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Calvary Chapel
Portsmouth

Study Notes on Ruth

The following study notes (by Pastor Barry
Forder) were used for Calvary Chapel
Portsmouth sThursday eveningBible studes
duringMarch-April 2013.

The notes have been o6t
them easier to read and understand, and a few
more comments have been added where
appropriate.

Whilst every care has been taken with grammar
and spelling, these are only notesd as such are
not intended to be a literary classic!

As we will discover, the book of Ruth becomes
morebreathtakingthe deeper you go. There is the
6surface textod i.e. t he
and then there are countless hidden models that w
have only just scratched the surface of in this
study.

Therefore, the real aim of these notes is to
stimulate the reader to pursue their own diligent
study of this book. There is no greater task that can
be undertaken in this life than to seek to
undest and Godoés Word. Al
the Christian life will bear much more fruit if they

are firmly
that received seed into the good ground is he that
hears the word, and understands it; which also
bears fruit,and brings forth, some an hundredfold,

some si xty MagslB823) t hi

In order to make a clear distinction between the
Biblical text, the notes and other comments, all the
scripture verses being studied areBiald italics,
other scripture quotesre innormal italics and all
notes by Barry are in normal black typ&here

guotes from others are used, they are shown in
this font.

As always, the reader is encouraged to be like the
Bereans in Acts 17:11, whor ecei ved t
with all readiness,and searched the scriptures

TheBook of Ruthd Study Notes

daily to see whet.Hneothert hes e
words, donodot | usticheekkte t he
out yourself. Let the word of God alone be the
standard that you judge things by.

Study to show yourself approved uod, a
workman that needs not to be ashamed,

rightly dividing the word of truth.
2 Timothy 2:15

rty.

ma k €

d i FheBeook ®f Ruth! Introducgiont o

The book of Ruth is considered one of the most

beautiful stories in the Bible. The events recorded

took place during the rtie of the judges, which

was a period of national spiritual chaos and

dar knes sverwmanrdal that which was

right in hisown eyegs ( J u d g dAgainst this 2 5)

background the book of Ruth stands out like a

diamond on a black cloth, a beautiful daythe

midst of a season of storms. However this book is
farofdré théhYust a stoby dflo¥e arfd'cominitngnt. P

As we will discover, the key theme to the book is

6redemptiono. One dictio

O0redee@md riesover possession of

ofbypayment of a price or service

On the surface we see the account of Naomi and
her loss and subsequent regaining (redemption) of
that which was lost. We also see the redemption of

the dapdethat had peenespld, and fhe dedgmption

and purchasing of Rutby a kinsmarredeemer

rootediBmt sl é“":l‘medoefoaz diowenes as i wi see, the book

also has another level. IHosea 12:10God says:

il have also spoken by th
multiplied visions, and usedimilitudes by the
mginistry of Theewprdptsdes
means a O6typed or a O6mode
representation of something for our insight and
instruction. The dictionarydefines a similitude as

follows

1. Similarity; resemblance. See Synonyms at
likeness

2. a One closely resembling another;
a counterpart.
h e bwloperdeptible likene
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For example, if we were to build something, we
may well choose to construct a model to give us an
idea of what the real, final completedojarct
would look like. In Hosea God tells us that He has
given us models through the words of the prophets
of things that were yet to be.

The infamous twin towers of the world trade
centre serve to illustrate this point: Before the
original project beganthe architects, Minoru
Yamasaki Associates, Inc, built a scale model so
people could see in advance what it would look
like.

The real
thing

Model

AA model i s représenatioy a
of something for our insight and
i nstructi on. 0ChuckMissler

If the surface story in the book of Ruth is
wonderful, then the models that God has given us
are nothing short of breathking! As we look at
the similitudes we will begin teee how this book

is a wonderful and powerful model that prefigures
Godbés work of redemptio
Specifically we see how Naomi, as a type of Israel,

n?ggéeoéguth clcu r%d dL*I‘II’bq*Ihe twg fw?

TheBook of Ruthd Study Notes

through unbelief and rejection of God is expelled

from the land, being dispersed among tentiles,

later to be brought home in bitterness before being
restored. We also see Ruth, as a type of the
Church, being a gentile bride who finds grace in

the eyes of Boaz who, as a KinsriRedeemer, is

a type of Jesus. Then there is the land itselfnas

the book of Ruthwhere the land was lost, only to

be redeemed again by Boaz,
deedd of this earth to Sa
Second Adam, our KinsmaRedeemer will

redeem this earth as we see unfolded in the book

of Revelaton.

For a book that is only 85 verses long, it is truly
amazing!

As we have noted, there are at least 3 levels to the
book:
1) Firstly, it is an historical account of the
events that took place at that time
2) Secondly, it serves as a tutor for all who
read itin regard to commitment,
faithfulness and trust. The lessons we learn
here are practical instructions feveryday
living.
3) Thirdly, it is a model laid out in advance
of Godods plan of redem
Jesus.

In the 85 verses:

¢ Goddés name ienyouseed
LORD written in capitals it means that in
the Hebrew it was written as YAWH,
whi ch we pronounce as
6Jehovahd and was cons.i
to be the unpronounceable name of God.)
6t he God who keeps

¢ El hoeimis used 8 (this is the plural for
God and hints at the trinity Father, Son
& Spirit)i 6t he Creator

¢ Elshadai x 2 God almighty / all
powerful

¢ Redeem/ Redeemer / Kinsman over 20 x
in just 85 verses.

17 x

Hi s

Godoéo

Hence the theme of the book is established as the
6edemption by Godod.

General notes about the book.

Timing: - As we have mentioned the events in the

uth I'1) udges itsel coverst perlod
around 1400 1050 B.C. We know from the
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genealogy irMatthew 1t hat Boaz 6 s f aPohiteomoftiedaok It is interesting to note that

Salmon and his mother was Ralialvho was the book is the eighth book in the Bible. Eight
spared in the destruction of Jericho by Joshua. This signifies new beginnings8th note in an octave is
would place these events fairly early on and the start of a new octave” 8ay of the week is the
probably around the time of chapter & of start of a new week:"&olour in the rainbow starts
Judges. It is just a conjecture but we readludges a new pectrum etc.

3 that God raised up a man called Ehud to deliver The book records a new beginning for Naomi,
Israel from the hand of the King of Moab. After Ruth and Boaz and prophetically speaks of a new
Ehudds personal vi cit3@r y, begimmingrfoe larael, thenChurch and #esus 2hd
how Ehud blew a trumpet in Ephraim and rallied will be united with His bride and begin to rule.

an army that went and defeated the Moabites. It

may have been that Elimelech, being from that The book is a story of grace and bridges the gap
area and old enough to fight, was part of the army  between the darkness and chaos of the times of the
that went into and conquered Moab. We are told Judges and the time when (

that as a result of this victorfi: So Mo a b w a swill be established in Jerusalem as recorded in
subdued that day under the hand of Israel. And the  Samuel. Again, viewed prophetically, the world
land hadrest o ur s ¢c o r(Jedges®:@80) s . 0  was in spiritual darkness until Jesus came, who is

Given this situation, it would make sense that the light of he world. Since the cross we are now
Elimelech, having already been to Moab on a l'iving in a period of Godc¢c
military exercise, and in order to escape thefamine f or war d t o Godoés appointec
now in Israel, chose to take his family to a land establish His throne and rule from Jerusalem.

that Israel had subdued andsatherefore under

Israeli control at that time. Importance of the book All scripture is God

breathed and is profitable fdoctrine, reproof,
correction and instruction in righteousness so that
we might be thoroughly furnishédhave all that

we need in order that we might do work of Him
who called us. This book is no exception; there is
abundant instruction here.

Without this book the reason why the Messiah was

If this conjecture is correct, how ironic (and yet
familiar in our own circumstances) that whilst
being given a victory from God, Elimelech was
impressed by the land of Moab, and hence it
becomes the pladee chooses to go to at this time.

The blessing that God had given became the very :
thing that drove him and his family away from born in Bethlehem would not be known, and the

their God. How often have we enjoyed blessings field that the shepherds were i_n w_he;n the angels
from Goddéds hand, only t Osarrg(_r)n?yh?v%bei% URo Cﬂpbe%fe"?w?r%ng for
thing that drives a wedge betweenand God? the events th‘f" take place here. Again, as we have
Maybe you have prayed that God will give you a noted many times, thlsgok Serves t(.) rgmlnd us
new job, but when you get it you find that now you that there are no meaningless details in the Bible.
are too busy to read the Bible or pray anymore, or Every number, every word, every name and every

L lacename are all there by deliberate supernatural
attend church meetings; maybe you have prayed pac . ) o
for a child, only to find that when God answers design proving once again that the Bible is the

your prayer, unlike Hannah ihnSamugl y ou d ovﬁog(f)f someone outside of Qspgcalme who
always go to church because you want to spend can_tell the endh_from the beglnnlnlg and from
time with your family. The list goes on so fill in ancient tmesl things not ye'F done!

the blanks. Blessings that are not given back to (2 Timothy 3:16 / Isaiah 46:10)

God but kept for ourselves are like the manna that

wastakenmd o6hi d under the tentdé, they turn to
rottenness. (Seexodus 16:140)

Author? 7 Some think that it may have been
Samuel and that one of the reasons for writing the
book was to show the genealogy of King David as
recorded in chapter 4.
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Where it all
/ | |

o Bethleham-Judah (the house of
bread and praise) was a small town in
the area of Judah. It was the home of
Elimelek and his family until famine
hit the land and they left for Moab.,
After Elimelech and her two sons had
died, Naomi and her daughter-in-law
Ruth returmed. Bouz, their kinsman-
redeemer purchased the land back
and married Ruth, This is a key
moment because as a result king
David and later the Messiah would be
born in Bethemhem.

happened

l .

- ’

o~
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Moabite women lured the
Hebrew men into Baal
worship at Baal-peor (see
Numbers 25) This was a

® Balak, the king of Moab, hired the
prophet Balaam to curse Israel (see
Numbers 22-24)

e The Moabite Mesha Stele boasts of
the massacre of entire Israclite citics -
even though they were related (Moab
was the son of Lot (Gen 19:30-38)

® The prophets Amos, Isaiah,
Jeremiah and Ezekiel all prophesied
about Moab

o Although not commanded in the
Torah, when Israel returned from
Babylon Ezra forbade marriage with
Moabites to keep the Jews separate
and devoted to their own God.
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The Book of Ruth Chapter 1
Ruth 1:1

Now it came to pass in the days when the judges
ruled, thatthere was a famine in the land. And a
certain man of Bethleherjudah went to sojourn

in the country of Moab, he, and his wife, and his

two sons.
€. .days when the judges
AAnd when Joshua had I

children of Israel went every man ton his
inheritance to possess the land. And the people
served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all
the days of the elders that outlived Joshua, who
had seen all the great works of the LORD, that he
did for Israel. And Joshua the son of Nun, the
servantof the LORD, died, being an hundred and
ten years old. And they buried him in the border of
his inheritance in Timnatheres, in the mount of
Ephraim, on the north side of the hill Gaash. And
also all that generation were gathered unto their
fathers: andthere arose another generation after
them, which knew not the LORD, nor yet the works
which he had done for Israel. And the children of
Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, and served
Baalim:

et

TheBook of Ruthd Study Notes

Godbés judgment for |Ifsrael
The famine in the book of Ruth is half and half.

Partly it was a divine judgment, but also God
engineered the circumstances to bring about His
desired end. When we were studying this the
observation was made that this echoes the
Tribulation as detailedh the book of Revelation.

In the first three and a half years of the Tribulation

God will engineer the circumstances to bring about

I—ljisu qlag;_&he_ final three and a half years are a

s.p e [ e b figmegrbt f.rrom Go

and rejection of 'Him. Thissi just another gu tlg
model that we find hidden in the details of the

Bible.

Famines always bring us to a point of decision (cf

the prodigal Son. Luke 15:132). Whether it be a
famine of food or anot her
lives. Chuck Missler sg:fiwe candét concei ve
holy god wanting anything less than His very

best for his children, and the very best He can

give wus is a hdhigiswhyGaedewile r o
allow 6faminesdé in our i
the prodigal son) we might turaround and seek

our Father.

We are living in the days of another famine right
now, and it is forcing many to the point of

And they forsook the LORD God of their fathers,  gecision:i Be hol d, the days com
which broudnt them out of the land of Egypt, and  gop, that | will send a famine in the land, not a
followed other gods, of the gods of the people that famine of bread, nor a thirst fowater, but of
were round about them, and bowed themselves e 5 i n g the words of the L
unt o t hem, and provoked(Ant,olgga_ll)LORD to anger . o
(Judges 2:4.2) The word of God is being alarming neglected in

) many churches across this country, and it is
This was one of the daridch§thoseRvRo réafy & seékifg atef tfuth fo! 0 S
history, andwe fi nd that dur g emhke A decisiBh®aBolt whether they stay or

Elimelechi also did what seemed right in his own
eyes.

€. .that there was a f ami
In Deuteronomy 28:15, 234 God told Israel that

if they did not obey Him He would set His hand
against them; and one way that this woutdseen
was through famines. This famine was therefore a
result of national disobedience.

