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Torah - 5
Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy

Historical - 12
Joshua
Judges
Ruth
1 Samuel
2 Samuel
1 Kings
2 Kings
1 Chronicles
2 Chronicles

Old Testament

Poetical Books - 5
Job
Psalms
Proverbs
Ecclesiastes
Song of Songs

Ezra
Nehemiah
Esther

Post Exile History

Major Prophets - 5

Isaiah

Jeremiah
Lamentations

Ezekiel

Daniel

Minor Prophets - 12

Hosea
Joel
Amos
Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi



The Panorama of History
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History of the Times

Times of the Gentiles Luke 21:24
- Medo-Persian Empire

> 9 228 Years ay
& o .2 & N
,§ Q‘Q g | § {9\ o QY Q (4
G g NEY & $ $ N
2 | L B .0 & o IS IS S
KN @ >N S O & @ > > S
A ) P L ¢ < <
Y 9 % Q v 9 v
612 B.C. 606 B.C. 553 B.C. 539B.C. 445 B.C. 356 B.C. 323 B.C 167 B.C.
{E'ﬂnpire
History Prophetic

..

Ezra / Nehemiah / Esther

Haggai / Zechariah / Malachi




The Sabbath for the Land

Six years thou shalt sow tby f1e[b and six vears thou
shalt prune tby vineyard, and gatber m tg frmt
tbereof

But in the seventh vear shall be a sabbath of rest
unto the [anb a sabbatly for the LORD: thou shalt
neither sow tby field, nor prune thy vineyar.

Leviticus 25:3-4



The Sabbath for the Land

Amd I will make your cities waste, and bring your
sanctuaries unto desolation, and 1 will not swell the
savour of Your sweet 0dours.

And 1 will bring the [and into desolation: and your
enemies which owell thervein shall be astonished at it.

And T will scatter You amony the beatben, and will
draw out a sword after you: and your land shall be
desolate, and your cities waste.

Leviticus 26:31-35




The Sabbath for the Land

Then shall the [and engoy her sabbatbs, as [ong as it
[ieth desolate, and ye be in your enemies’ land; even
then shall the [and rest, and enjoy her sabbaths.

As long as it lieth desolate it shall rest; because it did
not est in your sabbaths, when ye dwelt upon it.

Leviticus 26:31-35




Sabbath Rest For The Land

_
Tberefore [Go0] Brougbt upon them the king of the
Cba[bees, who slew their Young men with the sword in

the house of their sanctuary, and had no compassion
upon Young man or maiden, old man, or him that

stooped for age: he gave them all into his hand.

Amd all the vessels of the house of God, great and
smaﬂ, and the treasures of the house of the LORD, and
the treasures of the Ring, and of his princes; all these he
brought to Babylon.




Sabbath Rest For The Land

And they burnt the house of God, and brake down the
wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the palaces theveof
with fire, and destroyed all the goodly vessels thereof.

And them that had esca(’yJeb fvom the sword carried he

away to Babylon; where they were servants to him and
his sons until the veign of the kingdom of Persia:

To fv;ﬁﬂ the word of the LORD by the mouth of
Jeremiab, until the [and had enjoyeo her sabbaths: for
as long as she [ay desolate she kept sabbatb, to fu[ il
threescore and ten vears.

2 Chron 36:17-21




The Seventy Years

* There are two periods of 70 years
* "The servitude of the nation’

— Specifically in regard to the

 ‘The desolations of Jerusa
— Specifically in regard to the

PEOPLE
em’
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The Servitude of the Nation

For thus saith the LORD of bosts, the God of Isme[;
Let not your prophets and your diviners, that be in
the midst of you, deceive you, neither hearken to
your dreams which ye canse to be dreamed.

For tbey propbes fa[se[y unto you in my name: I
have not sent tgem, saith the LORD.

Jeremiah 29:8-11




The Servitude of the Nation

For thus saith the LORD, That aftev seventy vears
be accomplished at Baby(on 1 will wisit you, and
er[orm my good word toward You, in cansing You

to return to tyis place.

For I know the tbougbts that 1 think toward You,
saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil,

to give you an expected eno.

