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The Assyrian Empire 



The Kings of Assyria 
      Assyria built by Nimrod (Gen 10:11) 

The „Empire‟ was not founded until c.1228 B.C. by Tiglath Pileser I 

Pul  
                                 (1st Oppression of Israel)             2 Kings 15:19 

Tiglath Pileser III 
                           (Ahaz of Judah buys his support)    2 Kings 16:7 

Shalmaneser 
                             (Lays siege to Samaria for 3 yrs)           2 Kings 17:3-5 

Sargon II  
             (Carried Israel away captive (27,280 people))      2 Kings 17:3-5 

Sennacherib 
                  (Leads an assault on Judah)    2 Kings 18:13 / 2 Kings 19:32-36  

Esar-haddon 
              (Assyria subdued by Egypt then Babylon)         2 Kings 19:37 

                  Ashurbanipal (Asenappar)  Ezra 4:10 

    



2 Kings 18:13 

• Sennacherib’s inscriptions refer to his conquest 

of 46 strong cities of Hezekiah + many villages 

• His military chiefs (Tartan and Rabsaris and Rab-

shakeh) then brought threats and warnings to 

Hezekiah in Jerusalem   
– and spoke to the people over the wall 

The Days of Hezakiah  



The Sennacherib Prism 

The text of the prism boasts how 

Sennacherib destroyed forty-six 

of Judah's cities, and trapped 

Hezekiah in Jerusalem "like a 

caged bird." The text goes on to 

describe how the "terrifying 

splendour" of the Assyrian army 

caused the Arabs and 

mercenaries reinforcing the city 

to desert. It adds that the 

Assyrian king returned to 

Assyria where he later received 

a large tribute from Judah. 

Picture by David Castor 



The Taylor Prism 

This six-sided baked clay document 

(or prism) was discovered at the 

Assyrian capital Nineveh. It was 

acquired by British Colonel R. 

Taylor in 1830. 

The record of his account of his 

third campaign (701 BC) is 

particularly interesting to scholars. It 

involved the destruction of forty-six 

cities of the state of Judah and the 

deportation of 200,150 people. 

Hezekiah, king of Judah, is said to 

have sent tribute to Sennacherib.  

Picture by British Museum 



The Days of Hezakiah  

• Rab-shakeh warned that God would not be 

able to save them  

• The ‘gods of the nations’ had not been able 

to deliver them 

• Rab-shakeh’s message was that  the 

people of Judah would be better to go to 

the Assyria where there will be abundance 

and they could prosper 



 



The Days of Hezakiah  

• Twofold challenge: 

• Firstly, you can’t win so don’t fight 

• Secondly,  the promise of an easy and 

abundant life if you simply conform! 

• These two challenges face us today! 

• Will you give in? 

• Will you conform? 

• Has the pressure just got too much? 

 



2 Kings 18:3 

The Days of Hezakiah  

• Hezekiah was a good king! 
• Yet all this trouble comes upon them 

• There was the prospect of defeat by Assyria 

• …and the danger of his own people 

defecting 

• Why do bad things happen to good people?   



James 1:2-4 
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2 Chronicles 32:1-4 

The Days of Hezakiah  
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Hezekiah’s Tunnel 
Jerusalem 



Hezekiah’s tunnel  
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Hezekiah’s tunnel  

Waistline 

Waterline!! 
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2 Kings 19:1 

• Where do you go when troubled? 

• To what (or whom) do you resort?  
– Psalm 32:7 “Thou art my hiding place; thou shalt 

preserve me from trouble; thou shalt compass me about 

with songs of deliverance. Selah.” 

– Psalm 119:114 “Thou art my hiding place and my 

shield: I hope in thy word”. 

 



2 Kings 19:2 

• Hezekiah sent: 

• Eliakim, Shebna & the Elders! 
– All sent to inquire of God’s Word through Isaiah 

• What value do you place on God’s Word? 
– Do you give your most valuable resources to 

inquire after God’s Word when in need? 



2 Kings 19:3 

• “We‟ve come this far, surely it can‟t all end here 

and now when we need to be strong?” 

– Trouble: Affliction from the hand of the enemy 

– Rebuke: Chastisement/Correction from God 

– Blasphemy: The grounds on which appeal is made  

• How do you respond when God is blasphemed? 