There are seven natural famines in the land of
Israel recorded in the Bible (excluding sieges)
(Gen 12:10 / Gen 26:1 / Gen 41:54 / Ruth 1:1/ 2
Sam 21:1 / 1 Kings 18: / 2 Kings 8:1)
Interestingly, the first 3 are the famines that
occurred in the days of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
respectively. These were brought about by God
achieve a desired end. The last 3 famines were

go. The decision is simple; God says:Co me o u't

of her nfRevpBelopl eo

€. a certain mdwlahof Bet hl e
Bethlehem is O6the house of
bread, and everyone did what seemed right in their

own eyes, so Elimelech takes his familyMoab

Godbés whaMhalpoits my washpot
will | cast out my shoe; over Philistia will |

t r i urRsdim 60:8/ Psalm 108:9)

This is a picture of all of us. When we experience
drought in our lives because we are not where God
would have uswe run to O6Moabd i
food, and as we will see with Elimelech, he died in
Moab. The same will happen to uB.B e not
deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a

Calvary Chapel Portsmoutt® contact pastor@calvaryportsmouth.co.uk 7
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man soweth, that shall he also reap.For he that before he died. He was buried by God in Moab.
soweth to his flesh shall of the thesreap (See Deut 34:5).

corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of

the Spirit reéCplathns6:®) everl asting. o

Ruth 1:2

_ _ _And the name of the man was Elimelech, and the
Remembering that there are no meaningless details name of hiswife Naomi, and the name of his two
in the Bible, we are told that a certain man lived in  sons Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of
Bethlehemludah ~ Judah méansso Owgetfiléhénfudah. And they came into the country
have othe house of br eadgm@das and dodihugdarere., Thi s i s all
need in this life; bread the word of God; and As noted in the introduction, there is great
praise. Jesus said that we live by every word that  sjgnificance behind each of these names, and the
proceeds from the mouth of God; and we know  names thsughout the book of Ruth reveal the
that when we praise Him it gets our focus off of  Gospeli some 1500 years before Christ came!

ourselves and onto Hirm we then are able to see Elimelech- God is my king
things from Godods perspect i NaBmiiaPledsurd) Plbasaftur natur al
perspective. This is why Isaiah says:;Y ou wi | | Mahloni Unhealthy
keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Chilion - Puny/ Pining
Youo. (l'saiah 26: 3)
(See study notes on the Models in the Book of
Ruth)
éé.sojourn in the country of Moab
Moab was the son of Lot and his daughter (See
Gen 19:3J. His descendants, the Moabites, caused Ruth 13

real problems for Israel when they about to enter - . P
: , And ElimelechNaomi's husband died; and she
the promised land as recordedNnmbers 22wvith was left, and her two sons.

the account of Balaam (and his donkey) who was When we |eave the o6house

hired by king Baak to curse Isr_ael. Unable to (BethlehemJudah), when we lay aside reading
curse Israel, Balaam counselled king Balak to lay a Godos word and praising H

trap to ensnare Israel. Balak took the lovely young (Elimelech) dies in the place we have gone to.

Moablite girls apd got them to flirt with the young We have beenreated to worship. If the worship of
Israeli men which then caused them to be led into the one true God is abandoned in our lives it will

idolatry bringing Go6 s | ud g me n {Seeu p o Be rebl cgdrﬂy a false godnaterialism, the desire

Numbers 25) for success, wealth, etc, etc. Psalm 115:8 tells us
that we become like the god we worship. If we
. worship materibsm or these other things we will
Moab was a thorn in |Isrt Be%img éold,suhkﬂ/iﬁg, dn rrina,%&%'kl%gu.\ﬁ/ the

Old Te_stament_, SO much  so . that aft_er the however we worship the one true God, we will
Babylonian captivity as recorded in Nehemiah 13, become like Him!

the Jewish men were forbidden to marry or have as
wives Moabite women whoonce again were
leading Israel into pagan worship and idolatry.
Because of this God pronounces various
judgments on Moab (See Isaiah 16 / Jeremiah 48 /
Ezekiel 25 / Amos 2) but nevertheless saysy e t
will 1 bring again the captivity of Moab in the
latter days, saith the LORD. Thus far is the
judgment (@dr 48M0YGod stih has a
plan for Moab, and we know from Daniel 11:41
that Moab will be one of the few places to escape
the rule of Antichrist during the Tribulation.

nAs for me , | wi | | behol d
| shall be satisfied, when | awake, with thy

like n e gPsaln17:15).

AFor whom he did forekn
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his
Sono (Romans 8:29)

Jamegellsusii But every man 1 s e
is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then
when lust hath@nceived, it bringeth forth sin: and

sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death
(James 1:145).

Moab is located just to ¢heast of Israel in what is
known today as Jordan. It was the place where
Moses looked across to the promised land just

This is a spiritual law, as certain as the law of
gravity, and it is precisely what happened to
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Elimelech. The lust of the flesh his desire for
food inthis casé drew him away from God, and
brought forth death, not only in his own life, but
also for his children. Parents should always be
mindful of how their actions will affect their
children. fBe careful little feet where you go,

b e c a usstheilittl & feet behind you that are

sure to I GastingwCGrowns (lyric from the
song 0S|l ow Faded) .

Ruth 1:4
And they took them wives of the women of Moab;
the name of the one was Orpah, and the name of
the other Ruth: and they dwelled there about ten

years.
Although taking a Moabite wife was not prohibited
under the | aw, it was

It is true that Israel were expressly told that they
were not to take wives from the inhabitants of the
| andéée

AfTake heed t o t hycevenart,
with the inhabitants of the land whither thou goest,
lest it be for a snare in the midst of thee: But ye
shall destroy their altars, break their images, and
cut down their groves: For thou shalt worship no

other god: for the LORD, whose name isldes, darkness, how gr @att6:22 s t
is a jealous God: Lest thou make a covenant with 23).
the inhabitants of the land, and they go a whoring
after their gods , and do sacrifice unto their gods, Ruth 1:5
and one call thee, and thou eat of his sacrifice; And Mahlon and Chilion died also both of them;
And thou take of their daughters unto thy s@msi and the woman was left of her two sons and her
their daughters go a whoring after their gods, and  husband.
make thy sons go a wh orWhythey died iseot expldined. $omeghave saido
(Exodus 34:1216) that it was because they married Moabite women,
.. however, Mo ab, Edom buénad weA haweo motedwabove, this was not
distant cousins of Israel and bt h e i n h a b i prohibitedsunderfthe law. Dake commentson e
t he | and?© thing is clear from the law, that long life was
In fact in Deuteronomy 2:9we rea: i A n d t h rgomised if the law was obeyed , and the cutting
LORD said unto mgMoses] Distress not the off of life if it was disobeyed. (Lev 26 / Deut
Moabites, neither contend with them in battle: for | 2 8 ) he fact that they were old enough to marry
. . . .~ . shows that they were old enough to make their
will not give thee of their land for a possession; gy S .
because | have given Ar unto the children of Lot own dgmsmns, yet they willingly followed their
for a 0ssession. o father into the land of Moab. The Law saitthe
P ' fathers shall not be put to death for the children,
Lat er i n | sferate Irefus) frdmi et o rneither serl]all the children be put to death for the
. o . fathers: every man shall be put to death for his
Babylonian  captivity, Nehemiah expressly own {Deut 84:16. And Ezekiel poignant
commanded the men of Israel to put away their boig y .
. N records: i B ut I aldn %Jnto t heli
foreignwivesfil n t hose days al s0 oA WY J e ews
. . wilderness, Walk ye hot in the S@tutes of your
had married wives of Ashdod, of Ammon, and of fathers, neither observe their judgments, nor defile
Moab: And their children spake half in the splee yoursel ves wEzekRO:ABhei r i dol

of Ashdod, and could not speak in the Jews'
language, but according to the language of each
people. And | contended with them, and cursed
them, and smote certain of them, and plucked off

TheBook of Ruthd Study Notes

their hair, and made them swear by God, saying,
Ye shall not giverour daughters unto their sons,
nor take their daughters unto your sons, or for
yourselves. Did not Solomon king of Israel sin by
these things? yet among many nations was there
no king like him, who was beloved of his God, and
God made him king over allrel: nevertheless
even him did outlandish women cause to sin. Shall
we then hearken unto you to do all this great evil,
to transgress against our God in marrying strange
wi v e(Neh 03:2327).

The real sin here was that their alliance with the
world hadled them in to worshipping idols; and
notice how they had even learned the language of
the world and forgotten their own language. If we

c e'Pakeyglligncep Wihy the wofldy # wg Hegame ¢ p

unequally yokéd (2 Cor 6:14), we will also start to
forget the language adur homeland (Philippians

3:20), and the ways and thinking of this world will
dagkery our {higking anhspaecd: o |
iThe i gh of the body is
eye be smgle thy Whole body shall be full of light.

But if thine eye be evilhy whole body shall be full

of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be

h
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Ruth 1:6 Ruth 1.8
Then she arose with her daughters in law, that 8 And Naomi said unto her two daughters in law,
she might return from the country of Moab: for Go, return each to her mother's house: the

she had head in the country of Moab how that LORD deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt with

the LORD had visited his people in giving them the dead, and with me.

bread. 9 The LORD grant you that ye may find rest,
Naomi 6s family did not peadhiofeyoutid tje hauge of helohusband &heh o r d
they were not there when God did end the famine. she kissed them; and they lifted up their voice,

Also, as a result of this, Naomi had now lost her and wept.

husband, her twooms and the land she once  They set off together but Naomi then says to her

owned in Israel. Job notes how the lust of the flesh daughtersn-l aw Al ook | have not
will root out all your increase (Job 31:12). Notice | have losteverything. Go back to your own
here that Naomi had received word ttis LORD families and start a new life, meet a new husband

had ended the famine. He will never leave or and settl e downo
forsake His people (Hebrews 18:5 only she had
trusted in God to provi dheseigins hadhbeen thitouglu & ot togdther tamde a d
and praisebo. parting was not easy, but this speaks of dying to
the old life, counting all that you once thought gain
to beloss compared to knowing Jesus (Philippians

Ruth 1:7 3:8). Leaving the old life is not easy. We have
Wherefore she went forth out of the place where  built relationships, and have many memories, even
she was, and her two daughters in law with her;  family, but Jesus saysiHe t hat | oveth
and they went on the way to return unto the land  mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he
of Judah. that loveth soror daughter more than me is not

| t 6es ULGRDOGs goodness, e Werthy ofleeAhd hWwtBat take&H nét his cross, and

dead in trespasses and sins, and lost in a foreign followeth after me, is not worthy of me. He that

land, that leads us to repentan€eOr d e s p i fildeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his

thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance | | f e f or my (@attki@:3739 @od | fior
and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness  extends His iwitation to all who have ears to hear,

of God leadeth thee to e p e nt gRomads? O put reminds us that the way is narrow, and there

2:4). are few who find it. (Mtthew 13:9 / Matthew
See also Romans 5&/ Eph 2:1/ Eph 2:12. 7:1314).

MRS
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Ruth 1:1a1 if not, with no offspring the land would pass to the
10 And they said unto her, Surely we will return ~ nearest kinsman, either way, the girls would get
with thee unto thy people. nothing.
11 And Naomi said, Turmagain, my daughters:
why will ye go with me? are there yet any more Ruth 1:223
sons in my womb, that they may be your 12 Turn again, my daughters, gooyr way; for |
husbands? am too old to have an husband. If | should say, |
Wh a't Na o mi i's saying hehae hope, ift $heutd hatveuam lhuesksaisd alko tch a d
more sons to redeem my inheritance, | can offer night, and should also bear sons;
y o u n oitand sheyi® not going to haamy 13 Would ye tarry for them till they were grown?
more sons at her age! would ye stay for them from having husbands?

nay, my daughtes; for it grieveth me much for
It was a Jewish custom that if a husband died, his your sakes that the hand of the LORD is gone out
next of kin would take the widow as his own wife  against me.
and raise up children for his dead brother so that How often we think this way completely missing
the family name would continue. what God is doing is for our good. Romans
Anlf brethren dwell ep g e t8R2& r and one of them d
and have no child, the wife of the dead shall not
marry without unto a stranger: her husband's  And why is it that when we rebel against God, and
brother shall go in unto her, and take her to himto  reap the harest we have sown, we blame God for
wife, and perform the duty of an husband's brother our loss? Rather we should be gratéfuf o r  wh o m
unto her. And it shall be, that the firstborn which the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every
she beareth shall succeed in the name of his son whom he receiveth. If ye endure chastening,
brother which is dead, that his name be not put out God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is
of Israel (Deuteronomy 5:80) (cf: Gen 38 / he whom the fatherhasteneth not? But if ye be
Mark 12:1825) without chastisement, whereof all are partakers,
then are ye bastards, and not sons. Furthermore
However, in this case, there were no more we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected
6ki nsmanbé (so Na o mi t h ous, gahdt We gaweh them wegeuehcd: shhllewe not
willing or ale to do this. This also meant that the  much rather be in subjection unto tik@ther of
land that Elimelech once owned would also notbe s pi ri t s ,(Heb b2d®9)| i ve ? 0
redeemed.
AThe | and shall not be sold for F@"w}a}:lé"for the | an
mine; for ye are strangers and sojourners with me.  And they lifted up their voice, and wept again:
And in all the land of your possession ye shall —and Orpah kissed her mother in law; but Ruth
grant a redemption for the land. If thy brother be  clave unto her.
waxen poor, and hath sold away some of his Thisis where many people turn away; when a
possession, and if any of his kin come to redeem it, decision has to be made between the old life and
then shall he redeem that which his brother sold. the new life.
And if the man have none to redeem it, and himself .
be able 6 redeem it; Then let him count the years Ruth 1:15
of the sale thereof, and restore the overplus unto
the man to whom he sold it; that he may return
unto his possessiorBut if he be not able to
restore it to him, then that which is sold shall
remain in the hand ofhim that hath bought it
until the year of jubile and in the jubile it shall go
out , and he shall retur
(Leviticus 25:2328)

And she said, Behold, thy sister in law is gone

back unto her people, and unto her gods: return
thou after thy sister in law.

