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Thessalonica - History 
• Thessalonica was the capital of Macedonia 

Secunda („second Macedonia‟) 

• It was founded in 315 B.C. by Cassander,  

– Son-in-law of Philip of Macedon  

– Became one of Alexander‟s four key generals,  

• He named it after his wife Thessalonike, 

– Half-sister of Alexander the Great. 
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2nd Missionary Journey: 

Following their time at Philippi, Paul & Silus head to Thesalonica   Acts 17:1 



Thessalonica - History 
• Strategic location: It had a natural harbour 

• Situated on Via Egnatia 

– the main route between Rome and the East. 

• It was the most populous town of Macedonia,  

– and practically the capital of Greece, Illyricum, 

and Macedonia.  

• Estimated 200,000 lived there in Paul‟s day.  

– Thessalonica was almost made the capital of the 

world;  

• Today the 2nd most important city in Greece. 
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1st Thessalonians 
• The first book by any famous author is 

usually highly prized as indicating earliest 

emphasis and gift of communication… 

• The amazing amount of Christian teaching 

that the apostle was able to fit into his short 

stay at Thessalonica is clearly indicated by 

the many doctrines he discusses as already 

known by the Thessalonians.  
   William MacDonald, Believer's Bible Commentary 



1st Thessalonians 
• Today the Rapture and Second Advent of our 

Lord are widely believed and looked for by 

evangelical Christians. This was not always 

so. The revival of interest in this doctrine, 

especially through the writings of the early 

Brethren in Great Britain (1825–1850) was 

largely based on 1 Thessalonians. Without 

this short Letter we would be terribly deprived 

in our understanding of the various aspects 

of Christ‟s return.  
   William MacDonald, Believer's Bible Commentary 



Outline 
• Coming of Christ Is an Inspiring Hope,  

       Chapter 1 

• Coming of Christ Is a Working Hope,  
       Chapter 2 

• Coming of Christ Is a Purifying Hope,  
       Ch 3:1–4:12 

• Coming of Christ Is a Comforting Hope,  
       Ch 4:13–18    

• Coming of Christ Is a Rousing Hope,  
       Chapter 5  
                  J Vernon McGee,  



The Book of  

1st Thessalonians 

Chapter 1 



1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 



1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 



1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 



The Wrath To Come 
• Throughout the OT God has foretold of a 

day when His wrath would be poured out on 

an unbelieving and wicked world 

• In contrast, repeated assurance are given 

to the righteous that the will be delivered 

from the day of wrath.  



Isaiah13:6-11 

The day of the LORD 



Isaiah13:6-11 

The day of the Lord 



Isaiah13:6-11 

The day of the Lord 



Genesis 18:23-25 

The Righteous Delivered 



Isaiah 26:20-21 

The Righteous Delivered 



Zephaniah 2:3 

The Righteous Delivered 



Psalm 27:5 

The Righteous Delivered 



Genesis 7:5 

The Righteous Delivered 



The Righteous Delivered 

Luke 21:36 

• „These things‟: 

• All nations in distress 

• Global turmoil 

• „The day of the Lord‟   „Tribulation‟  



The Book of  

1st Thessalonians 
Chapter 2 

“The greatest missionary manual 

ever written” 
Chuck Missler 



Chapter 2 
• Paul reminds them of his example  

– How he had suffered v.2 

– How he had been honest in all things v.3 

– How he had not tried to please men v.4 

– How he had not tried to take advantage v.5 

– That he had not used them to further himself v.6 

– How he had been gentle v.7 

– How he had dedicated his life to serve v.8 

– How he had worked to pay his own way v.9 

– How he had been „unblamable‟ v.10 

• All of this so that he could exhort them: 
“That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath 

called you unto his kingdom and glory” 



1 Thessalonians 2:13 

• Contrast this with Acts 17:11 

• The Bereans are commended for diligently 

checking everything out for themselves 

• But are not the Thessalonians more so for a 

simple child-like faith? 

 



1 Thessalonians 2:19-20 

• Why did Paul contend to hard to see these 

believers abide in the faith? 

• Because he did not want to lose his prize! 

• Who have you brought to the LORD? 
– Or whom has  the LORD entrusted to your care? 

• What have you done to nurture them? 
– Have you made your own life an example? 



The Book of  

1st Thessalonians 

Chapter 3 



1 Thessalonians 3:1-7 



1 Thessalonians 3:1-7 



1 Thessalonians 3:12-13 



The Book of  

1st Thessalonians 

Chapter 4 



1 Thessalonians 4:1-3 

• Let us go on to spiritual maturity! 



The Book of  

1st Thessalonians 
Chapter 4:13-18 

“one of the most important prophetic 

passages in the Scriptures” 
J Vernon McGee 



The Rapture of the Church 

• Controversial Doctrine?  

• or  

• Our Blessed Hope? 



The Rapture of the Church 

• What does „rapture‟ mean? 
– To be translated from earth to heaven, without 

dying 
• Examples: Enoch / Elijah / Jesus / 2 Witnesses  

• Does the word „rapture‟ occur in the Bible? 