 



2 Kings 19:4 

• Hezekiah's first request is that Isaiah prays! 

 



2 Kings 19:5-7 

• The test of faith!  

• God has given His Word, do you trust it? 

 



The Test of Faith 

• “If we learn to worship God in the trying 

circumstances, He will alter them in two 

seconds when He chooses”  
– Oswald Chambers 



2 Kings 19:8-10 



2 Kings 19:11-13 



 

British Museum - London 



2 Kings 19:14 

• The letter was addressed to Hezekiah, but 

he realised the right recipient was God! 

• Hezekiah was simply a representative of 

the God of Abraham, Isaac & Jacob; an 

ambassador.  

• This was not his burden to carry! 



2 Kings 19:15 

• We see this at the entrance of Eden – Gen 3:24 

• ...depicted on the Mercy Seat – Ex 25:18 

• …before the throne in Heaven – Ezek 10 

• …and the ultimate revelation at the Garden 

Tomb – John 20:12 

 



2 Kings 19:16-18 

• “For all the gods of the nations are idols: but 

the LORD made the heavens” – Psalm 96:5 



2 Kings 19:19 

• Unless God comes through there is no 

tomorrow!  

• Ref: Moses / Gideon / David / Daniel  

• God will remove every other option until your 

only choice is Him!  



Question: 

What is the first thing God declares is 

‘Not good’? 

Genesis 2:18 

• Man was made for relationship 



Micah 6:8 

What does God desire?  



2 Kings 19:20-21 



2 Kings 19:22-23 



2 Kings 19:24-25 



2 Kings 19:26-28 



2 Kings 19:29-31 



2 Kings 19:32-34 



2 Kings 19:35 

• “If we learn to worship God in the trying 

circumstances, He will alter them in two 

seconds when He chooses”  
– Oswald Chambers 



 



Revelation 20:1-2 

Angelic Power 

• Note: not even an Archangel – just a regular 

angel carrying out God’s command! 



2 Kings 19:36-37 
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Siege of Lachish 

 



Siege of Lachish 

 



 

British Museum - London 



Other Theories? 
• In What If?, a collection of essays on counterfactual 

history, historian William Hardy McNeill speculates that 

the accounts of mass death among the Assyrian army in 

the Tanakh might be explained by an outbreak 

of cholera (or other water-borne diseases) due to the 

springs beyond the city walls having been blocked, thus 

depriving the besieging force of a safe water supply. 

• The extraordinary defeat of Sennacherib which McNeill 

suggests, by disease which was as yet not understood, 

would have proven YHWH superior to the gods of the 

most powerful nation then known to the Jews, Assyria. 

McNeill concludes that if Sennacherib had taken the city, 

the Jews may have adopted polytheism; consequently, 

the Abrahamic faiths {Judaism, Christianity, Islam} would 

not exist. 



What Became of the Assyrian Army? 
• Historians may have their theories, but it is inconceivable that 

Sennacherib, after conquering almost all the Middle East, 

would simply abandon his attempt to take Jerusalem – the 

capitol of Israel (Judah).  

• To have ‘not bothered’ to take Jerusalem (when he had 

already defeated 46 principle cities in Israel – and had this 

fact inscribed on at least two clay cylinders that have survived 

to this day) would have been seen as and the inability to 

defeat Israel’s God.  

• Sennacherib’s great boast was the none of the gods of the 

other nations had saved them, so to leave Jerusalem (which 

only 300 years earlier had been the most powerful city in 

Middle East under Solomon) would be construed by 

surrounding nations as a sign of weakness.  

– See Ezra 4:15 to note the attitude held by others regarding Jerusalem    



What Became of the Assyrian Army? 
• So the inescapable fact remains: 

• Assyria, following two sieges of Jerusalem, failed to take the 

city, and there is not even any record of a battle.  

• Israel (Judah) were hopelessly outnumbered, and could not 

call for help from other Jewish cities, as most had already 

been defeated!  

• An outbreak of disease among the Assyrian troops would 

have only intensified the need to take Jerusalem and avail 

themselves of her fresh water supplies and food. 

• Yet Assyria did not take Jerusalem, and from this point on 

never again assert the same military strength, and never 

again come against Israel. Within 100 years, Assyria would 

fall to the Babylonians, never to recover.   

• The Bible offers the only explanation to these facts! 
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