How many people go back when faced with the
real challenge to abandon the old life?

iBut h e eadhhe tseed imac stonyvplaces,
the same is he that. heareth the word, and anon.
with jolﬁl%receolvethﬁit'; et t?a%g “ha Eﬁo% %oﬁ:)t%in% o
himself, but dureth for a while: for when
tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the
word, by and by he is offended. He aldmt
received seed among the thorns is he that heareth
the word; and the care of this world, and the

Thus we have the law regarding the land. If no one
is able to redeem it, it would stay in the possession
of whoever had bought it from Elimelech until the
50" yeari by which time Naomi might be dead, or
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deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he
becomet h (MatflB:20R2) f ul . 0o

AfnThen said Jesus unto

will come after melet him deny himself, and take
up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will
save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose

TheBook of Ruthd Study Notes

ul

what He has put indé wildl
in the spirit and not f
theSeGaHSi:lgCi pl es, | f any man

Ruth now has a choice to make. She is under
pressure and the temptation is laid out before her

. . tp returp to _her own gods the familiarity, the
2 IF 3 . L fhea i f ot rh er‘(ll\ﬁ?tt:GaiZka)o S Ih (?(ﬁ)rLfortP 'the 8rerﬁor:[/ar Bt ta%c;ountabilityt and as
W w u expﬂe&attion. %% are ténﬂ)ted lik Qhﬁs each day.WIt

weak through the fleslod sending his own Son

in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin,
condemned sin in the flesh: That the righteousness
of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not
after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For they that
are after the flesh do mind thikings of the flesh
[this is like Orpah];but they that are after the
Spirit the things of the Spirifas with Ruth] o
(Rom 8:35)

Unless we live a disciplined life (this is what
being adisciplei s) and O6sow to t
our spiritual appéte with the things of God
reading His word, praying, fellowshipping with
other believers we wi | |
fleshdé Bpodehaunl t hey
cannot p | &Rans &8).ltke Orpah we
will turn back to our own gis. One of the most
important lessons in the Christian life is that, no
amount of desiring to be good will make us good;
no amount of wanting to be holy will make us
holy. This is because, as Paul explainfRomans
719 For the good t:luthe |
evil which | woOwmdudowmwet |,
are incapable of pleasing God becatise i n
(that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to
will is present with me; but how to perform that
which is go(Rodh7:08)find

nNotydes

is so much easier to give in than stand firm. As for
Rut héé

Ruth 1:16
And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thear, to
return from following after theefshe did not even
want to have the temptation put before hddr
whither thou goest, | will go; and where thou
lodgest, | will lodge: thy people shall be my
people, and thy God my God:

J\/grnonsf\/IE)G!ae';:olmngenct)s: b€
i Il dell you how important it is: the decision
made that day will determine whether Jesus

feed

aut omat i caurlstlwiybe Bos O Wethiéhédn ort nbt. @nd if
t h athe right de@sioniis not madh, gou nfight & welh

send word to the wise men not to come, because

He wonot be b oltr may that doolke
important to us, but a tremendous decision was
being made. 0

Continuing on from the comments for verse 15,

Ruth chose to go Godds wa

YhE dpitithnd Inot thePflesh. Did she have any idea

hbw! ifhportaht ths Sne Yecisiowould be? The

M&ext time you are faced with temptation, consider

this example of Ruth. It is so easy to think that our
actions done in secret
it mat t er , T thabis vthate

Wi
Wi

In degperation Paul cries oufi O  wr et ¢ h e dgafhanbuld have us believEhe truth is, as is

that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of
t hi s dJaless sorhedne can help us we will
remain slaves to the gods that want to control us.
The good news is that someone can helpfus!
thank God through Jes Christ our Lord. So then
with the mind | myself serve the law of God; but
with the fl eQRomt2d28) | aw

Paul 6s ciotimtGod lwas putrahew life, a
new nature into us. We now have the choice which
we are to obeyi Do y o u w that to wikom o
you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that
one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin
leading to death, or of obedience leading to
ri ght eo(Rom &:4647) Only when we
surrender to the new life that God has put in us
through H s Spirit, and all

Calvary Chapel Portsmoutl® contact pastor@calvaryportsmouth.co.uk

ow

demonstrated in the book of Ruth, our decisions
when we are faced with temptations will have
profound consequencésfirstly on those we love,
and al so on Godéso pdearnc afr e
how you act; these are difficult daysodt be fools; be
wise: make the most of every opportunity you have for

0 doinggydod) Dof't act thoughtlessly, but try to find out

and do whatever

TLB)

t HEph 511518 d

How important this decision was. If Ruth had
turned back, the Messiawould not have been
born in Bethlehem through this family line

Him to 6wor k out
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Ruth 1:17 This would have been about a 50 mile journey
Where thou diest, will | die, and there will | be over mountainous terrain. How far are we prepared
buried: the LORD do so to me, and more also, if ©travel to get back to ¢t
ought but death part thee and me. praisedo? _
Naomi must have been a good witness (even fi€ . 1 et us lay aside every
without knowing it). God will work though us in doth so easily beset us, and let us run with

ways we do not see, so that He gets the glory. Patience the race that is set before us, Looking
When you crush a fruit, what you get out is what Unto Jesus the author and
was on the inside. When a Christian is crushed (Heb 12:1-2)

what comes out should be Christ. There was € €. t hat all the city was
enough of Go c for Ruth foahavmi o ey paidfls this Naomi?

been so taken in by the God of Abraham, Isaac and

Jacob, that she wanted this God to be her God. There were no T¥ in those days! It caused quite a

There is a underlying belief in the resurrection  Stir coming back into a small town. The people

from the dead seen here. The Jews (in general) had May have even had word that Naomi was on her

the hope that they would be resurreca¢dhe last way back; after all Naomi hadaeived word that

day. In Ruthés decl ar at thefamneRagended he wanted to be
buried in the same place as Naomi we see a hint of

her faith in the God of Israel to resurrect her also. Ruth 1:20

Vernon McGee comments: And she said unto them, Call me not Naomi, call

The Israelite believed that someday he would be me Mara: for the Almighty hath dealt very

raised from the d ead to live in that land. That bitterly with me.

was the hope of Abraham. He never believed that Some of the greatest people | know are people

he was going to heaven. He believed he would be. who have suffered incessantlg through life. And
raised from the dead right dogwgygh®d sBffering efe hhsbaeh & epth of
the_reason he bought the cave_of Machpelah and _ character developed that is unparalleled by
buried Sarah there, and he himsel  f was buried others who have never experienced suffering or

there. Isaac had that same hope, and even old sorrow. Out of suffering, out of sorrow, the roots
Jacob, who died down in the land of Egypt, said can go deep into God and the life can become

he wanted to be buried back up there where his beautiful, and strong, an  d powerful. Or you can
fathers were buried. This was because they had a root into bitterness and your life becomes bitter

hope of the resurrection of the dead. They were and tight, and tense.
seekin g fla city é whose buil der and maker is

Godo (Heb. 11:10), which will pd@gicAyhdn&dpbréoh YiveL Himsditholes to
earth someday. Thatos the Ol gjefn8s8 t 1BsMAINiH hdWOC b look at the
When the Lord Jesus said to His disciples in the __ situation. | can look at it and | can become bitter
upper room in John 14:2, A€ bng&hY 1fcod Roled M&theh whi did He allow
place for youothisaeadhy thaf was m that to happen to me?" My life becomes tense,

brand new, you see. Godds pr i BeRomd fyht, AR M BiSbfvessels begin
was to give him an eternal home on this earth. to constrict and there's not a real flowing

And Ruth said not only that where Naomi died i anymore. My whole life is so tense. | begin to
she would die, but also, ”_A”aE‘_tuall&dtbtetHe%ffecfé’bflt;5hysiéa|| bey
buried. o You see, herdjusbagse i s in hat | and

the hope of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob had

b Naomi for the moment was responding in the
een.

wrong way, "Don't call me Pleasant, call me
Bitter!" Oh sad, that's sad when you've allowed
Ruth 1:18 the circumstances of your life to jaundice your

. feelings and you turn bitter against God, and
When she saw that she was stedfastly minded to bitter against the circ  umstances of life. Naomi

go with her, then she left speaking unto her. thought it was all over. She thought that was the

Oh may our prayer be that we too are SO end of the road. She didn't know the plan God
steadfastly minded t o g ovas@uiddus (Pawca GhuckrSreitly a r -dChverns s o f
whatever elsesi competing for our affection or Chapel Costa Mesa)

attention!

Ruth 1:19 Ruth 1:21
So they two went until they came to Bethlehem. | went out full, and the LORD hath brought me
And it came to pass, when they were come to home again enpty: why then call ye me Naomi,
Bet hl ehemé.
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seeing the LORD hath testified against me, and The Book of Ruth Chaptez

the Almighty hath afflicted me?

Notice the change of attitude? Naomi and her Ruth 2:1

family had left the land because they fegred the And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, a

ﬁo‘;hifn ehc ts ‘?fht t h”et f ahm:j N teh’ ﬁé’h@ than &f we%l{‘h,gorﬁt e family oY Blithlelh; 9 ° 1
g here, we might as well try our hand inthe i 000 \as Boaz

land of Moabo. Now Naomipl gafel ghe B vere? thar WrlaBndrs %idd ©

thought she had nothing she was actually full; and S .
. purgeon would have spent an entire sermon
coming home she thought she would be full but expounding! We must be careful not jtest read

instead she has lost all. . . ! ;

; it over the magnitude of what this verse is saying, for
Agalrg G?_|d. gets q ttr;le blame for her th tr} ﬁ) q it ultimately speaks of Jesus Christ. Psalm 40:7
abandon Him and the consequences that followed <" \<cii'n t he vol ume of the

as a result. N . .
- . me ,cand many Bible commentators have pointed
fiHe dwelisthin the secret place of the most out that you can find Jesus on every pagé¢hef

High shall abide under the shadow of the : .

; " o Bible, either boldly presented, or subtly concealed
Al mi g (rP$ayn.9@:1)| the key to remaining in the t eﬁ, sha)éic? s and etaﬂ%rme)r/b525:2
under Godbés shadow is tosafz:ﬁ’gq i¥‘"V¥He bfnory o f Go d

the honour of kingsands t o

Ruth 1:22 Paul explains, in regard to the feasts ofds$, that
So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess, her they too arei ashadowof things to come; but the
daughter in law, with her, which returned out of substance(i.e. the fulfilment)i s of (@hr i st
the country of Moab: and they came to 2:17).
Bethlehem in the beginning of barley harvest.
Barley Harvest- Passover time Spring On the surface we are now introduced to the hero
of the book of Ruth- Boaz. It seemed to have
sl ipped Naomi 6s mi atde t hat

who could, potentially at least, act as the kinsman
redeemer, to purchase back that which had
belonged to Elimelech. As we will go on to see,
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Boaz was a wealthy man and of great standing in number of servants, and also thatwas a man of
the community, but it 6s greatenportame withun the town,candtthe élebtew p e S
and shadow we see the depth in this verse. implies he was mighty in valour. But this verse
also speaks of Jesus. You could have a mighty
We will break the verse into the four key facts that man who had little in the terms of wealth; or you

are revealed: could have a wealthy man who had little or no
1) Naomi had a kinsman, might, but our Boaz (Jesus Christ) is both Mighty
2) He was a mighty man of wealth and of unfathomable wealth. Not only do we have
3) He was of the family of Elimelech a Kinsman, but He is mighty to save (Isaiah 63:1);
4) His name was Boaz He is the captain of the armies of the LORD
(Joshua 5:14), who will destroy His enemies with

Firstly, Naomi had a kinsmari_ater in the book the brightnessf His coming (2 Thess 2:8).

we will not find Naomi complaining that she

di dnot have a number of Inadgdrdeto HisiwaaithmRanl sagshtlee depto af | d

have redeemed her, nor will she complain that it the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of

was too restrictive, narrow and dogmatic to only = God how unsearchable are his judgments, and his

have been offeredneway out of her predicament ways past finding oud!(Rom 11:33)God 6s ri ch
I a predicament that had been brought about by are not just confined to thmaterial, and here Paul

her decision to leave the Land God had given her, speaks of the unfathomable depth of the riches of
ultimately, the lust of the eyes, the lust of theflesh, bot h Godés wisdom and Kknoc¢
and the pride of life (1 John 2:16). The incredible  knowing, all powerful and all wise. | wonder how

fact here is the Naontiad a kinsman, there was poverty stricken Ruth felt to discover she was
way, it was possiblefor a sinner to be restored related to a philanthropist millionaire?ow would
because thereasa kinsmarredeemer! Of course you react to such a discovery? To discover that

this speaks of Jesus; He is The way, The truth and you have such a Kinsman in Jesus Christ, who is
The life. None can come (back) to the Father but willing and able to redeem you, provide for your,
through Him (John 14:6). The world may foolishly  establish you, and Whom will never forsake you,
complain thatChristianity is too exclusive, that it should fill your heart and mind with unspeakable
is narrow and dogmatic to affirm there is just One joy and peace!

way to heaven through Jesus Christ, but the most

amazing fact is, that theis A way. It is actually Paul also alludes to the future blessings reserved
possible. Wéhavea Kinsman; one who is abénd for those who are redeemec
willing to redeem us (purchase us back). we al t h &The aygsi of gour understanding
Furthermore, our Kinsman came to rescue us while being enlightened; that ye may know what is the
we were yet sinners, lost and alienated from the hope of his calling, and whahe riches of the
commonwealth of Israel (just as Naomi had been).  glory of his inheritance in the saints (Eph 1:18)

AFor when we were yet w Whahdoes this mean? dustgvhat will bé the richase
time Christ died for the ungogl For scarcely for of the glory spoken of here? And what amazing
a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for  blessings will we inherit in the ages to come? Paul
a good man some would even dare to die. But God addsiiThat in the ages to come he might shew the
commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we exceeding riches of his gracein his kindness
were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more t owar d us t hr o(EghR:7)This i st
then, being now justified by his bloosle shall be mighty Man of wealth is the one who has chosen
saved from wr RonM5:60)h r o u g hus ks His@wn. Our own inability and unworthiness
AThat at t hat ti me vye wisralk toowappatremt,uand RFaul rhunmbly decldres,i n g
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and fiUnto me, who am leghan the least of all saints,
strangers from the covenants of promise, having is this grace given, that | should preach among the
no hope, and without God in the world: But now in  Gentilesthe unsearchable riches of Chrigt(Eph
Christ Jesis ye who sometimes were far off are  3:8).
made nigh by t l{fEph20Rl8od of Chri st o.