Harpazo 

• 1 Thes 4:17 –  “Caught up” 

• Translated from the Greek word „harpazo‟  

– to snatch away, to lift, transport, pluck, carry away or 
rapture. 

• In the Latin Vulgate translation, „harpazo‟     
is actually translated as „rapturus‟,  

– from which we derive the word „rapture‟ 

• So whilst the word „rapture‟ is not found in 
English translations, it is in the Bible 



The Rapture of the Church 

• What does „rapture‟ mean? 
– To be translated from earth to heaven, without 

dying 
• Examples: Enoch / Elijah / Jesus / 2 Witnesses  

• Does the word „rapture‟ occur in the Bible? 

• Does the Bible teach that the Church will 

be Raptured? 
– If so, Why? 

– When? 

 



The Rapture of the Church 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  



The Rapture of the Church 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  



The Rapture of the Church 

• The Church will be Raptured at some point 
in the future 

• We can be as sure of this as we can of 
Christ‟s resurrection 

• This should be a great comfort to the 
Church 

• We will be united with our loved ones  
– who have died in the faith 

• Paul elaborates in Corinthians…  
 



The Rapture of the Church 

1 Corinthians 15:50-55 



The Rapture of the Church 

1 Corinthians 15:50-55 



The Book of  

1st Thessalonians 

Chapter 5 



The Purpose of The Rapture 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-9  



The Purpose of The Rapture 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-9  



The Purpose of The Rapture 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-10  

• Note: Wrath is not persecution 

• The „Wrath‟ is „The day of the Lord‟  



The Purpose of The Rapture 

• #1 to receive resurrection bodies fit for 

eternity 

• #2 to fulfil the promise Christ made in 

John 14  

 

 
 

• #3 to deliver us from the Wrath to come 

 

 
 



The Tribulation 

7 Years 

3 ½   Years 3 ½   Years 

„Beginning of 

Sorrows‟ 
Great Tribulation 

Time of God‟s Wrath 

Revelation 6 - 19 

Post 

Trib 

Mid 

Trib 

Pre 

Trib 

? 



Mid Trib. („Pre Wrath‟) 

• It denies the doctrine of imminence  
 - that Christ could return at any time  
• It agrees that the Church must be 

raptured before God‟s wrath… 
• But ignores the fact that the whole 

tribulation period is a time of wrath 
(Rev 6)   

 

 
 



Post Trib. (2nd Coming) 

• At the 2nd Coming Jesus puts His feet 
on the earth and stays to establish 
His kingdom (Rev 19 / Matt 24/5) 
 

• At the Rapture He meets the Church 
in the air and takes her back to 
heaven (John 14 / 1 Thes 1) 

 
 



Post Trib. (2nd Coming) 

• At the 2nd Coming Jesus comes with 
His saints (Rev 19 / Jude) 
 

• At the Rapture Jesus comes for His 
saints (John 14 / 1 Thes 4) 

 
 



Post Trib. (2nd Coming) 

• At the 2nd Coming Jesus comes to 
intercede on behalf of Israel at the 
battle of Armageddon (Hos 5:15/Zech 14) 
 

• At the Rapture Jesus comes to take 
the Church back to Heaven   
     (John 14 / 1 Thes 4) 
   

 
 



Post Trib. (2nd Coming) 

• At the 2nd Coming every eye will see 
Him (Rev 19 / Matt 24) 
 

• At the Rapture only the resurrected 
believers see Him (Acts 1 / 1 Thes 4) 

 
 



Post Trib. (2nd Coming) 

• At the 2nd Coming Jesus will judge 
the nations (Matt 25) 
 

• At the Rapture Jesus will judge 
(reward) the Church (1 Cor 3 / Ps 50) 
 

• The Judgement seat of Christ takes 
place in heaven and we are rewarded 
with crowns that Jesus wears at His 
Second Coming. (2 Cor 5 / Rev 19)  

 



Post Trib. (2nd Coming) 

• The book of Revelation clearly shows 
the Church in heaven before the 
throne before the Tribulation begins 
(Rev 4/5) 
 

• The Marriage Supper of the Lamb 
takes place in Heaven before the 2nd 
Coming (Eph 5 / Rev 19)  

 

 



The Biggest Problem? 

• Was the death of Christ sufficient to 
pay for all our sin? 

• „Tetelastai‟ – „Paid in full‟ (John 19:30)   
• Then Jesus took the wrath of God 

upon Himself for us (Isaiah 53:10 / 2 Cor 5:21) 

• If the Church remains for a moment 
of God‟s wrath, it is a denial of the 
completed work of Christ 



1 Thessalonians 5:14-24 



1 Thessalonians 5:14-24 



1 Thessalonians 5:14-24 



The Book of  

2nd Thessalonians 



2nd Thessalonians 
• Reason for writing: 
• There were three principal reasons for another 

Letter, even so soon after the first.  

