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Simply teaching the Word simply 



A Man of Faith 

• Elijah prayers a most audacious prayer 

– “No due or rain for 3 ½ years” 

• How much faith did this require? 



An Ordinary Man 

James 5:17-18 



Faith 

Matthew 17:20 



Faith 

• Faith = Risk? 

• Is faith hoping that something might 

happen? 

• Is it believing with all your heart that it 

will happen? 

• Is it just believing without doubting? 

– cf James 1:5 

• Isn‟t that just positive confession? 



Proverbs 23:7 

Positive Confession? 

• Note: This often misquoted verse is 

actually saying that a person may not 

be what they appear to be on the 

surface! 

• It is the heart that reveals the true 

nature of a person 



Faith 

• So what is faith? 

 

 

 

 

• Faith is not faith in faith 

– It is not how much you want or believe 

something 

• Faith is faith in GOD! 

Hebrews 11:1 



Faith 

• It is faith in God‟s character 

• It is the confident assurance that God is 

the same, yesterday, today & forever 

• It is the knowledge that God is faithful & 

delights in keeping His promises 

– No one can have faith in God without 

knowing Him! 

• It is on this basis that Elijah prays!  



Faith 

Mark 11:22-23 



Faith 

• “Either we trust in the power of a firmly held 

belief activating some mysterious psychic 

power of the mind, or else we trust in God 

and His infinite power, which is obviously 

demonstrated everywhere in the universe. 

Only a fool would choose the power of the 

mind over the power of God. True faith 

looks to God to do that which neither one’s 

mind (conscious or unconscious) nor talents 

nor efforts could accomplish”  - Dave Hunt 



Deuteronomy 11:16-17 

According to His Word… 



According to His Word… 

• God had said that if the people turned 

away and worshipped false gods… 

• In His wrath He would withhold the rain! 

• Elijah simply holds God to account! 

• “God you have promised so now you 

have to do according to Your word”! 

– Doesn‟t this help to but faith in context! 

 



According to His Word… 

• In order to pray in faith (effectively), we 

must be diligent students of His Word! 

 

 



According to His Word… 

James 5:17 

• Note Elijah‟s confidence in God and His 

word! 

 



1 Kings 17:1 

• It was God‟s word! 

– Elijah was simply uttering what God had 

already decreed. 



According to His Word… 

James 5:18 

• What would be the condition of God 

granting this request? 



1st Book of Kings 1st Book of Kings 

 
Chapter 18 

 



1 Kings 18:1 



Deuteronomy 30:9-10 



1 Kings 18:2-4 



1 Kings 18:5 



1 Kings 18:6-8 



1 Kings 18:9-11 



1 Kings 18:12-13 



1 Kings 18:14-17 



Isaiah 5:20-21 

• Time has changed nothing!  

• We are still held to be to the perpetrators! 

Inverted Reasoning! 



Blame The Christians 

• Nero blamed the Christians for the fire that 

destroyed Rome in A.D. 64 

• Christians are blamed today for „brainwashing‟ 

their Children by teaching them about Biblical 

Creation rather than teaching them the Science of 

Evolution! 
– Note: there is NO science to support Evolution!! 

• Christians are blamed for being intolerant! 
– How many „Gay‟ B&B‟s have been targeted by 

Christians?  

– How many „Gay‟ bakers have been taken to court 

for rejecting Christian values?  



Blame The Christians 

• In 1967, medieval historian Lynn White Jr. 

published an article called 'The Historical Roots 

of our Ecologic Crisis'.  

• White argued that '[Western] Christianity is the most 

anthropocentric religion the world has seen'.  He 

concludes that the modern technological conquest 

of nature that has led to our environmental crisis 

has in large part been made possible by the 

dominance in the West of this Christian world-view. 

Christianity therefore 'bears a huge burden of guilt' 





 



Warren predicts that 
fundamentalism, of 
all varieties, will be 
'one of the big 
enemies of the 21st 
century’. 

'Muslim fundamentalism, Christian fundamentalism, 
Jewish fundamentalism, secular fundamentalism - 
they're all motivated by fear. Fear of each other.' 

 (January 8th 2006 edition of the Philadelphia Inquirer).  

 



“Be aware of the „dangers‟ of Christianity” 

• Twenty years ago, the New York Times ran a full-

page ad for Columbia University. It advertised seven 

fields of study in which a person can get a Master of 

Arts in Liberal Studies: American, Ancient, East 

Asian, Islamic, Jewish, Medieval, and South Asian 

Studies. Richard John Neuhaus spotted this ad and 

wrote an editorial about it, asking, “Where is 

Christian Studies?” 

TheTimesNews.Com Published:  

Friday, November 22, 2013 at 04:49 PM. 