How is it that Paul can preach something that is
The second poi nt hetwas ame nunsearahablé?ds it hohthat the heer magnitude of
mighty man of wealth. Speaki ng o fHis Baeszare dyanel our ability to search or
know that he was a wealthy land owner with a estimate? We should be mindful too that Paul had
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an insight none else have been afforded, for we the God of Israel changed her forever, and as Jesus

readi And | knew such a maHmself testifiedcof amather exarlotin \Wher ef or e
body, or out of the body, | cannot tell: God say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are
knoweth;) How that he was caught up tin forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is
paradise,and heard unspeakable wordsvhich it forgiven, t he (lsukenigl7) Asov et h
i s not | awful (2fCord2:34). ma n witb Boaz,Gherriost al so i s of t h
my Kingé. God al cametodoas Hi

No doubt, among those unspeakable words Paul the will of His Father (John 5:30 / 6:38). Only one
heard were expressi ons whbd seekafirsi thetkibngdomwfeGod cam be autyd
ri ches, so dazzling as IpleasimytodlimMeat 3:1n/Mataeui3B)6 s mi nd.
Buttheweah and riches of our 6émighty Man of

weal thdé are not just t oFibneal h ¢y p e dwefhmamame biastBoér. ot hlad
experienced now, Afhatrhe PaBbé&dzd pmamer means O6to stre
would grant you, according to theches of his sand, stoas and water together all day long and
glory, to be strengthened with mighy his Spirit you will have a soggy mix of sand, stones and
i n the i(BphZlf, andaeaffirmsiBut water. However when you add cement to your
my God shall supply all your neextcording to sand, stones and water you have something that
his riches in glory by Christ Jesuds(Phil 4:19) you can make the largest buildings from. This is

what Christ does for us. He putgo us something
Godods ri ches exceed anytha ivas qiot thexe befaé ! immamgi de. al |
Even in this present world we know thiate v e r y through Christ whictstrengthensne .(Rhil 4:13).
beast of the forest is mine, and the leatipon a Christ is our strength, and His strength is made

thousand hills. | know all the fowls of the perfect in our weaknessl (Peter 5:10/ 2
mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are  Corinthians 12:9. He was strong enough to
mine. If | were hungry, | would not tell thee: for endue temptation in the wilderness, to endure the
the world is mine,(Psaimd ttrialein Gethtemane, 20 endure the mdckery and
50:1012), furthermore, His is i a n e v e r | aseourging of the Pharisees and Romans, to endure
domirion, which shall not pass away, and his the agony and humiliation of crucifixion, and
kingdom that whi ch (Bamal lultinmtly to eneluredthe svtath ofyGedl ppured on

7:14). Him for the sins othe world. What strength! What
a Saviour!
We dondt |just know somedmr®rwhaonsi det atbedmt ot lmat

member of the royal family, or even that we are contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be
distantly related to royalty ourselves, we are joint wear i ed and f aHabil2:3).n your
heirs withthe King of Kings!i The Spi rit i tself

beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the  Boaz must have make an impression on his great
children of God: And if children, then heirs; heirs grandson, Solomon, for when ISmon was

of God, and joirtheirs with Christ; if so be that we building the templei he reared up t
suffer with him, that we may be also glorified  before the temple, one on the right hand, and the
t 0 g e (Rormm 816-17). other on the left; and called the name of that on

the right hand Jachin, and the name of that on the
The third fact we are told is that Boaz was of the left Boaz &2 Chron 3:17)J aci nt h me an s
family of Elimelech. As we have noted, the name esabl i shdéd, and Boaz, O0to st
Eli mel ech means 06God is my kingé. Boaz was of
the family of o6God is my kingdo,;, Rhthg2was a Godly
family. His mother was Rahab, a gentile who had  And Ruth the Moabitess said unto Naomi, Let me

been saved by her faith in Yeshua. Although  now go to the field, and glean ears of corn after
Rahab had once been known as a harlot, even by him in whose sight | shall find grace. And she

the time we are introduced to her in the book of  sajid unto her, Go, my daughter.

JOShua, there is evidence that her life was Ruth decides to go and try to domething about
changing, for we are told she was drying flax in  the sijtuation. Her request to Naomi is based upon a
the roof of her house, anli$ was time consuming provision in the Law of Moses as is seen by the
and would have been to produce garments for sale, following scriptures. However what is interesting

to earn her living in a more honourable way (linen s that it is Ruth that makes this request. Did she
et c. was made from fl ax). Rahabdés encounter with
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know what the Jewish Law said? Had Nadold
her daughtem-law about the law of Moses?
Certainly she should have done, 8emit 6:67.

The Law of gleaning Lev 19:910

AAnd when ye reap the
shalt not wholly reap the corners of thy field,
neither shalt thou gaer the gleanings of thy
harvest. And thou shalt not glean thy vineyard,
neither shalt thou gather every grape of thy
vineyard; thou shalt leave them for the poor and
stranger: I am the LORD

The Law of gleaning Deut 24:1922

i Wh en t htdown thinetdrvess in thy field,
and hast forgot a sheaf in the field, thou shalt not
go again to fetch it: it shall be for the stranger, for
the fatherless, and for the widow: that the LORD
thy God may bless thee in all the work of thine
hands. When tho beatest thine olive tree, thou
shalt not go over the boughs again: it shall be for
the stranger, for the fatherless, and for the widow.
When thou gatherest the grapes of thy vineyard,
thou shalt not glean it afterward: it shall be for the
stranger, for he fatherless, and for the widow. And
thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in
the land of Egypt: therefore | command thee to do
this thing. o

Ruth 2:3
And she went, and came, and gleaned in the field
after the reapers: and her hap was to light on a
part of the field belonging unto Boaz, who was of
the kindred of Elimelech.

She O6happensd on the
Rahab. | t has been said
God chooses to work

This is one of thosesverses

sense of humour, for He says in effelti t
happened t Thareis ®whahcé to thié
event, for it had been foreordained by the God who
knows the end from the beginningsdiah 46:9

10.AiThe steps of a good
LORD:and he del i ght(Bsalim i
37:23)

An important lesson can be learnt from this
situati on: So often we
will is for us. We look for the miraculous but
seldom find the answer there. It comes in the
ordinary everyday situmins that we find ourselves
in. Elijah sought the Lord and there came a great
and strong wind, than an earthquake and then a
fire; but God was in none of these. Then there
came a €eé. .voice. Just
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thundered from the heavens but het jsigoke to
him. (1 Kings 19:1112)

Ruth evidently believed that God would provide.
She had faith. But as James reminds us, faith

brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have
not works? can faith save P If a brother or
sister be naked, and destitute of daily food,And one
of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye
warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them
nototlhiose tingsd whith are needful to the body;
what doth it profit? Even so faith, if itath not
works, is dead, being alone.Yea, a man may say,
Thou hast faith, and | have works: shew me thy
faith without thy works, and | will shew thee my
faith by my works. Thou believest that there is one
God; thou doest well; the devils also believe, and
tremble.But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith
without works is dead? Was not Abraham our
father justified by works, when he had offered
Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest thou how faith
wrought with his works, and by works was faith
made perfect? Andhe scripture was fulfilled
which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was
imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was
called the Friend of God. Ye see then how that by
works a man is justified, and not by faith only.
Likewise also was not Rahab the lwaijustified by
works, when she had received the messengers, and
had sent

B 0 aszmiym demonstrated her faith by her works,
and so does Ruth. Seeing Ruth acting on her faith

f i bolibt cAdsed BoBzAHougH aBdeit hi§ rRufh, wiRof
whshafsd a djbﬁtif@g'wﬁoch'adj @dsEnSo derge tvh e r
an o ngod@isrsel (¥ R&h 2:11)

where we detect

provision for you right now, no matter how
difficult things are, God has made provision.
Through under st andinevw

Mkt shérhuSt do? Thél sameSistruelfor us.t he

n hi s

way. 0

Ruth 2:4

And behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem, and

saidr uintg the reapersk The WORW heawith Y6 d 6 s

And they answered him, The LORD bless thee.

We have already noted in our study that Boaz
came from a Godly fary, and it is again
evidenced in his greeting when he arrives at work.
He greets his staff in the name of YHWH, the
name that God revealed to Moses at the burning

dusly "6 e JEHORG,dandt b appedredh unte e
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Abraham,... by the name of God Almighty-(El
Shaddai),but by My name JEHOVAH was | not
known' We should seek first the kingdom of God,
and this applies to our daily/work lives also.

This verse also tells u
outside the town, and some have speculated that it
could have been in thesame place certain
shepherds, many years later, were looking after
their sheep when they were visited by an Angelic
host announcing the birth of the Saviour.

Ruth 2:5

Then said Boaz unto his servant that was set over
the reapers, Whose damsel is this?

As any good boss would do, Boaz brings himself
up to speed with all that is happening that day.
Suddenly he notices a girl who he has not seen
before. Is this love at first sight?

Note: Boaz notices Ruth before she knows who he
i s You fiave not chosen methuhave chosen

y 0 u gJohin 15:16)

Also notice in the next verse that it is an unnamed
servant introduces the bride to the groom!

Ruth 2:67

6 And the servant that was set over the reapers
answered and said, It is the Moabitish damsel
that came back wh Naomi out of the country of
Moab:

7 And she said, | pray you, let me glean and
gather after the reapers among the sheaves: so
she came, and hath continued even from the
morning until now, that she tarried a little in the
house

At the point Boaz arriveRRuth is taking her first
break of the day, and the servant remarks how
Ruth had arrived that morning and asked
permission to glean after the reapers. Her
dedication and commitment had also been noted,
and (presumably) the servant had entered into
converston with Ruthi maybe to check out her
eligibility to glean?i for he knew of her journey
from Moab back to Israel with Naomi, and actually
refers to her ashe Moabitish damsel as if the
talk of her had spread around town.

It is important to note thatRuth had to
acknowledge her own poverty and humbly seek
the favour of thiso mi ghty man of
when you acknowledge your own poverty and
need, and humble yourself are you able to come
and plead before your Redeemer.
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Ruth 2:89

8 Then said Boaz mto Ruth, Hearest thou not,

my daughter? Go not to glean in another field,

neither go from hence, but abide here fast by my
maidens: R . _

8 Let thIn@ byesB® dh e fielfl thR thed doWery® | U
and go thou after them: have | not charged the

young men that they shhlnot touch thee? and

when thou art athirst, go unto the vessels, and

drink of that which the young men have drawn.

Boaz now goes over to the place where Ruth was
resting. Her heart must have skipped a beat! This
was Boaz, t h e wedlthdi, g hgasyt nBa n
makes it clear that he wants her to stay and glean

in his field, and he will personally vouch for her
safety, and she can drink freely of water she has

not drawn. He makes the first move!

Once again, this is what Christ has done for us,
shown us gracend mercy, allowing us to drink
freely of water we have nodrawn: i J e s us
answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh
of this water shall thirst again: But whosoever
drinketh of the water that | shall give him shall
never thirst; but the water that | al give him
shall be in him a well of water springing up into
everlasting life. The woman saith unto him, Sir,
give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come
hither to dravd (John 4:1315).

Ruth 2:10
Then she fell on her face, and bowed herself to
the ground, and said unto him, Why have | found
grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldest take
knowledge of me, seeing | am a stranger?
Her response was as ours should be. This question
is as applicable to us today as it was to Ruth.

Why? 6 Wh at nthatyolhave domeatlsiso
for me?d6 Because it pleasce
Havel? 60Because you have bec
My affectionbo.

FoundGrace? Because | have in abundance what
you need and it pleases Me to give it to you.

In Your eyes? Ruth acknowlgds just who this
man isi which makes the above even more
overwhelming!

Just like Ruth, we were strangers, but not only has

V@gdablroygntéls_ into Hlis fieég and protected and

provided for us, He has podred His grace upon us
and made us part of His family!
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Ruth 2:11

And Boaz answered and said unto her, It hath
fully been shewed me, all that thou hast done
unto thy mother in law since the death of thine
husband: and how thou hast left thy father and
thy mother, and the land of thy nativity, and art
come urio a people which thou knewest not
heretofore.

Remember those little things that you thought no
one noticed? God sees.

Boaz had obviously done his homework because
hesay© 1t has fully been s
have daolHeghen recounts her tosy! This
must have been a surprise to Ruth, after all, it was
6only by chanceb6 that s
work in that field that day!

This is how it is for us when we come to Jesus,
iCome, see a man, whi ch
ever | did: is nothi s t he (Jabim 4:29s t ?
When we come to Jesus he already knows
everything, so He canodt
out what we are really like. Nothing we do will be

a surprise to God it may shock us at time$! but

God know all thingsfi b e a r Bingsa lbelieveth

al | t hings, hopeth all
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(1 Cor 13:7)i and the amazing thing is that love
never fails, God doesndt
sees us how we can be in Christ.

Ruth 2:12

The LORD recompense thy work, and a full
reward be given thee of the LORD God of Israel,
under whose wings thou art come to trust.

Her decision to follow the God of Naomi was not
in vain. Boaz prays that God will give her a full
rewardi which, as we will see, He does. Jesus
said:i Ve r i | yto you, Sharg is morman that
hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father,
or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my
sake, and the gospel's, But he shall receive an
hundredfold now in this time, houses, and
brethren, and sisters, and motheend children,
and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to
come et e(arkl0:2930) f e. 0O

Ruth 2:1314

13 Then she said, Let me find favour in thy sight,
my lord; for that thou hast comforted me, and for
that thou hast spoken friendly unto the
handmaid, though | be not like unto one of thine
handmaidens.

14 And Boaz said unto her, At mealtime come
thou hither, and eat of the bread, and dip thy
morsel in the vinegar. And she sat beside the
reapers: and he reached her parched corn, and
she dideat, and was sufficed, and left.

Boaz invites Ruth to come and eat at His table, and
notice what they are having: bread and winte
vineg a r is a grape juice,
should remind you of another kinsmesdeemer
who has made the samavitation to us.(Matt
26:29)

)

Boaz then waits on her, maybe to get a closer look
Rtch@nlitholit enakimicit tod bblviougt hat you

Ruth 2:1516

Bee andd BhRP ! Fall ristnCup fo Y&, BB

commanded his young men, saying, Let her glean

even among the sheaves, and reach her not:

16 And let fall also some of the handfuls of
drpBse for HEE and ledve thehh, thaf she rhal) 2 t
lean them, and rebuke her not.

If Boaz carries on like this, people are going to .

st tafing® BePi® Relnd paftiilarl) Yind' dnd? @ T N

showing an unusualn@ount of interest in this

young lady. Love does thisit make us go out of

our way. Do you remember some of the crazy(1 i nc

LithgsYél Sid whenYySUWeré&firstlin IGvd2! ¢
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There are handfuls of purpose all around usitoo
the &6just so happefaud
God loves us so much that He does this for us all
the ti me; t he
right time and right place.

Ruth 2:17

So she gleaned in the field until even, and beat
out that she had gleaned: and it was about an
ephah d barley.

7 bushelsi a lot more than she would have
expected to be bringing home! If we choose to

Il i tt1 ehet hiothg shan atpbwerfulbandricmgnaddoeking gug 6

TheBook of Ruthd Study Notes

and moping, rather than acting in faith and

t hgkeaningGvwbad God leas movided fsu | e f

At t his Rut h dioesnbot

a

stage

with a big field and lots of servants.

Ruth 2:20
And Naomi said unto her daughter in law,
Blessed be he of the LORD, who hath not left off
his kindnessto the living and to the dead. And
Naomi said unto her, The man is near of kin unto
us, one of our next kinsmen.

glean in the field of our Kinsman, we too will have ~ The lights go on for Naoniio why di dndt |
an abundance. t his?6 Na o mi not only r e
AiNow unto him that i s rgoglshiskindgess i ghe paskte herfamihity
abundantly above all that we ask or think, @also dawns on her what this could mean.
acca di ng to the poweHph t ha?ccording tokthetlaw of redemption (.ev 25:47
3:20) 50), and the law of Leverite marriage (Deut 25:5
Ruth 2:18 10), Naomi realises that there is both a way for
And she took it up, and went into the city: and Ruth to marry again also to regain the family land.
, : ) . ) |
her mother in law saw what she had gleaned: and Suddenly thing are looking brighter!
she brought forth, and gave to her that she had . .
reserved after she was sufficed. The law of Leverite marriage meant thaF because
Boaz was next of kin to R

So Ruth beats otlhe barley and takes it home; but

notice that when she ge
help but see what Ruth has got, but then Ruth
6brings fortho, ied get

reserved after she was satisfied. When was Ruth
satisfied? When she had lunchthvBoaz. So out

of the abundance that Boaz had provided she has
brought home a packed tea for NadmiLove is

not selfish.