Jeremiah 29:8-11




The Servitude of the Nation

* Nebuchadnezzar put Israel under
servitude with the 15t Siege of
Jerusalem in summer 606 B.C.

* Daniel deported to Babylon
- 23" July 606 B.C. (?)

 Servitude ends following the decree
of Cyrus in summer of 537 B.C.

- 20 July 537 B.C. (?)

* The interval is 25,200 days,

- 70 years of 360 days each.
(Cf. Jer 29:10/ 2 Chron 36:23)



The Desolations of Jerusalem

Tberefore tbus sm'tb tbe LORD of bosts,- Because ye
have not heard my woros,

Behold, 1 will send and take all the families of the
north, saith the LORD, ano Nebuchadrezzar the

king of Babylon, my servant, and will bring them
agm’nst this [anb, and agamst the inhabitants

thereof, and against all these nations round about,
and will utterly destroy them, and make them an
astom’sbment, and an hissing, and perpetual ~
desolations.  Heb: owlam i.e. the vanishing point:

. i Jeremiah 25:8-11




The Desolations of Jerusalem

Moreover I will take fvom tbem tbe voice of mwtb
and the voice of g[abness, the woice of the
bridegroom, and the woice of the bride, the sound of
the millstones, and the light of the candle.

Andthis whole [and shall be a beso[atmn ano an

astonisyment; and these nations spall serve the king
of Babylon seventy years.

Jeremiah 25:8-11




The Desolations of Jerusalem

Agam n the ninth year, in the tenth montb, in the
tenth 04y of the mont ) the word of the LORD cawte
unto me, saying,

Son of man, write thee the name of the day, even of
this same day: the king of Babylon set himself
against Jerusalem this same day.

Ezekiel 24:1-2



The Desolations of Jerusalem

* At the very time the Babylonian army
was surrounding Jerusalem, Ezekiel,
hundreds of miles away in Babylon,

IS told to record,
- 10t day of Tebeth, 587 BC (16t Aug 587 B.C.)



The Desolations of Jerusalem

And now, 1 pray you, consider from this day and
upward, from before a stone was [aid upon a stone
in the temp[e of the LORD..

temple was laid, consider it.

Haggal 2:15-18



The Desolations of Jerusalem

* Haggal, nails the date they ended,
- 24" day of Kislev, 518 BC (14t Aug 518 B.C.)

* The Interval is 25,200 days,

- 70 years of 360 days each.
(Cf. 2 Kings 25:1; Jeremiah 52:4)



Servitude / Desolations

606 BC 537 BC
1st Siege Decree of
Cyrus

Servitude of

the Nation
70 yrs

\4
<> <>
19 19

70 yrs »>
Yrs J Yrs

\4

Desolations of
Jerusalem

3'd Siege Decree of
Darius the Great
587 BC

518 BC



Kings of Babylonian Empire

Nabopolassar
(627-605)

Nebuchadnezzar
(605-562)cc
I

I
Evil-Merodach ‘ . |
(562-559) Daughter + Neriglissar Jeremiah 39:13

2 Kings 25:27 (559-556)
Jeremiah 52:31 |
Labashi-Marduk
(2 months 556) Nitocris (d) married
Nabonidus (556-536)

Belshazzar
(553-539)




The Babylonian Empire

.Babylon




Kings of Persian Empire

Cyrus (559-530) (537 B.C. Jews Return Home)
Darius (Gubaru) (539-?) |

Ruled Babylon Cambyses Il (Artaxerxes — Ezra 4:7-24)
(530-521) (Work on Temple stopped)

SINEIS
(8 months 521-520)

|
Darius The Great (Hystaspes)

(520 486) (Ezra 4:24)

Xerxes (Esther)
(486-465)

Artaxerxes
Longimanus
(465-424)



The Persian Empire
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The Book of Ezra

10 Chapters
Most probably written by Ezra

Purpose:

— To record the 15t national regathering after the
Babylonian captivity

Theme:

— End of the Servitude & the rebuilding of the
Temple

Key characters:

— Ezra, Cyrus, Darius, Artaxerxes

— Zerubbabel (son of Sheattiel), Jeshua (son of Jozadak)