– The saints were being persecuted and needed to 

be encouraged     Chapter 1  

– They were being misled as to the Day of the Lord 

and needed to be enlightened  Chapter 2 

– Some were living in idleness in view of the Lord‟s 

Return and needed to be corrected  Chapter 3  
                                          William MacDonald, Believer's Bible Commentary 



2nd Thessalonians 
• Reason for writing: 

• “With regard to the Day of the Lord, the believers 

were fearful that they were already in it. Their fears 

were strengthened by false rumours to the effect 

that Paul himself was teaching that the Day was 

now present. So the apostle sets the record straight.  

• It should be apparent that the Day of the Lord is not 

the same as the coming of the Lord, that is, the 

Rapture. The saints were not fearful that the Lord 

had come; they were fearful that they were in the 

Tribulation, the first phase of the Day of the Lord.”  
                                          William MacDonald, Believer's Bible Commentary 



The Book of  

2nd Thessalonians 

Chapter 1 



2 Thessalonians 1:7-12 

• The church at Thessalonica had been 

„troubled‟ by those teaching things contrary to 

that which God had revealed through Paul 

• Paul once again returns their focus on to the 

great hope and expectation we have  



2 Thessalonians 1:7-12 

• Hell is eternal 

• Hell will attest to God‟s unchanging nature 

• Hell will ultimately bring glory to God 



“Excellent topic! I truly enjoyed reading “Does 

Heaven Exist?” I am a devout Christian, and don‟t 

give much thought to heaven. My spirituality isn‟t 

based on an anthropomorphic, kick-butt God who 

will throw four generations of children into eternal 

damnation because some distant forefather ticked 

him off. Heaven is the flip side of the absolutely 

barbaric notion of hell that evolved under that kick-

butt mindset… To me, God is a symbol for 

something unfathomable, an utter mystery that fills 

my heart with joy and my spirit with song.” 

Letter published in Time magazine 

A god to suite you 



“Notice the use of the words “To me…” That is the 

key. To be an idolater, you make a god to suit 

yourself, one devoid of reference to sin, 

righteousness, and judgment. Make sure he or she 

likes the things you like and hates the things you 

hate. If you like lust, so will your god, If your god 

doesn‟t mind lying and stealing, then you can lie, 

steal, and lust to your heats content. Your god will fill 

your heart with joy and your spirit with song… right 

up until Judgment Day! 

Response by Ray comfort 

A god to suite you 



2 Thessalonians 1:7-12 

• Once again… „Because of this…‟ 

• The reality of what we profess is the reason 

we profess it! 



The Book of  

2nd Thessalonians 

Chapter 2 



2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 

• Two events highlighted: 

• 1) The Second Coming of Jesus 

• 2) The Gathering of the saints to Him  



2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 

• Paul alludes to a letter they had received 

purportedly from him, suggesting they had 

missed the Day of Christ. 

• This was the hope of the early Church 



2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 

• A falling away? From the faith 

• Gr. Apostasia – Lit. a departing 

• It can be used to indicated a departing from 

the faith… 

• But equally can refer to leaving a location 

• Two events are here identified: 
– 1) the departing of the Saints 

– 2) the unveiling of Anti-Christ (the man of sin) 



2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 

• Just as Antiochus Epiphanies had done 

• Antichrist will have an image of himself 

erected in the Temple 
– Which means a Jewish Temple must be rebuilt 



Revelation 13:15 

Antichrist‟s Abomination 



Matthew 24:15-16 

Antichrist‟s Abomination 



2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 

• Who is the restrainer? The Holy Spirit! 
– Note: He will be taken out of the way. 

• Why? 

• So that iniquity on earth will abound 

• This will then set the scene for God‟s wrath to 

be poured out during the Tribulation 



John 14:16-17 

• The Holy Spirit was given as a gift to the 

Church… forever! 

• If the Holy Spirit departs, so must the Church 

The Holy Spirit 
A Special treasure for the Church 



2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 

• That wicked one? = Antichrist 
– See Daniel 2:34-35  

– Also Revelation 20:20 

 



2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 

• Antichrist will deceive the whole world 

• God will allow the unrighteous to be deceived 



The Book of  

2nd Thessalonians 

Chapter 3 



2 Thessalonians 3:1-18 

• How important to lift each other up in prayer! 

• There are plenty of unreasonable people 
– We should not be shaken by them 



2 Thessalonians 3:1-18 

• If someone professes Christ with their lips 

but not with their life, keep away from them! 



2 Thessalonians 3:1-18 

• Paul once again points to his own life as an 

example to follow. 
• (would we be confident enough with our own 

Christian walk to do the same?) 



2 Thessalonians 3:1-18 

• Following Paul‟s visit, some had stopped 

working, waiting for the LORD‟s return 

instead 

• Paul condemns laziness in a believer! 
 



2 Thessalonians 3:1-18 



2 Thessalonians 3:1-18 



2 Thessalonians 3:1-18 



www.calvaryportsmouth.co.uk 