Out of our abundance we too should bless others
we automatically think money, but we have
receive countless spiritual blessingattivas have
freely received, and we should freely gi&latt
10:8)

Ruth 2:19

And her mother in law said unto her, Where hast
thou gleaned to day? and where wroughtest
thou? blessed be he that did take knowledge of
thee. And she shewed her mother in lawthw
whom she had wrought, and said, The man's
name with whom | wrought to day is Boaz.
Itdéds been a great day
been at home all day, no doubt worried sick about
Ruth, probably expecting the worse. But when
Ruth comes home grinnirfigom ear to ear (if you
pardon the pun!) Naomi bursts into lifeshe is
happy for possibly the first time in the book! How
often do we doubt Godoés
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rﬂ?‘s could,infact he yag pbligpied,tg-fake Ruth g
is wife and raise up children in the name of
ut hos .d e a r nd, . 4
% be %gt ¥or thJI[S to épper?y ﬁrsﬂcly‘? mi—fgﬁa@e a mad
kinsmani no problem there. Secondly, he had to
be wilingial t hough it was Ot he
not mandatory, so he did not have to. Thirdly the
request had to come from Ruth.

We toohave a KinsmaiiRedeemer who is able and
willing to redeem us, but the request must come
from us!

See also Jeremiah 25 for another example of the right of
redemption

Ruth 2:21
And Ruth the Moabitess said, He said unto me
also, Thou shalt keep fast by mpyng men, until
they have ended all my harvest.
Ruth, obviously excited by this news tells Naomi

60He wants me to go back ac
bIt i s worth notiné\f; th_ath Rt
Uahout'alP Rl thatBbak hadlsdif Bbut N a s

her. Love does not boast.

Ruth 2:22

And Naomi said unto Ruth her daughter in law,

Ibis 99adi My Aagig{iter, thay thoy gopy with pis o
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maidens, that they meet thee not in any other
field.

In the previous verse Ruth says that she has been

invited to work al ong
Naomi has a better idéakeep close to the girls
instead. Whether Ruth realises it yet or not, there is
only one man for her, and Naomi thinks she knows
who!

Oswald Chambers says:l t is only t
who believes that God engineers circumstances.

We take such liberties with our circumstances,

we do not believe God engineers them, although

we say we do; we treat the things that happen

as if they were engineered by men. To be faithful

in every circumstance means that we have only

one loyalty, and tha t is to our Lord. Suddenly
God breaks up a particular set of circumstances,

and the realisation comes that we have been
disloyal to Him by not recognising that He had
organised them. We never saw what He was
after, and that particular thing will never be
repeated all the days of our life. The test of
loyalty always comes just there. If we learn to
worship God in the trying circumstances, He will
alter them in two seconds
Naomi had started the day like Eeydresad and

gloomy, not trustinghat God was in control of the

he

S i

whe Nadhfis© @& nausi- Rel y
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Each day God will find a way of asking you one
guestion: O06Do you trust

de Boaﬁlﬁhzyz%ung

So she kept fast by the maidens of Béazglean
unto the end of barley harvest and of wheat
harvest; and dwelt with her mother in law.

Ruth does just as Naomi suggests and goes back
each dzily until ther‘ end of the harvest.
i%yn‘? sute Boaz was as
each day as she was to gedre. The harvest
season would have lasted for up three months.

Me

men.

pl eas

Love is patient.

The Book of Ruth Chapter 3
Ruth 3:1

Then Naomi her mother in law said unto her, My
daughter, shall | not seek rest for thee, that it

may be well with thee?

concerned
happiness so poses the questioMy dear Ru
have you thought of getting remarried and settling

circumstances. Before the day had ended she was § 5 wn ? 6
provision

enjoying Godods

and planning a wedding.
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It is interesting that we find Naomi use the
expression O6seek restbod
Throughout scpture the idea of rest is

prophetically linked to the marriage of the Bride
and our Heavenly Groom. The ultimate rest will be
found in Him, when we are joined to Him and free
from the toil and trials of this world. The Hebrew
word for
l'iterally means
spot, or (figuratively) a home. This is how a
marriage should be, a place of loving fulfilment
and peace.

As Matthew Henry commentsi A marri ed
is, or should be, a state of res t to young people.
Wandering affections are then fixed, and the
heart must be at rest. o

Sadly, we are bombarded
marriage as a place of strife and turmoil, where

dreams go to die and to endure is the best we can
hope for.

Love ishard to conceal and it may well have been
that Naomi had already noticed a spark between
Ruth and Boaz, after all, it would seem they had
spent a couple of
company by this point in time. Ruth however,
being a foreigner, wouldo doubt have felt it not
her place to initiate anything with her wealthy
relative. This is the way in which we must come to
Christ, knowing our poverty and dependence upon
Him alone.

In this verse we should also notice also the actions
of a loving parenin seeking a godly partner for
their child.

fiAnd be it always remembered that is best for us

which i s best f-oMatthewuHennys oul s. 0

Ruth 3:2

r e st amins-akhy;whisgho wad&Trdéi ud at i ond

stldt el s

mont hs
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got a copy of the threshing floor schedule, and
gseasn whdadosm ofnordumaygr tioag @t

The threshing floor was typically found on the top
of a hill where the wind was blowing. The grain
was first crushed under w
Latin from whence comes our word for

meaning to

6qui et 6 ,grain was threslied ib wocld leettheolwry ip theaair, s e t

the chaff would be blown aay downwind but the
grain itself would fall onto the threshing floor
ready to be gathered up.

at the o6threshing f
before the feet of our Redeemer and throw
ourselves upon His mercy and grace. Here we are
threshed by the ord of God that is able to divide
between body, soul and spirit (Hebrews 4:12).

AR T Merild oo Vil ey of p
which is born o@ohnt3tbe Spiri
ANow this | say, bret hrer

cannot inherit the kindom of God; neither doth
corruption i nhE&Corls:50) ncor rt

daily Riutrh?::%aCh ot her 6s
Wash thyself therefore, and anoint thee, and put
thy raiment upon thee, and get thee down to the
floor: but make not thyself known unto the man,
until he shall have done @ag and drinking.

Most girls can look good when the occasion
demands. Ruth would have probably figured this
part out herself. | dailly see an amazing
transformation in my commute to work. Ladies
board the train looking a little bleary eyed and like
they wauld rather have stayed a little longer in
bed; but then the makg bag comes out and they
set to work. At the other end of the journey I look
up from my laptop and a different person is sitting
opposite me! There is actually a spiritual lesson in
this tog and that is that we look better with our

And now is not Boaz of our kindred, with whose 6coverings?©o, whi ch for a
maidens thou wast? Behold, he winnoweth barley ~ Christ. We are to be clothed with Hifi F o r as
to nightin the threshingfloor. many of you as have been baptized into Christ
iHave you though about hBovazputHecaasanE€H?7/ alsolR&émans
handsome (rich) man! 6 013:94. This Wik ¢hange wrooutwand bppdaranyeo u
coulddo, ifyouliké no pr essur e t h oandgalso theiintvdrdspergon thdt ordinary cosmetics
t h a ti élavéyou ever known people thatliketo cannot oérepaird.
matchmake? It is a dangerous pastimeess| the
Lorddéds hand is in it. In the Garden of Eden, man was originally clothed

with the glory of God, but when sin entered, the
However in this case Naomi had obviously been glory was removed and man was suddenly aware
doing her own homework; so much so that she had of his nakedness (Gemé¢ s 3: 7, 11) . Ma n
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was to try to provide his own covering, by sewing  God declares, Ruth (this gentile bride) says she

fig leaves together, but whilst this may have gone will obey.

some way to preserving their modesty, it did not We have recorded in a Jewish book what Jews
address the real issue, that they were nhow moved by God wrote O6éafore
Ospiritually nakstdélothe Goadmsl i eame dy c wiaoehwith asfRarh 1 t
them with the skins of animals (Genesis 3:21), and 15:4 /2 Tim 3:16) are we as willing to heed the

this meant the shedding of blood. In 2 Corinthians instruction as Ruth was?

5PaultellsusiFor we know that i f 0 1r part hl v

house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a ——
building of God, an house not made withnds,
eternal in the heavens. For in this we groan,
earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our
house which is from heavenlf so be that being
clothed we shall not be found naked. For we that
are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened:
not for thatwe would be unclothed, but clothed
upon, that mortality mig
(2 Cor 5:14). The new bodies that Paul refers to
here will be supernatural bodies, fit for eternity
and clothed with theleglory of God
tha_t ovgrcometh,the _'same shall bE_IOthEd In Threshing floors were usually found at the top of a hill
white raiment and | will not blot out his name out so that the wind would blow the chaff into a pile
of the book of life, but | will confess his name downwind, but the heasr grain would fall and get
before my Father, and before his angels caught against the wall. It would be usual to have a

A otyﬁl%al G;[hreglhén%f!oonr ;

(Revelation 3:5 see also 2 Chronicles 6:41) celebration after the threshing was completed and then
sleep that night at the threshing floor to protect the grain

Naomi, having been married long enbu have from thieves.

had two grown up children then offers Ruth some

good advice: o6Wait baill heos fRUHNIGE d eating! o
mands ears work better wbhand sheiwent dowroun® dhedbi, gnd fdid | | !
according to all that her mother in law bade her.

Ruth 3:4 7And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his
And it shall be, when he lieth down, that thou heart was merry, he went to lie down at the end of
shalt mark the place where he shall Jiand thou the heap of corn: and she came softly, and

shalt go in, and uncover his feet, and lay thee ~ uncovered his feet, and laid her down.

down; and he will tell thee what thou shalt do. 8 And it came topass at midnight, that the man

It was traditional that after beating the barley on ~Was afraid, and turned himself: and, behold, a

the threshing floor at the end of the harvest, when Woman lay at his feet. _

the chaff and wheat were separated, therdvoe Ruth in humility and obedience goes to lay at _
a feast, a reward for the workers. It would alsobe B0az o6 feet. But suddenly |
normal to sleep at the threshing floor for the night ~ealises he is not alone. This was no doubt a big

to protect the crop from thieves. Naomi, confident ~SUrPrse to Boaz and the last thing he was

that Boaz knows all about the law of Leverite  €XPecting!

marriage, gives Ruth instructions stating that

Boaz will know what to ldhb®.eXWhfeenS sy ne Hfid st feart
Christ, all we have to do is to come and fall at His  that he was drunk, but simply that he was content,
satisfied and cheerful after a good harvest had

feet!
been gathered in, and a welirned meal had been
enjoyed.
Ruth 3:5
And she said unto her, All that thou sayest unto Ruth 3:9
me | w_iII do. N _ ) And he said, Who art thou? And she answered, |
There is no opposition to this plan from Riitand am Ruth thine handmaid: spread therefore thy

you get the feeling that sea s n 6t j ust  skigtiovedthinke Man@maid; for thou art a near
for Naomi! All that Naomi, this Jewess moved by  kinsman.
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Contrary to what some have thought about this then will | do the part of a kinsman to thee, as the
verse, Ruth is actually asking Boaz to fulfil the  LORD liveth: lie down until the morning.
role of the kinsmaimedeemer, she is askinghimto Boaz 6 hands were tied by

marry her! the lw and legal requirements Ruth remained
Ounredeemed?d, Boaz says

Throughout scripture the idea of the skirt or hem  perform the part of a kinsman..

of a garment is used to symbolise authority. AFor what the |l aw coul d

Ccf . 1 Samuel 24 Davi d c weak throufh the lilesh, Goel sending hisSarudod s

robe. AlsoMatt 9:20 / Matt 14:36 in the likeness of sinful flesh, and fain,

What Ruth is askig Boaz is to come under his condemned si (Rom&3)t he f 1l est

authority.

We were bound by the law, but the law could
God says the same of Israeltaekiel 16:8f No w  never redeem us. But praise God that through His
when | passed by thee, and looked upon thee, grace, Jesus made a way to take us for His own,
behold, thy time was the time of love; and | spread paying the price and setting us free from the law.
my skirt over thee, and covered thy nakedness:
yea, | sware unto theand entered into a covenant Ruth 3:14
with thee, saith the Lord GOD, and thou becamest

) N And shelay at his feet until the morning: and she
mine. o

rose up before one could know another. And he
Ruth 3:10 said, Let it not be known that a woman came into

. the floor.
And he said, Blessed be thou of the LORD, my _—

. - . We are here told how Ruth was dismissed by
daughter: for thou hast shewed more kindness in - g3, it would not have been safe for her to go
the latter end than at the beginning, inasmuch as home in the dea d of the night; therefore she lay
thou followedstnot young men, whether poor or at his feet (not by his side) until morning. But as
rich. soon as ever the day broke, that she had light to
Boaz is genuinely taken back by this, after all, 9° home Dby, she got away, before one could
Ruth is an attractive young girl, Boaz is a middle mgm a”no(:{'erbethatl’(r:;;:e ‘t’(")erebzeelbée; dShe -
age man. Boaz would als_o reallse th_e effect th_at unseasonably. She was not shy of being known
this would have on Naomi, and in th|5Ar65peCt It to be a gleaner in the field, nor ashamed of that
was an actofkindnes on Rut hds p ar tnark of her poverty. But she would not willingly

be known to be a night  -walker, for her virtue was
Ruth 3:11 her greatest honour, and that which she most
And now, my daughter, fear not; 1 will do to thee valued. Boaz dismissed her, 1. With a charge to
; . ; keep counsel ( Rth_3:14 ): Let it not be known
all that thou requirest: for all the city of my :
. that a woman came into the floor, and lay all
people doth know that thou art a virtuous woman.

