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Introduction 

• 4 Gospels? 

• One Fourfold presentation  
– Matthew: King of Israel (Jewishness)  

– Mark: the Servant (humility) 

– Luke: Son of Man (humanity) 

– John: Son of God (deity)   



Introduction 

Omitted From John’s Gospel: 

• His birth 

• His boyhood 

• His temptation 

• His transfiguration 

• Appointing of the disciples 

• Parables 

• Ascension 

• The great commission 

   



Introduction 

John 20:30-31 

John’s reason for writing: 



Introduction 

Key word: 

• Believe  x 100 

– Believed / Believeth / Believest / Believing / 
Commit (to trust) 

• Gr. πιστεύω ‘pisteuo’ 

• to have faith (in, upon, or with respect to, a 
person or thing), by implication, to entrust 
(especially one's spiritual well-being to 
Christ) 

  



Introduction 

Why entrust our spiritual well-being to 
Christ? 

• Because Christ is God manifest in the 
flesh 

• „the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us‟ v.14 



Introduction 

Time of Writing: 

• c.AD 96-100 

• After John had returned from Patmos 

• He returned to Ephesus 

• Gnostic heresy now creeping in 

• Denying that Jesus was God 



Introduction 

 1 John 2:21-23 

John 10:30: “I am my Father are one” 



Introduction 

Jude’s Warning: 

Jude 3-4 



Introduction 

Jude’s Warning: 

Jude 3-4 



Isaiah 44:6 

Isaiah’s Insight 



The First & The Last 

Revelation 1:17 



The First & The Last 

Revelation 2:8 

• If God is the first & the last… 
• And Christ is the first & the last… 
• Christ must be God 



Isaiah 43:11 

The Only Saviour 



Isaiah 45:21-22 

The Only Saviour 



The Only Saviour 

John 4:42 

• God alone is Saviour (Is 43 / 45) 

• Jesus is the only Saviour (John 4 etc.) 

• For both to be true, Jesus has to be God. 



Isaiah 42:5 

The Creator 



The Creator 

John 1:3,10 

• God alone is Creator (Is 42) 

• Jesus is the Creator (John 1 etc.) 

• For both to be true, Jesus has to be God. 



C.S. Lewis 

“I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really 
foolish thing that people often say about Him: 'I'm 
ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I 
don't accept His claims to be God.' That is the one 
thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man 
and said the sort of things that Jesus said would not 
be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic 
- on a level with the man who says he is a poached 
egg - or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must 
make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the 
Son of God: or else a madman or something worse”.
  



C.S. Lewis 

“You can shut Him up as a fool, you can spit at Him 
and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet 
and call Him Lord and God. But let us not come up 
with any patronising nonsense about His being a 
great human teacher. He has not left that option open 
to us. He did not intend to.”   



Introduction 

Deity of Christ 

• ‘Let Us create’ Gen 1:26 

• Eloheim – plural noun, used a singular 

• Angel of the LORD 

• Physical manifestation of God 

• Christ is the final, ultimate manifestation of 
God 

• “No man hath seen God at any time; the only 
begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the 
Father, he hath declared him”  - John 1:18 

 



Introduction 

Heptadic Structure 

• Seven ‘I AM’ statements 

• Seven miracles 

• Seven witnesses  

• Seven  X ‘meta tauta’  

– ‘after these things’ 
(3:22 / 5:1 / 5:14 / 7:1 / 13:7 /19:38 / 21:1)     



Introduction 

The Seven I AM Statements: 

• I AM the bread of life – 6:35 

• I AM the light of the world – 8:12 

• Before Abraham was I AM – 8:58 

• I AM the good shepherd – 10:11 

• I AM the resurrection & life – 11:25 

• I AM the way, truth & life – 14:6 

• I AM the true vine – 15:1  



Introduction 

The Seven Witnesses  

• John the Baptist: “This is the Son of God”    1:34 

• Nathanael: “Thou art the Son of God”            1:49 

• Peter: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God”             6:69 