Some Difficulties

Zerubbabel is called the son of Shealtiel, but
also the son of Pedaiah

S
A

Ezra 3:2, 8; 5:2; Neh. 12:1; Hag. 1:12, 14, 2:2, 23;
Matt. 1:12: Luke 3:27

nealtiel and Pedalah were brothers 1 chr3:17-18

pparently Shealtiel died without children

So to fulfill the Levitical requirement for
succession... Deut. 25:5-10 ‘Levirite Marriage’

Pedaiah (his younger brother) raises up seed
for his deceased brother



Some Difficulties

* In Luke’s genealogy he identifies Shealtiel as
the son of Neri (descendant of Nathan)

* However, Shealtiel is actually the son of
Jeconiah (descendant of Solomon)
— upon whom is a blood curse



Royal Decent

Neri (no sons)
‘ (adopts

Jeco_niah

Pedaiah Shealtiel (Dal]ghter)
| 1 |

!

Zerubabel

l




The House of‘David‘

Matthew: ‘ Luke:
I |

Solomon NETGEN :

Rehoboam Mattatha Zerubbabel

Abijah Menan =

Asa Melea ' Joanna

Jehoshaphat . Elighe : Juda

iiroranl r ' I Joseph

aziah | I Semei

Joash* | I Mattathias

Amaziah* I Simeon : \YEE))

Uzziah l Levi 1 Nagge

Jotham : Matthat I Esli

Ahaz | Jorim I Naum

Hezekiah : Eliezer ' Amos

Manasseh ! Jose : Mattathias

Amon . Er I Joseph

Josiah : Elmodam 1 Janna

L ! Cosam : Melchi

Addi : 3V
Melchi | Matthat
Neri I Heli

Joseph

(Mary)



Daughters of Zelophehad

* Torah exception on rules of inheritance
— Requested of Moses Numbers 27:1-11
— Granted by Joshua Joshua 17:3-6

» Husband adopted by father of the bride

Ezra 2:61=Neh 7:63;: Num 32:41, cf. 1 Chr 2:21-23, 34-35

» Anticipates the lineage of Christ
—Joseph was the son-in-law of Hell  Luke 3:23

nomi,zw, nomizo, reckoned as by law



The Blood Curse on Jeconiah*

* Also called Jehoiachin

————————
Thus saith the LORD, Write ye this man
childless, a man that shall not prosper in bis

days: for no man of his seed shall prosper
sitting upon the throne of David, and ruling
any more in Judab.

Jeremiah 22:30

» Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, son of does not
become king! Yet the Messiah can



The Virgin Birth

 Hinted at the Garden of Eden:

—“The Seed of the Woman...”  Genesis 3:15
* Prophesied by Isaiah:
— A Virgin shall conceive...” Isaiah 7:14

* Required by the blood curse on the royal
line Jeremiah 22:30
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Chapter 1
End Of The Exile




Now in the fwst vear of Cyrus kmg of Persia,
that the word of the LORD b the mouth of
Jeremial might be fu[ﬁﬂeb tbe LORD stirred up

the srmt of Cyrus kmg 0 Persmé that he made a

proclamation tbrougbout all his
it also in writing, saying,

ngoom, and put




Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The LORD God
of heaven hath girven me all the kingboms of the
eartb; and e hath cbargeb e to build him an
house at Jemsa[em, which is in Jubab.

Who is there amonz Yyou of all his peop[e? his God

be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which
18" Jubab and build the house of the LORD God
of Isvael, (ée is the God,) which is in Jerusalem.

Ezra 1:2-3




And whosoever remaineth in any p[ace where be
sogoumetb, et the men of his place be[p him with

silver, and with gold, and with goods, and with
beasts, beside the freewill offering for the house of
God that is in Jerusalem.




The Cylinder of Cyrus
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The Cylinder of Cyrus

| ".--without any battle, he entered the town, sparing any
w1 calamity; ... | returned to sacred cities on the other side of

| the Tigris, the sanctuaries of which have been ruins for a

long time... and established for them permanent
sl sanctuaries. | also gathered all their former inhabitants

== and returned to them their habitations."
British Museum, London.




Then rose up the cbief of the fatbers of Jubab ano
Benjamin, and the priests, and the Levites, with all

them whose spirit Goo had raised, to 4o up to build
the house of the LORD which is in Jemsa[em.