. ; night so near to Boaz; for, though they needed
Boaz said yes! Ruth was obviously the talk of the 1ot 10 care much what people said of them while

town, and Boaz remarks thshe is virtuoud an they were both conscious to themsel ves of an
essential qualification for a godly wife. See  unspotted purity, yet, because few could have
Proverbs 31:1{31. come so near the fire as they did and not have
been scorched, had it been known it would have
Ruth 3:12 occasioned suspicions in some and reflections

from others. Good people would have been

And now it is true that | am thy near kinsman: troubled, and bad p eople would have triumphed,

howbeit there is a kinsman nearer than |. and therefore let it not be known. Note, We must
In the previous verse Boaz tells Ruth that he will  always take care, not only to keep a good
6do al | etqhud;tin etRadivadnds get you conscience, but to keep a good name: either we
a husband, hopefully me  mustyoydptgtwhich thoghingocert igliably o t  wh a't
we want to hear!), there is apparently someone else '© P& misinterpreted, or, if we do, we ~ must not
in line before Boaz let it be known. We must avoid not only sin, but
In ) scandal. T Matthew Henry

Ruth 3:11 We are to be living epistles to be read by men (2
Tarry this night, and it shall be in the morning, Cor 3:2), that they may see ogood works and
that if he will perform unto thee the pa of a glorify our Father m_heaven (Matthgw 5:16)._We
kinsman, well; let him do the kinsman's part: but must not, by our actions pa stumb_lmg block in
if he will not do the part of a kinsman to thee, the path of others (1 Cor 9:9) that it does not have
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a detrimental impact on their walk (1 John 2:10) asked Jesus to be our KinsrfRadeemer, we too

or our ministry (2 Cor 6:3). We are ambassadorsof ar e power | ess, TJithatéssuctad I ir
our King (2 Cor 5:20) on a diplomatic mission to  relief because if it wereputo us we would mess it

this world; therefore we ar® trepresent Him and up!

give a good account of ourselves in all things, that

the name of out God and His doctrine be not The Book of Ruth Chapter 4

blasphemed (1 Tim 6:1).

Whist maybe to us, Ruth puts herself in a Ruth 4:12 )
compromising situation by going to Boaz at night, L Then went Boaz up to the gate, and sat him

we must not use thims | usti fi cat§o@htherg: gnd, pehod, the kinsman of whom
ourselves in harmés way 6503z spake,came,ly;upgto whom figssaid, Ha, ¢ o
6deliver me from evil o w&h ARG {un gsidg Sit dounhgre. And g ¢
the appearance of evilot‘(”fdeﬁ*q‘?’eaeds%tqoﬁ"i%, i .e. we mu
not put ourselves in a place where evil can appear, 2 And he took ten men of the elders of the city,

or as Paul puts it, we mustot 6 gi ve pl @4 sad Sipye qoynhere. And they sat down.
Devild (Eph 4:27), 6mak e!nangenteyliyres;the city gate pvas like thg owng | o
to fulfil its lusts (Romans 13:14). Spurgeon once nall, the ‘council office, where decisions were

said, that o60f the choimade itowas g plage of gquncil debategy, o 5 ¢

neither! 6. discussion. It would appear that Boaz was no
stranger here and was known to all, which should
come as no surprise as back in chapter 2 we were

) introduced to Boaz as a ¢
Also h id B.Rl,j;[h 3?—t5h t thou hast (2:1); Boaz was one of the leaders in the
so he said, Bring the vail that thou hast upon community.

thee, and lold it. And when she held it, he
measured six measures of barley, and laid it on

her: and she went into the city. Although the relative is not identified by name,

Boaz obviously knew him, hence his greeting and

Why six measures?we 61 | find out a :
This would weigh about 60Lbs! Eec?qut wl” ness of the kir
Ruth 3:16

And when she came to her mother in law, she  As an aside, Jesus said that the gates of hell would
said, Whoart thou, my daughter? And she told not prevail against the Church (Matt 16:18). By

her all that the man had done to her. thisi s meant O6the council séo
Who art thou? The question Naomi is asking is  hell will not prevail against the Church. Just as
6Are you Mrs Boaz?0 0 Ca QjthbamébR, ho Book th€ giites\.e. the Wistid,
outfit and hat?0 They s ijthorifl Gl Powe?) bfahe PhilistinesidPtifedop 6t N d

Ruth tells Naomi everything women like alking, the hill and thus demonstrated his superiority over
especily on subjects like this one! them so our Samson carried
Ruth 3:17 to the top of another hill in a public demonstration

And she said, These six measures of barley gave of His power and victory.
he me; for he said to me, Go not empty unto thy

mother in law. Ruth 4:34
Boaz sends only six measures to communicate his 3 And he said unto the kinsman, Naomi, that is
intentions  to  Naomi, which she understan come again out of the country of Moab, selleth a
straight awaye.. parcel of land, which was our brother
Ruth 3:18 Elimelech's:
Then said she, Sit still, my daughter, until thou Both Boaz and the kinsman were related to
know how the matter will fall: for the man will ElIi mel echds side of the fe¢
not be in rest, until he have finished the thing this 4 And | thought to advertise thee, saying, Buy it
day. before the inhabitants, and before the elders of
Naomi cracks the codesix is not complete, my people. If thou wilt redeem it, redeem it: but if
Naomi tells Ruth thashe can now do nothing. She  thou wilt not redeem it, then tell me, that | may
has asked Boaz to be her kinsamadeemer, now know: for there is none to redeem it beside thee;
itos all up t o1 @Gncenne haSeh e adnd| am after éheel And he said, | will redeem it.
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Boaz pus it to him straight Na o mi has gfTthi s onme&es many shy of the gre
land, if you want it you have first refusal because they are not willing to espouse religion. They
youar e t he nThig undedifes theifartp ~ Mave heard well of it, and have nothing fo say
that the redeemer had to be a family member. The 292inst It they will give it their good word, but
. . ~ at the same time they will give their good word
kinsman gla_'qu accepisw h o WO_ ul d not i ¥ theyy & Wilﬁng0 to part with it, and
some additional property, especially in that cannot be bound to it, for fear of marring their
culture? However this is not the result we all want!  own inheritance in this world. Heaven they could
Boaz is suppsed to be the hero of the story but  be glad of, but hol iness they can dispense with;
this near kinsman says that he will redeem the it Wil ”Otdagrej ‘:‘r’]ith tfhe 'Usltst thiy ha_V”e a'reﬁdy
L4 espousea, an erefore, let wno wi urchase
ll'and. Howeveree hgaven at that ra'!oe'l',Matthbvey cann
Henry
Ruth 4:5
Then said Boaz, What day thou buyest the field of Ruth 4:7
the hand of Naomi, thou must buy it also of Ruth Now this was the manner in former time in Israel
the Moabitess, the wife of the dead, to raisp u concerning redeenmg and concerning changing,
the name of the dead upon his inheritance. for to confirm all things; a man plucked off his
Boaz now gives the small print and tells the shoe, and gave it to his neighbour: and this was a
kinsman that as part of the responsibility of a testimony in Israel.
kinsman required by the Law would be that he A | f brethren dwell togeth
would also have to marry Ruth, have children with  and have no child, the wife of the dead shall not
her, the firstborn of Wich would then inherit the marry wthout unto a stranger: her husband's
land. People are always willing to receive that brother shall go in unto her, and take her to him to
which benefits them, but when there is a cost or wife, and perform the duty of an husband's brother
sacrifice involved the hands go down. unto her. And it shall be, that the firstborn which
she beareth shall succeed in the name of his
Ruth 4:6 brother which isdead, that his name be not put out
And the kinsman said, | cannot redeem it for of Israel. And if the man like not to take his
myself, lest | mar mine own inheritarec redeem brother's wife, then let his brother's wife go up to
thou my right to thyself; for | cannot redeem it. the gate unto the elders, and say, My husband's
The nearer kinsman makes it quite clear that he Prother refuseth to raise up unto his brother a
cannot / will not risk his own inheritancd. Wh y ~ name in Israel, he will ot perform the duty of my
donot vy beasaysioBdaz! ? o husband's brother. Then the elders of his city shall
call him, and speak unto him: and if he stand to it,
This helps us to see the commitment required in @nd say, | like not to take her; Then shall his
doing this. Boazthe kinsmarredeemer has to be brother's wife come unto him in the presence of the
prepared to lay aside his right to have his firstborn ~ €lders, and loose his e& from off his foot, and
carry on his own family line in order to raise up a  SPitin his face, and shall answer and say, So shall
child for the relative IWgdoneqaigthaigmantgal willgel uidgp hsi ¢ s -
child would be counted as the offspring of Ruth ~ Prother's house.And his name shall be called in
and her late husbandnd therefore inherit all that ~ ISrael, The house of him that hath his shoe
was Elimelechos. Noticel dhe®d®eSsiOherate parall el

with Jesus who gave up the majesty and glory of
heaven to come and redeem us, to raise up children
for Adam who had died and purchase back the
land in the processPhilippians 2:7tells us that
Jesus made hi msel f foous. Botto r
Boaz and Christ were willing to make the sacrifice
that they might gain a gentile bride whom they
loved.

Matthew Henry draws an interesting parallel with
the near kinsman and thosetins world who also
are happy to take position of the blessings, but are
not willing to make the sacrifice:
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Therefore the kinsman said unto Boaz, Buy it for
thee. So he drew off his shoe.

Agearding toi thenlédw, if the near kinsman is
unwilling to fulfil the role of a kinsman, as the
verse above explains, he is to remove his shoe,
which he now does; thus makimgay for Boaz to
take Ruth as his bride. Just as the putting on of
shoes denotes preparation for a journey, so the
taking off of the shoes symbolically speaks of not
being prepared to take the journey. The near
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kinsman is not prepared to take this journsg,
removes his shoe.

As believers, we are to have our shoes on in
readiness for the journey that lay before us:
nAnNnd commanded t hem
nothing for their journey, save a staff only; no
scrip, no bread, no money in their purdgut be
shodwith sandalg 0 (Mark 6:89).
AiStand therefor e,
truth, and having on the breastplate of
righteousness; And your feet shod with the
preparation of
fiHow beautiful are thy feet with sho&3 prince's
daughterb (Song 7:1)

See also Isaiah 5:7 / Ezekiel 24:17

It is also interesting to note that John the Baptist
publicly declared that
the shoes of Christ, which has the subtle
suggestion of his not being worthy diet journey
Christ was to make.

fil indeed baptize you with water unto repentance:
but he that cometh after me is mightier than I,
whose shoes | am not worthy to bear: he shall
baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with dire
(Matt 3:11)

The only time in sépture that the putting off of
shoes is seen as a good thing is when we enter into
the presence of the LORD, for then we are to rest
from the service (the mission, the work, the
journey) of the King in order to worship the King
himself (Exodus 3:5 / Acts:33). The King is
greater than the errands He sends His servants on.

Ruth 4:9

And Boaz said unto the elders, and unto all the
people, Ye are witnesses this day, that | have
bought all that was Elimelech's, and all that was
Chilion's and Mahlon's, of thehand of Naomi.

With all the elders bearing witness to this event,
Boaz is now free as kinsman to become the
redeemer of the land and most importantly, Ruth.

Boaz continuesé.
Ruth 4:10
Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of

Mabhlon, have | purchased to bmy wife, to raise
up the name of the dead upon his inheritance,
that the name of the dead be not cut off from
among his brethren, and from the gate of his
place: ye are witnesses this day.
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The nearer kinsman was interested in the land, but
not in taking abride. Boaz, in contrast was not

interested in the land, he wanted the bride. Jesus
created this world not because He needed anything

t h athat He dreatgd, bugt Ibexause He wamtdd ¢o take a

Bride out of it.
AAgai n, t he ki ngdom of F
treasure hidn a field; the which when a man hath

h av i n gfoupdy ber hidéthg iand dor jgy thereof aybeth tamd  w i

sell et h al | t hat he hat h,
(Matt 13:44)Jesus bought the field in order to get
doesn
to tempt Jess by offering Him the world, but
Jesus didnot come to gain
AFor what is a man profit
whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall
a man give in excMatnge f

hlé:26WHow shortcsighted araurt atieynpte twgaid b e a r

the things of this world at the expense of heavenly
treasure. See Matthew 6:29

AWhat Jesus is saying 1is
more valuable than the entire cosmos and
created uiiiJoeé€ackt e o

t hat C

Ruth 4:11

And all the people thatvere in the gate, and the
elders, said, We are witnesses. The LORD make
the woman that is come into thine house like
Rachel and like Leah, which two did build the
house of Israel: and do thou worthily in
Ephratah, and be famous in Bethlehem:

Evidently ths met with great approval among the
elders and people of the city. We know that
everyone was impressed with Ruth, this virtuous,
kind and hardworking Moabitess; and Boaz was a
man of great standing in the commuriityhis was
going be some wedding! The vasr spoken by the
people were not just kind, they were prophetic.
Ephratah means GtWhat af r ui t
contrast to Moab where everything died!

If we follow God and allow Him to direct our

paths (Proverbs 3:8) like Ruth, our marriage will
bein6t he fruitful pl aceb; |
place where God is not, and seeing it die. A
marriage without Christ at the centre may survive,

but it will be poorer for it.

Ruth 4:12
And let thy house be like the house of Pharez,
whom Tamar bare unto Judahof the seed which
the LORD shall give thee of this young woman.
This is a strange statement on the surface; Pharez
was the illegitimate offspring of Judah and Tamar
(see Genesis 38). According to the Law, an
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illegitimate son could not be considered pHrthe Ruth 4:15

congregation of Israel until the @eneration.fi A And he shall be unto thea restorer of thy life,
bastard shall not enter into the congregation of the  and a nourisher of thine old age: for thy
LORD; even to his tenth generation shall he not  gaughter in law, which loveth thee, which is

enter into the con@eue g a tpéidriothBefthart sBven sdnd Rath bdin him.

23:2) As we will see in verses 1& the 1 The fruit of the relationship of Boaz and Ruth was
generation from Pharez was none other than king tg pe a restorer of life and a nourisher of ae.
David! The fruit of a life united with our Kinsman
Redeemer will be a restoration of life and
Interesting asides: _ _ nourishing of old age. This life will be more
Matthew 1: 116 gives us the royal line (via Jer  complete (7x) than the best that the old life could
22:307 Jeconiah) to Joseph ever offer.
Luke 3:2338 gives us the blood |Iine (via Davidos
son Nathan) to Mary Ruth 4:1617

Saul was from Benjamin, yet Géaéd already said égsﬁ?r? ':ﬁgnglegﬁéhneufg e”(:lj’n?g (ijtlam! in her

that the royal line of the Messiah would be of the 17 And the women her ne|gh5;)urr$ ave |tai é
e

tribe of Judah, S0 Saul ¥v§§/ LY ﬁ
) ; . : name, sayin ere aom
cho ' c¢€ for . King; | T %eyc%l h?'s nafle Obei ﬁe |sth69fgtf9elpo

murmuring as recorded in 1 Samuel 8 that Saul Jesse, the father of David
became_ king. God had_already foreorc_ialned I_Dawd Obedi Worship / The serving one / worshipping
to be king as prophecies such as this one in the one

book of Ruth show. After being redeemed, Ruththe gentile bride,
brought forth o6éworshipo.