• Martha: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of God”    
                                                            11:27 

• Thomas: “My Lord and my God”                    20:28 

• John: “Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God”   20:31 

• Christ: “I am the Son of God”      10:36 

 



Introduction 

The Seven Miracles:   

• Water to wine:                                     2:1-11 

• Healing the nobleman’s son:                4:46-54 

• Healing of the man at Bethesda:         5:1-47 

• Feeding the 5000:                               6:1-14 

• Walking on water:                                   6:15-21 

• Healing the blind man:                        9:1-41 

• Raising of Lazarus:           11:1-57 

 



Henrietta C. Mears 

“The theme of John‟s gospel is the deity of Jesus 
Christ. More here than anywhere else His divine 
Sonship is set forth. In this gospel we are shown the 
babe of Bethlehem was none other than the “only 
begotten of the Father.” There are evidences and 
proofs given without number. Although all things were 
made by Him, although in him was life, yet He was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us. No man could see 
God; therefore, Christ came to declare Him.”   

What The Bible Is All About 



Why this book? 

• Christ is the bedrock, the foundation on which 
we are to build – 1 Cor 3:11 / Matt 7:24 

• Not our ideas or ideals 

• Every church must be built on Christ 

• Jesus said: ‘I will build My church’ – Matt 16:18 

• It is His church, we are His sheep 

• John’s gospel introduces us to Jesus Christ 

• Our goal & aim is to be rightly related to Him 

 

 

 



Oswald Chambers 
   Immediately we look at these words of Jesus, we 

find them the most revolutionary statement human 

ears ever listened to. “Seek ye first the kingdom of 

God.” We argue in exactly the opposite way, even 

the most spiritually-minded of us—“But I must live; I 

must make so much money; I must be clothed; I 

must be fed.” The great concern of our lives is not 

the kingdom of God, but how we are to fit ourselves 

to live. Jesus reverses the order: Get rightly related 

to God first, maintain that as the great care of your 

life, and never put the concern of your care on the 

other things.”   
- My Utmost for His Highest 



Oswald Chambers 

   “If you want to be of use to God, get rightly 

related to Jesus Christ and He will make you 

of use unconsciously every minute you live” 
  

- My Utmost for His Highest 
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Chapter 1 

• Introduction vs. 1-3  

– the ‘Logos’ 

• Christ’s mission vs. 4-14  

– Light of the world 

• The unveiling of Christ vs. 15-34  

– John the Baptist’s testimony 

• The first disciples vs. 35-51 

– 1) seekers  

– 2) witnessed to  

– 3) sought  

– 4) convicted/convinced  

 

 



 John 1:1-3 

• Lit. „When the beginning began‟ 

• „Logos’ – 
-‘reason’ in terms of thought, and  

-‘word’ in terms of the expression of that thought 



 John 1:4-5 

   
• All life originates from God 

• Adam was just a ‘shell’ until God breathed life 
into him and ‘he became a living soul’ 

• Life itself is a great light       But… 

• Man rejected the light 

• That’s why God had to be manifest in the flesh, 
to help us see & to lead us back ‘from darkness 
to light’  



 John 1:6-8 



 John 1:9 



Genesis 1:1-4 

Light 



Light 

Genesis 1:3 

 Said Eloheim 
(God) 

be be light light 

And God said, ‘Let light be light’ 

 amar Eloheim hayah hayah ‘owr ‘owr 

And God said, ‘Let The Light illuminate’ 

Verse 3 



Light  

• For the Light to now illuminate.. 

• It had to already exist 



Light 

2 Cor 4:6 

• Light was therefore pre-existent 



Isaiah 45:7 

Light 



Isaiah 45:7 

Light 

   

bara (create out of 

nothing) 



Isaiah 45:7 

Light 

  yatsar 

(mould into a form)  
KJV - earthen, 

fashion, form,  

frame, make, potter, 

purpose. 