And all tbey that were about them strengtbeneb
their hands with vessels of si[ver, with go[b, with
goobs, and with beasts, and with precious things,

eside all that was willingly offered.

Also Cyrus the king brought forth the wessels of
the house of the LORD, which Nebuchadnezzar
had brought Zorth out of Jerusalem, and had put
them in the house of his gods;




Even those did Cyrus king of Persia bring forth
b;y the hand of Mithredath the treasurey, ano

numbered them unto Sheshbazzar, the prince of

Tudah.
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Chapter 2
Return From Exile



Now these are the childven of the province that
went up out of the ca trvity), of those which had
been carried away, wyom Nebuchadnezzar the

king of Babylon had carried away unto Babylon,
and came again unto Jerusalem and Judab, every
ome unto his city;




The whole congregation together was forty and
two thousand three gunbreb ano tbreescore,
Beside their servants and their maios, of whom

there were seven thousand three hundred tbirty
and seven: and there were among them two
hundred singing men and singing women.

Ezra 2:64-65

42.360 Returned from Exile
+ 7,337 servants etc.

Total = 49,697
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Chapter 3
Return From Exile



And when the seventh month was come, ano the
chiloren of Israel were in the cities, the peop[e
gatbereb themselves togetber as one man to
Jerusalem.

Then stood up Jesbua the son of Jozabak, and bis
brethren the priests, ano Zerubbabel the son of

Sbea[tie[, and bis bvetbren, and builded the altar of
the God of Israel, to of[er burnt offerings thereon,
as it is written in the law of Moses the man of
Go0.

Ezra 3:1-2




Amd they set the altar upon bis bases; for fear
was upon them because of the people of those
countries: and they offered burnt offerings thereon
unto the LORD, even burnt offerings morning and
evening.

They kept also the feast o[f tabernacles, as it is

written, and offered the daily burnt ogerings by
number, according to the custom, as the duty of
every 0ay requireo;




And afterward offered the continual burnt
offering, both of the new moons, and of all the set
feasts of the LORD that were consecrated, and of
every one that willingly offered a freewi[{ offering
unto the LORD.

From the fivst 04y of the seventh month began
they to offer burnt offerings unto the LORD.
But the rounbation of the temple of the LORD was

not yet Laio.




Now in the second vear of their coming unto the
house of God at Jerusalem, in the second montb,

began Zerubbabel the son of shealtiel, and Jeshua
the son of Jozadak, and the remnant of their
brethren the priests and the Levites, ano all tbey

that were come out of the captioity unto
Jerusalem; and appointed the Levites, E’rom twenty

years old and upward, to set forward the work of

the house of the LORD.




And they sang together by course in praising and
giving thanks unto the LORD; because he is ?oob,
07 bhis mercy endureth Jor ever toward Israel.

And all the peop[e shouted with a gveat sbout, when

they praised the LORD, because the foundation of

the house of the LORD was [aid.




But many) of the priests and Levites and chief of
the fathers, who were ancient men, that had seen
the first bouse, when the founbation of this house
was laid before their eyes, wept with a loud voice;
and many shouted aloud for joy:

the shout of joy {rom the noise of the weeping of
the people: for the people shouted with a lond
sbout, and the noise was heard afar off.

So that the pe(Zr[e could not discern the noise of
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Chapter 4
Delayed Work




Then tye peo
of the peop[g 0 Jubab, and troubled them in
building,

And hired counsellers against them, to frustrate
their purpose, all the days of Cyrus king of Persia,
even until the reign of Darius king o£ Persia.

e beginning
of his veign, wrote they unto him an accusation
agamst the inhabitants of Jubab ano Jemsa[em.

Ezra 3:1-2

And in the reign o£ Abasuerus, in t




God’s Timing

* Itis incredible to realise that the objections
of a few ‘locals’ were enough to thwart the
decree of a Persian king for and prevent the
rebuilding of the Temple

* Even more Iincredible when we remember
that the ‘law of the Meads and Persians’
cannot be altered!

* Yet until God’s time was right and the
decreed desolations were ended, the Jews

were seemingly powerless.