Ruth 4:13
So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and Ruth 4:1.82
when he went in unto her, the LORD gave her 18 Now these are the generations of Pharez:
conception, and she bare a son. Pharez begat Hezron,

She was barren for around 10+ years in Moab; 19 And Hezron begat Ram, and Ram begat
now she is n 0t he fruitful Aimm&d &0 and she
conceives. 20 And Amminadab begat Nahshon, and
Nahshon begatalmon,
21 And Salmon begat Boaz, and Boaz begat
Obed,
Ruth 4:14 22 And Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat David.
And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed be the David was the fbgeneration from Pharéz
LORD, which hath not left thee this day without legally entitled to sit on the throne and serve
a kinsman, that his name may be famous in before the Lord on behalf of the congregation!
Israel.
When Naomi returned from Moab she told G o ddesignis breathtaking and so complete.
everyonetocalher &6 Mar ad me ani nrislitle bbok e Ruth(cdvers ahd anticipates:

1:20). If only she could have seen then what she T mands fell owship with
knew now. We all must learn to walk by faith and 1 the fall,
not by sight. 2 Cor 5:7. 1 hope in a resurrection,

1 aredeemer who gives up his rights to
We too can echo the praise of the people, for even purchase a gentle Bride,
though Adam died as a result of sin, God has not 1 awedding feast, the bringirigrth of
left us without a Kinsman- He is the One who worship,
one day soon will not only be famous in Israel, but ; ; .
the whole earth will be filled with the knowledge T o g oration to blessing of fiaomi (v
of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the 1 and the promised king on the throne of
sea. Habakkuk 2:1% Israel
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Praise to Him who knows the end from the
beginning, our Redeemer who has written our
names in His Book of Life form before the
foundation &the world!

TheBook of Ruthd Study Notes
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Models in the Book of Ruth

52l bave also spoken bg) tbe ;‘)'ropbets, and I bawe
multiplied visions, and used|sinilitudes|by the
ministry of tbe p'ropbets.

The word o6similitudeso Thifeingenfirmed in lebrgws d1510: GBy faithy
6model 6. A model i s si mibraljam, when he pas giedeaifares un Isaac: ardf
something for our insight and instructidBecause he that had received the promises offered up his

God is outside of time, He has chosen to record in only begotten son; ofvhom it was said, That in
his Word real events or situations that act as Isaac shall thy seed be called: Accounting that God

models, a dress rehearsal if you will, looking was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from

forward to the oO6main ev whencealsghe regeiyed himalfigheent of t ha
event. One clear example is the Passover in Egypt; _ .

whilst being a real event, it foreshadows the taking oM the account in Genesis 22, we know that an

of the Messiah othe 10" day, as a Lamb without innocent ram was e_ver_1tua||_y sacréfit in the place '
blemish, and then on the dlay, that Lamb was of Isaac, and again in this we see a model in
offered as a sacrifice to atone for sin. All in Egypt ~ @nticipation of Jesus who, like that innocent ram,
whose dwellings were marked by the blood of the ~Was sacrificed in our place so that like Isaac, we too

| amb were spared from GEWB®TE ath, and so too,

all who are in Christ, s@&d by His shed blood, are

spared from Godds wrath.Such models or odanticipatoc
that anticipates amvent or situation that is yet to

Before we begin to look at the  models  occur) can be found throughout the Old Testament
(similitudes) in the book of Ruth, another example  in particular, and is one of the undeniable

is found in the account of Abraham and Isaac as evidences that the Bible is supernatural in origin.
recorded in Genesis 2. No way could (or would) Jewish scribes have
contrived to conceal the gospelessage in their

bel oved Tbénach (the Hebre
Testament)i this has to be the work of a
supernatural Author who is outside of our space

Abraham was told by God t® T a k e your sow,
your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go into the
land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt
offering upon one of the mountains which | will tell
y o u Adwe @onsider this, we start to see that, tlme_, a GOd. who. knows the end from the
whilst being a real event that occurriecthe life of beginning (Isaiah 46:10)
Abraham, It was also a O6model 6 or ()éype()
not only do” ‘th

of Go
Father who, 2000 years later, gave up His only son I—!owever, : events and
for mankind. This model becomes even more Circumstances foreshadow something that was yet

remarkable when we realise that the place that to come, but the very names th_e .characte.rs had
Abraham was told to offer up lIsaac (on top of also tell a story. An example of this is found in the

Mount Moriah), was later to be known as Golgotha, genealogy in Genesis chapter 5. When you read

the very spot where Jesus was to be crucified. the passage you just see a list of names; the
Abraham renamed the place:iJ e h 9 v a fe h roblem is that weead the names as they have

whichmeansi |l n t he mount of t BEEN ta'ﬁslﬁt%d iri}tthninﬂwa{lqt Iaz they were N
s e e(Gen 22:14)Thus it wouldseem that on this origina X.d ome o the_namﬁs we do know, sch R
occasion Abrala actually realised that he was as am whi C means oMano

acting out prophecy, anticipating what was to come. means éAPpointedé (Gen 4:
g out prophecy pating 6Comfortd (Gen 5:29mes L ame

from ¢t he s ame root as ou
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means Odespairingo, and 23d@yednrsuAgan, thehe imavayadew wduld 0 m
t wo Hebrew roots me a n i nhgve wamtesl o thdvédona thigleverodifst vexrd |

bringo; literally Me t h u buenanly podsiblé whainoeh Tnaadchyatsin dth i s
deat h shall bringd. Thi stheredoral tmser!iThe @ible isva supersaudalf , f o
very year that Mthuselah died, the flood came! message from an infinite Creator God to His

creation.

If we list the names in Genesis 5 we have:
Adam Seth Enosh Cainan Mahalalel
Jared Enoch Methuselah Lamech Noah

However, if we now note the meaning of their
names we get thfellowing:

Adam = Man

Seth = Appointed

Enosh = Mortal Sorrow
Cainan = The Blessed God
Mahalalel = Come Down

Enoch = Teaching
Methuselah = His Death Shall Bring
Lamech = Despairing

Noah = Comfort

Putting this together, the names read:

Man Appdnted Mortal Sorrow (but) The Blessed
God (shall) Come Down Teaching (that) His
Death Shall Bring (the) Despairing Comfort

This is the Christian gospel hidden in the names of
a genealogy that prates Christianity by over
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Model #106 The Plan of Redemptio Why? Because his oOdomini
As we now turn to look at the models in the book ~ When he is operating under the authority of his
of Ruth, we find that our first model is based in the ~company. So it was with Adam. When he came out
names of the main characters. As we saw in our from under the authority of God, God ceased being
study, the book starts by telling us the story of the hisKing and Adam forfeited his right to dominion
family of a man named Elimelech, and Elimelech over the earth. As a resu
mems 6God is my Kingo. ABasspdiaSatgn(SeRAGor4d{ Lake@Mda n
explainsiil n that one name the whole doctrine of
man may be comprehended. This book begins Now in our account, EI'i me
with God, just as the Bible begins with God - "In ( Naomi) and the result W 8
the beginning God created the heavens and the and i c’npgif)n ( Chili on ) al | of
ea‘rth." (Gen. 1:1) The Bible never argues the and 6 pl easur ed turned t o
emste_:nce of God. The Go_d of the Bible is th_e God was when Adam 6marriedd p
who is, the God who exists. From beginning to
end you wil never find any apologetic 9f Eden.
dissertations on whether or not God exists. The iAnd when the woman saw t|
Bible starts with the fact of God. The existence o f for food, and that it wapleasanto the eyes, and a

God is a matter that rests wholly upon the innate
revelation given to the human heart.

Man either admits that God exists or he denies
that God exists -- one or the other. He is built to
recognize the existence of God. There is no hope
for him if he doesn 't, because as Hebrews 11
tells us, "For whoever would draw near to God
must believe that he exists." (Heb. 11:6) God is.
And it isn't difficult to believe that God is. Light
from God is streaming to us from all around. It is
more difficult to believe that God isn't. Only
those who are educated beyond their intelligence

tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the
fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her
husband with her; and he did eéGen 3:4)

However, just as in the book of Ruth, this pleasure
brought forth death.

Then when lust hath conceived, iingeth forth

sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth
death.(James 1:15).

For many this is the end of the story, for they
choose, like Orpah (meaning: dear / fawn / double

finally talk themselves into believing that there is mi nde d ) to S e rve th e LT ow
no God. The whole story of man begins with that way by their own effds to climb the mountain to
great fact theODISmyking. o eternal security, just like an unstable and fearful

fawn climbing the mountain slopes to escape from
In the beginning the man that God had cre izl its predators.
a personal relationship with the god who made him However we read in 1 Corinthians 1:18 that there
(God isMY king), and that is what God intended  are two groups: those who perish (like Oprah) and
for all of Adamds desc e thasewho e saved gntesRuthli | | one day
be achieved for all who accept the gift of salvation
thorough Christi And | heard a grRuwtth vmeanrs oubheaudtyd or o0d
heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is necessarily beautiful in and of herself, but as the
with men, and he will dwell with them, andthey adage goes, Obeauty is in

shall be his people, and God himself shall be with
t hem, and HKRevZalBei r

As a result of this personal relationship (God is
MY king), man had domion over all that God
had madgPsalm 8:6) However this was only the
case so long as God is NG .

Man was given dominion over all the universe

that God had made, but only as he himself was

subject to the dominion of the God who made

him. (Ray Steadman ). Consider a top executive of
a multimillion pound organisation; he has
thousands of staff under his control, whatever he

She was desirable to her Boaz, and the same is true

Go d . oof us. As David asksiWhat is man, that thou art

mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou
visitest himAPsalm 8:4)and as P &auarl
when we were yet without strength, in due time
Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a
righteous man will one die: yet penaghture for a
good man some would even dare to @iat God
commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for ®omans 5:6

8).

And why did God do this for us? Because it
pleased Him.

st a

says is done. But what influence does he have on R,th having made the decision to lstiee God of

Saturday when heb6és not
groceries from the local store”hk whatsoever!
He has to join the queue to pay like everyone else.
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have engineered the circumstances only to find out Orpah = Double minded
that Jesus was in control all alon:Y ou di d nBokz = Strength
choose (Mends: 16D _ Near kinsman = The Law
Our Strength then overcame the law, of which the Obed = Worship

near kinsman is a type. The law offered a way of
redemption but was not able to perform; in
Romans 83wereal For what t he Svfrfm ex%r&ﬁtﬁewﬁlﬁl Ehe above summary of

do, in that it was weak through theesh, God e boo (i-€ fill in the blanks below)
sending his own Soné.o usmgthemeamngofthe names to give a

AChr i sredeemedishrom the curse of the ~ Summary of plan of God as revealed in
law, being made a curse for us: for it is written,  Scripturei then sit back and be amazed at the
Cursed is every oneGat hatGochwha alane knows the end fromedhe o

3:13) beginning.

Boaz purchased Ruth openly in front of witnesses \\hen married

T Christ purchased Hibride openly dying a public

death topurchase us with His own blood. , they brought forth
Christ is our Strength | can do all things thraoanh

Christ whichstrengthensn e .(Rhil 4:13)
Peter saysih B u t the God of al landwereforeedtoVeve hat h
called us unto his eternal glory by Chridesus,

after that ye have suffered a while, make you

perfect, stablishstrengthen s et tl e youbo .
(1 Peter 5:10) died and

became :
Finally, 6Beautyd is joined to O0Strengthd and sh
brings forth worship (Obed)! Both and

(gentiles) had the

So here we have the gospel hidden in the names of
the characterof the book of Ruth. chance to return to the God of Israel.
i Wh e Blimelech married Naomj they
brought forthMahlon and Chilion and were
forced to leaveBethlehemJudah Elimelech and sought false gods.
died andNaomi becameMara. Later, both

Ruth and Orpah (gentiles) had the chance to
return to the God of IsraeDrpahturned back returned to the God of Issh
and sought false god®uth returned to the
God of Israel. HoweveRuth found grace in
the eyes of her kinsman redeemer who then eyes of her kinsman redeemer who then
purchased her and she was joinedBiaz
(What thenear kinsmancould not doBoaz

turned back

However

found grace in the

purchased her and she was joined to

did). Ruthmarried heiBoaz and brought forth . (What the
Obed .
could not do
Names Meaning did).
Elimelech = Godis my king married her
Naomi = Pleasure
BethlehemJudah = The house of bread and brought forth
and praise
Mara = Bitterness
Mahlon = Sickness
Chilion = Pining
Ruth = Beauty
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Model #23 Naomi & the History of

Israel
As we mentioned during our study, Naomi is also
a type of the nation of Israel; and her life as
recorded in the book of Ruth prophetically lays out
the history of Israel from beginning to eindhis
serves as yet ather rebuttal to the unbiblical and
heretical teaching that God has finished with the
nation of Israel and that the promises given to
Israel are now supposed to be fulfiled by the
Churchi Thi s idea is
t h e o Fwhigtyi®an apt tie because it replaces

known

TheBook of Ruthd Study Notes

an extreme burning, and with the sword, and with
blasting, and with mildew; and they shaursue
thee until thou perishAnd thy heaven that is over
thy head shall be brass, and the earth that is
under thee shall be ironThe LORD shall make
the rain of thy land powder and dust: from heaven
shall it come down upon thee, until thou be
destroyed. (Deut 28:1524)

fiThe LORD shall cause thee to be smitten before

thine enemjes: t shalt Qut ope way against
ther}r’m‘w,seandneﬁi'sé %Q%Zn %vaéyes'g%%%trne hend shalt

N : - : removed into all the kingdoms of the
Godods word with manoés 'dgegrgéé.The LORD shal | bri

. - ing which u shalf set over thee, unt nation
Naomi doubt ed Godos b 0‘\jvl}riﬁzhgnfe:it g?tho?ho&thy%%hﬁreé hav(?e nown;

search of other gods and sought salvation from the
hills of Moab; of Israel God saysiSurely as a
wife treacherously departeth from her husband, so
have ye dda treacherously with me, O house of
Israel, saith the LORD. A voice was heard upon
the high places, weeping and supplications of the
children of Israel: for they have perverted their
way, and they have forgotten the LORD their God.
Return, ye backslidinghildren, and | will heal
your backslidings. Behold, we come unto thee; for
thou art the LORD our God. Truly in vain is
salvation hoped for from the hills, and from the
multitude of mountains: truly in the LORD our
God is the salvation of Isragller 3:2023)

Amongst the Gentiles Naomi suffered great loss;
the same has been true of Isfiaal fact prophesied

in incredible detail in the book of Deuteronomy:
fiBut it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken
unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to obsdove
do all his commandments and his statutes which |
command thee this day; that all these curses shall
come upon thee, and overtake thee: Cursed shalt
thou be in the city, and cursed shalt thou be in the
field. Cursed shall be thy basket and thy store.
Cursed shall be thé&uit of thy body, and thefruit

of thy land, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks
of thy sheep. Cursed shalt thou be when thou
comest in, and cursed shalt thou be when thou
goest out. The LORD shall send upon thee cursing,
vexation, ad rebuke, in all that thou settest thine
hand unto for to do, until thou be destroyed, and
until thou perish quickly; because of the
wickedness of thy doings, whereby thou hast
forsaken me. The LORD shall make the pestilence
cleave unto thee, until he hmeonsumed thee from
off the land, whither thou goest to possess it. The
LORD shall smite thee with a consumption, and
with a fever, and with an inflammation, and with
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and there shalt thou serve other gods, wood and
stone. And thou shalt become an astonishment, a
proverb, and a byword, among all nations whither
the LORD shall la d t h Anel geéshall be left
few in number whereas ye were as the stars of
heaven for multitude; because thou wouldest not
obey the voice of Andthe
LORD shall scatter thee among all people, from
the one end of the earth even unto tbéer, and
there thou shalt serve other gods, which neither
thou nor thy fathers have known, even wood and
st o n e Anid @mong these nations shalt thou
find no ease neither shall the sole of thy foot have
rest: but the LORD shall give thee there a
trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and sorrow of
mi n d éABd.thy life shall hang in doubt before
thee and thou shalt fear day and night, and shalt
have none assurance of
morning thou shalt say, Would God it were even!
and at even thou shalay, Would God it were
morning! for the fear of thine heart wherewith
thou shalt fear, and for the sight of thine eyes
which thou shalt sedDeut 28:25, 367, 62, 64

67)

Remarkably, all this has happened to Israel, their
life has hung in doubt in theations where they
have been driven.

