




Then Hero0, when he had ]ovi'w'[y called the wise
wew, inguired of thew diligently what time the star
appeareo.

And he sent them to Betb[ebem, and sai0, Go ano
search bi[igent[y £07 the Young cbi[b; and when e
have found bim, bring we word again, that T may

come ano wovsbip him also.

Matthew 2:7-8




Wben they had heard the Ring, they departed; and,

o, the star, wbwb tbe saw m tbe east| went

befove tbem, till it came and stood over where the

When tbey saw the stat, tbey rejoiced with
exceeding great joy. Matthew 2:9-10

« Why, at the point they come out from seeing Herod, would
God send a star?

« Why would they even need the star at this point in time, if
Herod had just given them the correct directions?

« They needed directions that Herod couldn’t provide. Jesus
was no longer in Bethlehem!




And whenthey were come into the hous,

the young child with Mary his mother, and fell
00w, ano wovsbimoeb him: and when tbey had

opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts;
gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.

Matthew 2:11




* Not necessarily all mentioned.
These mentioned because they are
prophetic:
— Gold
 deity
— Frankincene
* priesthood (mixed into the shewbread by the priests)

— Myrrh
 when crushed, an ointment for burial

* Prophet; Priest; and King



Jesus was born in 2 B.C.

How could He be born ‘before Christ’?
Various theories are put forward...

However, does the Bible itself give the clue?
Jesus born 2 B.C.

Magi arrive 1 A.D.

This Is when Rome first hear of Jesus!

This 1s when the first records document His
existence!

It may not be an ‘error’ after all!
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..The one that’s never told



The Other Christmas Story

You know the traditional Christmas story...
You might know the truth about Christmas...
But do you know the other Christmas story?
It's already been sung about for weeks:

Supermarkets and Shopping malls have
been declaring it:

Yet 90% of churches in this country deny it
Bible colleges will not teach it

World governments actively seek to
undermine it



The Other Christmas Story

He shall be great, and shall be called the son of the
Highest: and the Lovb God shall grue unto him the
throne of his Tather Dauvio:

* The Throne of David Is a nationalistic
Jewish throne

* It demands the reestablishment of Israel,
the royal throne of David, a Jewish King
and Jewish Temple on the Temple Mt.



But tbou, Betb[ebem prmmb tbougb tbou be [ittle

among the thousands of Jubab, et out of thee shall he

come forth unto me that is to bewbose

goings forth have been from of old,

Micah 5:2

e Has Jesus ever ruled over Israel?
* Not yet!




Isailah 53 — The suffering Servant
Psalm 2 — Rule with a rod of iron
Not two Messiah's...

But two comings!

First: ‘Lamb of God’
— The Shepherds first

Then: 'King of Israel’
— The Magi some time later



King of Saints X1 Rrev 15:3
King of kings X3 1Tim 6:15/ Rev 17:14 / Rev 19:16

King of Israel X6 Is 44:6 / zeph 3:15 / Matt 27:42 |
Mark 15:32 / John 1:49 / John 12:13/

King of the Jews X18 Mt 2:2; 27:11; 27:29; 27:37 /
Mk 15:2; 15:9; 15:12; 15:18; 15:26 / Lk 23:3; 23:37; 23:38 /
Jn 18:33; 18:39; 19:3; 19:19; 19:21(2)

Thy King X4 Hos 13:10/ Zech 9:9/ Mt 21:5/Jn 12:15

Total = 28x to do with National Israel




— S0, when you think ‘Christmas’...
— You should think...

‘Sacrificial Lamb’!

— The location, the details and the Shepherds
themselves all speak of this great truth!

— But, that Is onIy half the story ( speC|f|caIIy Lukes half!). .
— When you think ‘Christmas’..
— You should also think..

The King of the Jews

— These two aspects are summerised in Isaiah 9:6-7



Lamb & King

— “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son Is
given: and the government shall be upon his
shoulder: and his name shall be called
Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

— Of the increase of his government and peace
there shall be o end; Upon the throne’ of David,
and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to
establish it with judgment and with justice from
henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD
of hosts will perform this”. '--*"\

RO 'jl'saiah 9:6-7



The Greatest present ever given!

God’s Son, given as the Lamb who would
take away the sins of the world.

Born In the town of the sacrificial lambs
Inspected by the very shepherds who
would approve the lambs to be offered In
Jerusalem to atone for sin!

Laid in the manger, and wrapped In
swaddling bands to prevent any blemish
He Is the Lamb of God, born on the Feast
of Trumpets to proclaim liberty to the
captives...

...slain from the foundation of the world!



Calvary Chapel Portsmouth
ol

Simpty teaching the Bible, simply
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