God’s Timing

* But mark the contrast
the spirit of Zerubbabel t
governor of Judah, and t
son of Josedech, the hig

when God “stirred up
ne son of Shealtiel,

ne spirit of Joshua the

N priest, and the spirit of

all the remnant of the people; and they came and
did work in the house of the LORD of hosts, their

God” (Hag 1:14)

* From this point the Temple was rebuilt in
just a little over 4 years, two months!



God’s Timing
Cyrus signs decree in 537 B.C.

Jews return home (c. 50,000)

Nothing is done regarding the temple c.2yrs
— €.535 B.C.

The next 5 years are ‘troublous times’
Cyrus’s son Cambyses > king 530 B.C.

The Samaritans seize the opportunity...

They petition Cambyses regarding the Jews
Cambyses calls a halt to the work (Ezra 4:21)
This lasts for another 12 years — to 518 B.C.

19 years from the decree to return home



Servitude / Desolations

606 BC 537 BC
1st Siege Decree of
Cyrus

Servitude of

the Nation
70 yrs
v
E a A
19 70 yrs
Yrs y_
Desolations
Jerusalem
3'd Siege Decree of
587 BC Darius the Great

518 BC



Kings of Persian Empire

Cyrus (559-530) (537 B.C. Jews Return Home)
Darius (Gubaru) (539-?) |

Ruled Babylon Cambyses Il (Artaxerxes — Ezra 4:7-24)
(530-521) (Work on Temple stopped)

SINEIS
(8 months 521-520)

I
Darius The Great (Hystaspes)

(520 486) (Ezra 4:24)
|

I
Xerxes (Esther)
(486-465)

Artaxerxes
Longimanus
(465-424)
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Chapter 5-6
The Work Completed



Then tye proppets, Haggai tye prophet, ano
Zecharial the son of 1000, pvopbesieb unto the Jews
that were in Jubab ano Jemsa[em in the name of
the God of Isvael, even unto them.

Then rose up Zerubbabel the son of Sbea[tie[, ano
Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and began to build the
house of God which is at Jemsa[em: and with them
were the propbets of God be[ping them.

Ezra 5:1-2




Troublous Times

Tatnal (the governor)
— “Who hath commanded you to build this house,
and to make up this wall?” Ezra 5:3

Letter sent to Darius (naming the Elders)
A search is made In the archives
The decree of Cyrus is found

The reply Is sent from Darius:
— “Let the work of this house of God alone”
Darius then also makes his own decree

granting expenses and
— “all which they have need of”



And the elers of the Jews bui[beb, ano tbey
prospered through the prophesying of Haggai the
rophet and Zechariah the son of 1000. And tbe;p
Em’ ded, and finished it, according to the
commandment of the God of Israel, and according
to the commandment of Cyrus, and Darius, and

Artaxcerxes king of Persia.

And this house was £im'sbeb on the third 04y of
the month Aday, which was in the sixth vear of the
reign of Darius the king.
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Chapter 7
Ezra the Teacher




Now after these things, in the reign of
Artaxerxes king of Persia, Ezra tge son of
Semiab, the son of Azaw'ab, the son of Hi[kiab,

This Ezra went up from Babylon; and he was a
reddy scribe in the {,aw of Moses, which the LORD
God of Israel had given: and the king granted him

all his request, accoroing to the hand of the LORD
his God upon him.

For Ezra had prepareo his beart to seek the [aw
of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach in Isvael
statutes ano judgments.

Ezra 1:1,6,10




The Kings Decree

Artaxerxes commissions Ezra to return to

Jerusalem
— All of Israel who are willing may also return

They are granted to take silver & gold to

purchase animals for sacrifice

— And ‘whatsoever more shall be needful for the
house of thy God’

All the treasurers ‘beyond the river’ are to comply
with whatever Ezra wants

Ezra and the Levites are not to be taxed

Ezra to appoint Godly magistrates & judges

A warning given to any who would oppose
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Chapter 8
eek ye first...




