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John Chapter 7 

• Jesus attends the Feast of Tabernacles 

– Trying to keep a low profile! 

• Jesus (inevitably) ends up teaching  

– Anyone filled with God‟s Spirit can‟t keep quiet! 

– Note: not our doctrine, but God‟s! 

• Who is Jesus? Where is He from? 

– A question for each of us to settle 

• Jesus makes an outrageous claim 

– The debate (and division) intensifies  



John Chapter 8 

• Jesus is asked to preside over a kangaroo 
court 

– He declines and dismisses the jury! 

– Those presumed guilty are set free 

– Those presumed innocent are condemned  

• Jesus‟ mission restated 

– Again, the „who gave you permission‟ question 

• Jesus‟ authority restated 

– A question of parentage!  

• Ch 7/8 demonstration of His complete control 

–  Jesus Has an appointment to keep! 



  Matt 28:20 

Our Comfort 

  Hebrews 13:5 
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 John 7:1 



After these things… 

• Jesus had been teaching at Capernaum… 

• And stated His terms & conditions: 

• “Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, 
and drink his blood, ye have no life in you” 

• Except you repent and are born again… 

• Passover was nigh – John 6:4 

• Jesus had obviously gone to the Feast, and 
no doubt caused a stir, hence the Jews in 
Judea sought to plot His death 

• Therefore Jesus returned to Galilee 



 John 7:2 



Feast of Tabernacles 

• Jesus had returned to Galilee after the 
Passover (3rd Passover of His ministry) 

• So we now jump forward 7 months 

– Sept / Oct A.D. 32 

– The last Tabernacles Jesus will attend 

– Next spring will be the final Passover for Jesus 

– „Passion Week‟ 

– John devotes almost half his Gospel to 1 week 



 John 7:3-5 

• „The world‟s way is push and shove‟ 

• If God is orchestrating, we can wait! 



  1 Peter 5:5-7 

God‟s Way 



God‟s Way  

Psalm 75:6-7 



 John 7:6-9 



 John 7:10-13 



 John 7:14-17 



 John 7:18-21 



 John 7:22-24 



 John 7:25-27 



 John 7:28-30 



 John 7:31-32 

• Again, the people make the miracles their 
basis for believing 

• The real issue is the Word of God 



 John 7:33-36 



 John 7:37-38 



8th Day of Assembly 
• Last day: „Great day of the Feast‟ 

• Feast of Tabernacles = 7 days + 8th day 

• Feast was to specifically remember their 
wilderness wanderings 

• During the Feast, they would pour water out 
in memory of the water from the rock at 
Horeb 



Exodus 17:5-6 

Water from the Rock 
• The people cried out for water 



Water from the Rock 

• This is God‟s object lesson on Rest 

• The specific Rock is identified by God 

• God tells Moses, “I will stand before you 

there on the rock in Horeb” 

• Moses is told, “you shall strike the rock” 

• What do we know about THIS rock?  



Water from the Rock 

• The Split Rock  

Psalm 78:15-16 



Water from the Rock 

• The Rock has a Name  

 1 Corinthians 10:1-4  



Object Lesson on Rest  

• God says, “I will stand before you there 

on the rock in Horeb” 

– Rock in Horeb (desert) = Jesus Christ 

– God stands on the Rock = Jesus is the 

only foundation for Rest  

• “Go on before the people” 

– This will be done before all of the people  



Object Lesson on Rest  

• “take with you some of the elders of 
Israel” 

– Elders of Israel will be key witnesses 

• “take in your hand your rod” 

– Moses is a symbol of the Law 

– His rod is a symbol of the Authority of the 
Law 

• “you shall strike the rock” 

– The Authority of the Law strikes the Rock  



The Tradition 
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Evidence of the Event 
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Evidence of the Event 
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Future Failure of Moses  

• Numbers 20  

• While camped at Kadesh 

• Moses will be told to “speak to the rock” 

(20:8) 

• In anger he strikes the rock (20:11) 

• Moses is told he will not enter the 

Promised Land (20:24)  



The Last Day of The Feast 

• Water drawn from the pool of Siloam 

throughout the Feast – poured out on 

the alter 

• The last day water not drawn to indicate 

their thirst was not yet satisfied, i.e 

Messiah was not yet come 

• The would read from Isaiah 12 

 



Living Water 

Isaiah 12:3-6 



 John 7:37-39 



 John 7:40-43 



 John 7:44-46 



 John 7:47-49 

• So are those who do know the Law! 



  Galatians 3:10 

The Curse of The Law 



 John 7:50-53 

• …except Jonah & Nahum! 

- so much for religious experts! 
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 John 8:1-4 



Leviticus 20:10    

Kangaroo Court 

 



 John 8:5-6 

• What did Jesus write? 



 John 8:7-9 

• Psalm 19:7   

 “The Law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul” 



 John 8:10-11 

• Was the woman guilty? 

• So how could she be forgiven? 

• Through faith & trust in Jesus 



 John 8:12-14 



 John 8:15-18 



 John 8:19-20 



 John 8:21-23 



 John 8:24-26 



 John 8:27-29 



  Romans 8:29 

Our Transformation 

• Are we yet doing only the things that please 
the Father? 



 John 8:30-32 

• It all hinges on our attitude to His Word 

See again Matt 13:19-23 



 John 8:33 



Never in Bondage? 
• 400 years in bondage in Egypt 

• 111 years during the time of the Judges 

• 722 B.C. Assyrian Captivity 

• 606 B.C. 70 yr Babylonian Captivity 

• 400 year power struggle between the 
Ptolomic and Selucid dynasties 

• At the time of Christ they were in bondage 
to Rome 

• This was merely the symptom of the real 

bondage they‟d never been able to 

escape from – that of sin... 



 John 8:34-36 

• Various deliverers had come & gone, but 
never setting them completely free 

• Jesus present‟s Himself as the only one who 
can truly deliver them 



 John 8:37-40 



Abraham 
• Abraham believed on the basis of faith 

– Hebrews 11:17-19 

• He was looking forward to the Lamb 
whom God would provide 

– Genesis 22:8,14 

• „In the mount of the LORD it shall be seen‟ 

 



 John 8:41-43 



 John 8:44-47 



 John 8:48-51 



 John 8:52-54 



 John 8:55-58 



 John 8:59 

• Picking up stones to stone Jesus for 
blasphemy – they understood His claim 

• Yet again, they cannot touch Him 

• „His hour had not yet come‟! 
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Next Session 