Nevertheless, God made unconditional promises to
Abraham that his descendants would inherit the
land from the river of Egypt (in the Sinai
Peninsula) to the Euphrates river (in modern day
Irag). To date this land has nie¢longed to Israel

in its entirety. So either Israel are yet to inherit it,
or God promises have been brokierwhich has
serious implications for all of us! Furthermore
repeatedly God has promised in His Word to bring
Israel back to their land somethingthat for
almost 2000 years seamed impossible, and yet on

34
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Mayl4th 1948 the nation was born in a day as

prophesied by Isaiah

AWho hath heard such a thing? who hath seen
such things? Shall the earth be made to bring forth

in one day? or shall a nation be ttmoat once? for

as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her

c hi | dlsa@am66:8)

However Ezekiel saw a strange vision of this,
recorded in chapter 37. Ezekiel sees a valley full of
dry bones, which he is told represent the whole

house of IsraelGo d asks him Acan these bones
l'ive?0 Ezeki el responds: A0 Lord God, You
Kknowbo. Then Ezeki el sees t he sinews and fl esh

coming upon the bones and skin coving the bones.
However he notices that there is no breath in them.
This is a picture of Israel being hnght back to
life as a nation again, but without the Spirit in
them. We readfiTherefore prophesy and say unto
them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, O my
people, | will open your graves, and cause you to
come up out of your graves, and bring you into the
[ and of (Edels 3742 .Israedb have been
gathered back into their land, but in unbelief. Just
as with Naomi who returned in bitterness, blaming
God for her misfortune. The majority of Jews
today claim to be atheists but God will pour
upon the houws of David, and upon the inhabitants
of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of
supplications: and they shall look upon me whom
they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him,
as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in
bitterness for him, as one thi in bitterness for
his firstborn. (Zechariah 12:10)God will open

|l srael 6s eyes and |i ke Naomi, they wil/ finally
their KinsmanRedeemer and enter into a time of
blessing!

Naomi as a type of IsraeSummary:

¢ Abandoned the God of Israel
Jeremid 3:2023

¢ Driven to the Gentiles & suffer great loss
Deuteronomy 28

¢ Regathered in unbelief
Ezekiel 37

¢ Reintroduced to their KinsmaRedeemer
Hosea 6:13 / Zech 12:10

¢ Land and blessings restored
Amos 9:1115
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Model #30The Church 3 Conditions for the Kinsman
Many of the wag in which Ruth is a model of the ¢ Hehad to be willing
Church have been mentioned in our main study, so John 3:16
here is a summary with some scriptures to look up: ¢ He had to be able Revelation 5
¢c Gentile married to 0si €&kheseulddonothinguntil she asked
Ephesians 2:1 Rev 3:21/Rom10:9
¢ Converted to the God of Israel through
Jewish withess Romans 3:2
¢ 0 Ha p prethe field of the Kinsman
John 15:16
Introduced to the Kinsman by and-un
© amed sorvant o6 Model #58 True and False Followers
¢ The Kinsman | eaves 06ha

df ul 0
Romans 8:28 Rutﬂ isa t)L/Jpe gf allc\)/v{m re%elfvédnch% ?ru?hoof God,
c  She recognises her poverty before Him and were willing to surrender the thingfsthis
Romans 3:224 world that they might gain Christ.

Why have | found Grace in Your sight? AiBut he that received seec
¢ y hav u EpLesial;]s 2!98 he that heareth the word, and understandeth it;

c She is to wash and cleanse herself before which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some
meeting her Kinsman Ephesians 5:226 an hundredfold, some sixty, some thifiyiatt

: - - 13:23)
¢ Shefinds Him at the threshing floor Paul saidiBut what things were gain to me, those
Ps119:67/Luk21:36 | counted I(_)ss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and |
¢ She seeks to be under His authority count all things bgt loss for the excellency of the
1 Cor 6:20 knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom |

have suffered the loss of all things, and do count

¢ She simply rests, knowing that He will them but dung, #t | may win Chrig (Phil 3:7-8)

complete everything Phil 1:6/Col1:13

14 Orpah is a type of those who hear but then reject
. God in favour of the world they know, and
Model #4 8 The KinsmarRedeemer consider the cost of leaving too greksus said:
As Ruth had her kinsmamedeemer in Boaz, so we AiFor what shall it profit
have ours in Christ. As above, a summary to whole world, and loseihs o w n (Mark&i36)? o
stimulate your own study:remember that all of ABut he that received the
the following are drawn from the book of Rut the same is he that heareth the word, and anon
regarding Boaz. It just \giBjoyddraveiipie Yeshath fedrbotihhey al |
apply to Christ this is not a coincidence it is himself, but dureth for a while: for when
evidence of supernatural design! tribulation or persecution ariseth becauskthe
¢ He knew all about her word, by and by he is offended. He also that
~ Revelation 17:8 received seed among the thorns is he that heareth
¢ He gave up His reputation the word; and the care of this world, and the
Philippians 2:78 deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he

¢ He overcomes the 0o0bspteacColned h uMbatrig:2:22) ul . o
Galatians 3:13

¢ He gave Himself for His bride 0 Then s artochis diseiglas,df any man
Ephesians 5:227 will come after me, let him deny himself, and take

¢ He buys the field to get the bride up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will
Matthew 13:44 save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose

¢ He purchases the bride publicly his life for my sake shall find it. For what is a man
Luke 23:35 profited, if he shthgain the whole world, and lose

¢ He provides out of His abundance his own soul? or what shall a man give in
Philippians 4:19 exchange f o(Matth6:2426)s oul ? 0
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Model #6 0 The Position of the Book Another such example can be seen in the fact that
Noah took clean and uncleaniraals onto the Ark

This is not a model in the strict sense, but it is i how did he know which was which? The written
nevertheless and interesting observation based o law designating what was clean and unclean was

the position of the book in the Bible. We know again not given until the time of Moses; however
from the Bible that aft eknowsdog efswhai yas Cleanjard upceanipren g s
with the nation of Israel as recorded in the Old dated the written law by 2500 years. The same is
Testament, we are now in a time when every man true of the Shedding of the blood of an animal to

is doing what seems rlght in his own eyés(fges atone for S|n, it was written down as part of the
21:25. During this period of time the book of Mosaic law, but it existed from the time that God

Ruth has been acted out mBagde thenfist sipffedng §1Ggneess3:2l fyoue
KinsmanRedeemer has purchased His bride and ~ could argue that it even poated the foundation

will shortly come to receive her unto Himself of the wald Rev 13:8). _ _
(John 14:3/ 1 Thes 4:16 / Eph 5)2&fter this we In our study we have seen the importance of this
will enter into the kingdomge when the law in regard to Boaz and the land; however in

KinsmanRedeemer Himself will return to reign on ~ order to see how this applies to the Jesus and the
the throne of David, not only over Israel, but over ~ €arth we need to do some homework!
the whole world.

Model #6 — The Position of the book
The Panorama of History
Genesis o
Exodus 1 o
P oo
Leviticus The Law o
Numbers — &
Deuteronomy ] =
N =
Joshua messs—————)  |srael’s walk
Judges N Times of the Gentiles / Man’s Rule E =
during which time... —_— % ®
Rllfh; ( > Kinsman-Redeemer purchases & takes His Bride f:D =
=
1 Samuel messsssssssd The Kingdom Age S 'g?
5
iln the beginning God cr e:
Model #706 The Redemption of The earth. . that mmuch we know; but what is often
Land overlooked is that God finished his work of
Creation and saw that it waSvery good?©d(
~ :31). We,alsq knaw, from the bogk of Jo at
The | hal | it _ p the b B (?t‘ |
" © and sha not b e Sw endGo |§3 the%To\l/Jn%atlons of t er:ea\rgth all the an

mine; for ye are strangersna sojourners with me.
And in all the land of your possession ye shall
grant a redemption for the land. If thy brother be
waxen poor, and hath sold away some of his
possession, and if any of his kin come to redeem it, |
then shall he redeem that whichhisbt her s o ﬁ

sons of God shouted for jolow, if all means all
(as we could reasonably assume), then it must
mean thagll the angels (who are the sons of God
in this context) shouted for joy.

st also follow that Satan, who is an angel, had

" , not rebelled at this point in time, for if hedyahen
(Leviticus 25:2328) Godés finished work could
6very goodd if indeed the

The above law was not given until the time of
Moses, however it demonstrates a principle that
goes all the way back to the Garden of Eden.

roaming loose in the earth, nor could it be said that
all the sons of God shouted for joy if in fact Satan
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and his third did not. The fact that Satad dot
fall until sometime after the seven days of creation
is put beyond all doubt byzekiel 28:1315 which

clearly statesthai You wer e i n
of God; every precious stone was your
covering........ You were perfect in your ways from

the da you were created, till iniquity was found in

y 0 uSodf Satan was created perfect and was in
Eden, and he sung with the other angels when the
foundations of the earth was laid, what made him

rebel? Why the change of heart? Quite simply,

Ededsolt dé
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It is at this point that the law of redemption comes
into its own. If you remember, the law made
provision of someone whbad become poor and
aavagent heir |l and
condition for Adam, and all of his descendants.
The land had been lost and they had nothing with
which to buy it back again (just like Naomi and
Ruth). However if a kinsman of Adam could be
found who was willing and able, the land could be
redeemed the only condition being that whoever
bought it would also have to marry the bride!

Pride(seel Tim 3:6).On day six God created man

6in His own i magebod, and Adavefhitmidomisnitactedemut
all creation (Psalm 8:6). This did not go down too  book of Revelation, chapter 5. There we are

well with Satan (Lucifer at that time) who was the introducedto a seversealed scroll written on both
6anointédd hehernwkpd dogbd. ddesaThig as we dave already mentioned, is the

that Satan said in hisehrt i | wi || a s c ttle deeditorthie ®arth. However we redd/An d |
heaven, | will exalt my throne above the stars of saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice,
God......I will belike t he Mo s t(lsaidhi g h Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the

14:1314).( Noti ce that Satan doseslsthareof® ddyno man inmhaavens not io earth,
beGod, butlike God) neither under the earth, was able to open the book,

neither to look thereon. And | wept much, because
How coul d Satan become @olnarkvead fouhdwerthyM® gpén ankd to gebd?the
Only man hd b een mandhe imadeiafk e 0 book, neither to look thereo(Rev 5:24)

the Most High and given dominion over all

creation (Gen 1:28). No amount of wishful The two things that are imediately apparent are
thinking on Satanods P athdt thewaral dedrching foraanngae, in hehven, in
situation. However, if Satan could cause man to earth or under the earththey look everywhere for
forfeidt hi s posi ti diee, h a mani & bHas @ be & mana | manoés of
gaining dominion and he would thus be able to  Secondly, they cannot find a man who is worthy to
exalt his throne above the stars (angels) of God, open the scroll so John 6
and in so doing, gain the title of the earth.

N

Becaise only a kinsman of Adam is legally
entitled to open the title deed; but if one who is
worthy cannot be found then the title and

So we find inGenesis 3hat Satan, who had been
in the Garden with Adam & Eve (and was almost
certainly know to them), takes Eve asidand why ownership would pass to the current tenarin

else would she listen to him or trust him unless he this case Satan! No wonder John wept much. This
was Operfect i n beaultyo,s orelfehe hastdamaiideertslin afl ceptune.b 6 ?
after all, it is stretching the imagination just a little  Have you ever watch a film and been getting ready

too far to believe that Eve would have listenedtoa f or t he happy ending? Thet
stange snake and thought adahvitshatt haeurcdbdud dl irkug na e
good i ahcevee ark clearly told ih Tim 2:14 happening here. But the good news (and this really

that Eve was deceived and@enesis 3:1 hat ¢ tidigpod newsd possibly someof the best ever!),
Serpent ( HebiréeTwhe O0NhaicnhiansgheGfdodddws is:

was more cunning. .. 0. D eficheepht o |odn, wohrek sL iboyn goafi ntihneg t
your confdence and then twisting the truth. Thus  David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to

the end result was that mankind fell and Satan | oose the sevdRev s5p¥ess t h

usurped mankindo6s positifolks, tgaiom of nhg tribehog Jutlah tislbeth & o t
earth. As a result man k ikinsghan WfasglammnaaddHes iablé @rid haw!) foi t t |
whil e | ower (Pdalm®B:5 /tHebe2:7a n gredeesnGhe land! (and by the way He gets the girl

9), loosing hisestate and standing before Goa
condition that would have persisted but for the
blood of the Lamb that redeemed fallen humanity.

tool!)

The rest of the book of Revelation is really just the
account of Jesus claiming back the earth (which
we see accomplished in chapter 113\ nd t he
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seventh angel sounded; and rlewere great
voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and
of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and
e v e)r and then God disposing the usurpers
before Jesus comes and sets up His kingdom on
earth, rggning and having dominion over all
creation, as the Second Adam (1 Cor 15:45) thus
doing what the first Adam failed to do.
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