My help comes from the LORD

 Those who were to return with Ezra were
assembled
« Ezra then called a fast to seek God'’s protection

* (Their journey was dangerous and they were
carrying great wealth)



For I was ashamed to require of the king a band
of soldiers and horsemen to help us against the
enemy) in the way: because we had spoken unto the
king, saying, The hand of our God is upon all them

for 4000 that seek bim; but his power ano his wrath
1S against all them that forsake him.

So we fasted and besought our God for this: and
he was intreated of us.

Ezra 8:22-23




..and the hand of our God was upon us, and he
delivered us from the hand of the enenry, and of

such as lay in wait by the way.
And we came to Jerusalem, and abode there
three days.

Ezra 8:31-32
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Chapter 9
The Discouragement of Disobedience



Now when these tbings were 0one, the prmces
came to me, saying, The people of Israel, and the
priests, ano the Levites, l’

ave not separateo
themselves from the people of the lands, doing
according to their abominations, even of the
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites,
the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the

AMOTTLES. Ezra 9:1




For tbey have taken of their danghters for
themselves, and for their sons: so tZat the bo[y seed
have mingfeb themselves with the peop[e of those
[ands: ed, the hand of the princes ano rulers hatl
been cEief in this trespass.

And when I heard tKis thing, I rent my garment

and my mantle, and plucked off the hair of my head
and of my beard, and sat down astonied.

Ezra 9:1-2

* Desert rose? Sometimes it can seem as If you
are the only one trying to serve Him will all
your heart (cf. Elijah / Jeremiah / Paul)




Then were assembled unto me every one that
trembled at the words of the God of Isvael, because of
the transgression of those that had been carried
away; and 1 sat astonied until the evening sacrifice.

And at the evening sacrifice 1 arose up from my
beaviness; and having rent wy garment and my

mantle, I fell upon my knees, and spread out my
hands unto the LORD my Goo.

Ezra 9:4-5




National Repentance

Ezra then prayed on behalf of the nation...
Called the people together...
Threatened to ‘excommunicate’ any who did

not separate themselves...

— “Then all the congregation answered and said with
a loud voice, As thou hast said, so must we do”
Ezra 10:12

There has to be separation if we are to know

the blessing of being His chosen people
— Rev 18:4 /2 Cor 6:17
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Nehemiah

* 13 Chapters
» Also written by Ezra (and/or Nehemiah)
 Theme:

— End of the Desolations & the rebuilding of

the City
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Chapter 1 L
Nehemiah's Prayer



Nehemiah's Prayer

In the 20" year of king Artaxerxes of Persia
— 445 B.C.

Nehemiah — the kings cup-bearer - (in

Susa/Shushan) receives word from Jerusalem
— “The remnant that are left of the captivity there in
the province are in great affliction and reproach:
the wall of Jerusalem also is broken down, and the

gates thereof are burned with fire” Nehemiah 1:3

Nehemiah, no doubt aware of the work of Ezra
(having assumed all is well), is bewildered and
commits himself to fast and pray

God lays on his heart to petition the king



The Persian Empire
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Shushan Palace

Susa, 230 miles east of Babylon; 150 miles
north of head of Persian Gulf, midway
between Ecbatana and Persepolis

Susa capital of Elamites in antiquity; later
main residence of Persian kings; Famous
palace begun by Darius | and later enlarged

by Xerxes
Home of Esther Est1:25 2:35

City of Nehemiah Neh 1:1
Code of Hammurabi found there in 1901
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Chapter 2 L
Artaxerxes Decree



Ano 1t came to pass m the month Nisan, in the
twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king, that wine
was belore him: and 1 took up the wine, and gave it
unto the king. Now I had not been beforetime sad in
his presence.

Wbevefove the king sai0 Unto me, Wby 18 tbp

countenance sad, seeing thou art not sick? this is
nothing else but sorrow of heart. Then 1 was very
sore aﬁ'aib,

Nehemiah 2:1-4




And said unto the king, Let the king [ive £or ever:
why should not my countenance be sad, when the

city, the place of my fathers’ sepulchres, lieth waste,

and the gates thereof are consumed with fire?
Then the king sai0 unto me, For what dost thou
make vequest] So I prayed to the God of heaven.

Nehemiah 2:1-4

» Artaxerxes grants Nehemiah's request
— Including ‘official letters’ to commence the work
— Access to the kings forest for trees
— And a military escort!
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Chapter 3
A Vested Interest!