 



“Be aware of the „dangers‟ of Christianity” 

• He pondered four possible reasons and then settled 

with this one: “Nervousness is caused by the 

awareness that there are an awful lot of people who 

really believe in Christianity. The university is a 

cosmopolitan space where „religious traditions‟ can 

be subjected to critical examination but are not to be 

taught as though they might be, well, you know, true.  

TheTimesNews.Com Published:  

Friday, November 22, 2013 at 04:49 PM. 

 



“Be aware of the „dangers‟ of Christianity” 

• Even in religious studies departments, faculty 

members who are Hindus, Buddhists, and believers 

in Mystical Crystals can quite openly profess their 

faith. Muslims and, usually, Jews can, too. Nobody 

raises a question about their „proselytizing.‟ Not so 

with Christians. The fear is that Christianity might be 

taken altogether too seriously.  

 

TheTimesNews.Com Published:  

Friday, November 22, 2013 at 04:49 PM. 

 



“Be aware of the „dangers‟ of Christianity” 

• The absence of Christian Studies in the Columbia 

program, it turns out, is not an insult to Christianity. 

Those of the other faiths, however might have 

reason to be offended.” 

TheTimesNews.Com Published:  

Friday, November 22, 2013 at 04:49 PM. 

 



“Be aware of the „dangers‟ of Christianity” 

• I think Neuhaus was right. We see his theory working 

itself out in universities everywhere whose religious 

life groups are being told by administrators that 

proselytizing at an event cannot be done unless the 

people who are being proselytized have come to the 

event knowing that there will be an attempt to 

convert them. Just wondering …which religious 

groups are they concerned about? 

TheTimesNews.Com Published:  

Friday, November 22, 2013 at 04:49 PM. 

 



“Be aware of the „dangers‟ of Christianity” 

• A man named Saul in the first century made it his 

aim to destroy the church, to put an end to the 

Christians‟ proselytizing once and for all. Let me ask 

you something. Why was Saul persecuting the 

church? Was it because the church sang awesome 

songs, heard interesting talks, and got together to 

think about how to improve themselves and help 

others? No. Saul knew the church perhaps better 

than we did.  

TheTimesNews.Com Published:  

Friday, November 22, 2013 at 04:49 PM. 

 



“Be aware of the „dangers‟ of Christianity” 

• He knew that if they were right, and that Jesus really 

was the Messiah and that salvation comes not 

through works of righteousness but by grace through 

faith, then his whole life was a pile of rubbish. That‟s 

what he wrote later, after his conversion to 

Christianity: “Indeed I count everything as loss 

because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ 

Jesus my Lord.” 

• Be aware of the dangers of Christianity. You might 

find that it is, well, you know, true! 

TheTimesNews.Com Published:  

Friday, November 22, 2013 at 04:49 PM. 

 



1 Kings 18:18-19 

• 450 Prophets of Baal 

• 400 Prophets of  Ashtoreth / Astarte 



Ashtoreth 

• Ashtoreth  the primary goddess worshiped by the 

ancient Canaanites and neighbouring peoples, 

including the Philistines 1 Samuel 31:10. The 

Israelites also worshiped Ashtoreth from as early 

as the time immediately following the death of 

Joshua Judges 2:13. 
 

Ashtoreth was often associated with carved trees. 

Therefore, Ashtoreth worship often took place in 

forested areas, under a tree, or in an area marked 

by a carved "Ashtoreth pole," such as the one 

made by the evil King Manasseh 2 Kings 21:7. 



Ashtoreth 

• Ashtoreth was also identified as the moon goddess 

who belonged to the family of gods associated with 

Baal the sun god Judges 3:7;6:28. Worship to her 

included sexual immorality, prostitution, divination, 

and fortune telling. As a result, the Mosaic Law 

spoke specifically against Ashtoreth worship 

Deuteronomy 16:21. Despite warnings from the Lord, 

many Israelite leaders worshiped Ashtoreth. Several 

of Solomon's wives drew the king from the true God 

to "Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians" 1 Kings 

11:5  most likely the same as Ashtoreth. Queen 

Jezebel also worshiped Ashtoreth and supported 

400 Ashtoreth prophets 1 Kings 18:19. 

 

 



Samaria 

Mt Carmel 



Mt. Carmel 



1 Kings 18:20-22 

• Romans 11:4  -  7000 prophets remained that 

Elijah knew nothing of 



1 Kings 18:23-24 



1 Kings 18:25-26 



1 Kings 18:27-28 



1 Kings 18:29-30 



1 Kings 18:31-32 



1 Kings 18:33-35 



1 Kings 18:36-37 

• This is the key to understanding all that Elijah 

did! – None of this was his own design, but 

according to God‟s Word! 



1 Kings 18:38-40 

• We must put to death all that would seek to 

separate us from God in our lives 



1 Kings 18:41-43 

• Elijah was in no doubt, as this was not 

dependant on the size of his faith, but on the 

size of His God! 



1 Kings 18:44-46 
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