Every part doing it's share!

The work to rebuild the wall commences
Each man was commissioned to rebuild the

part of the wall by his own house
— The people were only too willing to take ownership
and do a good job

They were united within...

So the attack comes from without!

Chapter 4 details the oppression

...and the need to be armed and prepared
Chapter 5 deals with just judges

Chapter 6 records an assassination attempt
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Chapter 7
A Scribal Error?




You will find many other numerical “difficulties”
within scripture, that need guidance given on
how to discern...eq. compare Ezra 2vv1 and
2, with Nehemiah 7 vv 6 and 7, and you will
find exactly the same definition of people
returning. When you look at the figures
guoted, they vary considerably, by a couple of
thousand, although there is massive
agreement, within the lists.



To hide behind an “all-embracing” word like
“inerrant” creates difficulties for people, who
will end up asking “which one is right?”,
instead of “how do we interpret that, in the light
of God’s inspiration of His Word?”



We all know that there are inherent problems
with numbers in the Old Testament, because a
“dot”, or not, above a letter (there are no
numerals in Hebrew as you will know) can
change it by a factor of a thousand! And “dots”
do not survive well on a cracked manuscript.



To gladly preach (as | have, and will do again)
that there are no contradictions in scripture,
will not serve my people well when they come
across some!



So when they arise (as on Sunday night) | may
mention them, rather than try to ignore them,
and teach right principles of Biblical
Interpretation, (which | did not do on Sunday
night...there was my mistake...hands up to
that! but did do in a series entitled “The
Reliability of the Bible”, before Christmas) so
that the “discerning” process is stimulated.

- a minister



Questions, Questions!

Are there numerical ‘difficulties’ in scripture?
Ezra vs. Nehemiah — who is right?

Are we reduced to trying to decipher cracked
manuscripts for the truth?

What are ‘right principles of Biblical
interpretation’



Lists of the Exiles

 Ezra 2 & Nehemiah 7 we have two lists
of the returning exiles from Babylon

* The numbers differ — which Is correct?



Lists of the Exiles

[ —

Now these are the childven of the province that went

up out of the captivity) of those which had been carried
away), whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Baby[on had

carried away wnto Babylon, and came again unto
Jerusalem and Judab, every one unto his city;

» Ezra states that he Is giving the detalils



Lists of the Exiles

And my Goo put into mine heart to gatber togetber
the nob[es, and the m[ers, and the peop[e, that tbey
might be reckoned by genealogy. And [T found a register
of the genea[ogy of them which came up at the first,
and found written thevein,

«These are the children of the province, that went up out of the captivity)... of
those that had been carried away), whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had
carried away, and came again to Jemsa[em anod to Jubab, every one unto lyyis
city...”

Nehemiah 7:5




Lists of the Exiles

Ezra tells us the exact detalls

Nehemiah tells us what was on the list he
found!

This Is evidence that this is not contrived
There is no ‘difficulty’

This Is not a contradiction

God’s Word has been preserved!
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Chapter 8
An Expositional Teacher




And all the peop[e gatbereb themselves togetber
as one man into the street that was before the
water gate; and tbey spake unto Ezra the scribe to
Bring t%e book of the [aw of Moses, which the
LORD had commanded to Israel.

And Ezra the priest brougbt the law befove the

con?vegation both of men and women, and all that

could hear with understanding, upon the first day
of the seventh month.

Nehemiah 8:1-8




..and the ears of all the people were attentive
unto the book of the law.
And Ezra the scribe stood upon a pulpit of wood,

which tbey had made for the PUTpOSse...

And Ezra opened the book in the sigbt of all the
eople; (for he was above all the people;) and when
Ee opened it, all the people stood up:

Nehemiah 8:1-8




And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God. And
all the people answered, Amen, Amen, with [ifting
up their hands: and tbe;p bowed their éeabs, ano
worsbippeb the LORD with their faces to the
grouno.

So tbey read in the book in the [aw of God

distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to
understand the reading.

Nehemiah 8:1-8
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: Chapter 9-10
A Brief History of the Nation®
and a new covenant
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Chapter 11-14
Living In The Land
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