   

bara (create out of 

nothing) 



The Light of the world 

John 8:12 



The Light of the world 

1 John 1:5 



The Light of the world 

• Light was pre-existent in the person of 

Jesus Christ 

• God commanded the Light to shine 

• The Light simply then illuminated 

• Jesus Christ – the pre-existent One – 

who is the Light, created all things 



Symmetry of Design 

• Each particle has an antiparticle 

 particle + antiparticle               annihilation + photon ? 

• Physicists suggest this is a reversible 

reaction 

• The implication… 

• Light could have created matter!  

 

 



 John 1:10-12 



Sons of God 

• ‘Bene Ha Eloheim’ 

• A direct creation of God 

–  Gen 6:2,4; Job 1:6, 2:1, 38:7 

• ‘Born Again’  

– John ch 3 

 



 1 John 3:1 

Sons of God 



 John 1:13 

•  Hebrews 12:9 – God is the Father of spirits 

•   True life is not physical, it is spiritual 



 John 1:14 

• You couldn’t want a clear statement of 

Christ’s divinity 

• The eternal Word (Logos) – the expression of the 

Father,   “the image of the invisible God”  Col 1:15 

• This very act is the pinnacle of His grace, 

knowing it would culminate at the cross  



 John 1:14 

 John 1:15 



 John 1:16-17 



 John 1:18 

 John 1:15 



 John 1:19 



Adam Clarke’s Suggestion 

• Verse 14 

• Verse 16 

• Verse 17 

– End of section 

• Verse 18 

• Verse 15 

• Verse 19 

 



 John 1:14 



 John 1:16-17 

• The Law could only condemn 

• The purpose of the Law was to ‘confine all 

under sin’ – Gal 3:22 

• Grace beyond what we dared ask 

• cf. The Prodigal son – Luke 15 



 John 1:18 



No Man Has Seen God? 

• Genesis 18:20-33 - Abraham has a face to face 
conversation with God.  

• Genesis 32:24-30, Jacob not only sees God 
face to face, he wrestles with Him all night. 

• Exodus 24:9-11 Moses and the elders of Israel 
go up the mount, see God, and eat and drink 
in His presence! 

• Joshua, Gideon, Samson’s parents and 
others see God, and their lives are spared.  



  John 4:24 

No Man Has Seen God? 



 John 1:19-21 
Deut 18:18 



 John 1:22 

• John has not been officially ordained by the 

religious leaders of the day 

• They want to know by what authority he is 

doing what he is 



 John 1:23-25 

• Note: John’s authority is the Word of God! 

• But that is obviously not good enough! 



 John 1:26-28 

• John’s baptism was symbolic 

• The real cleansing would be done by Christ 



 John 1:29 

• Answer to the question in Genesis 22 



Genesis 22:7-8 

The Promised Lamb 



 John 1:30-31 

• Surely John knew his cousin? 

• But he did not know Christ’s divinity 

• John’s role was to prepare the way  



 John 1:32-33 



Jesus’ Baptism 

• Jesus’ baptism was not ‘an anointing 
for service’ 

• Rather, it was the public sign that John 
had been promised that would identify 
the Messiah.  

• Thus, John declares Him the ‘Son of 
God’ 

• Not ‘he has become the Son of God’ 

• Rather, He has always been…  

• Now He is manifest 

 



 John 1:35-36 

• John practiced what he preached 

• Pointing men to Jesus (he must increase…) 

• We are not to get converts to our opinions, 

but we are to point men to Christ 



 John 1:37-39 



Sincere Seekers 

• Here we see the 1st of four ways people 
come to the knowledge of Christ 

• The had grown up believing 

• They were already searching 

• The Big question: ‘What seek ye?’ 

• Jesus asks questions to make us think! 

 

• There still has to be a moment of decision 

 



 John 1:40-42 



Personal Testimony 

• This is the 2nd of four ways people come to 
the knowledge of Christ 

• The irrefutable power of personal testimony 

• ‘We have found Messiah!’ 

 

• There still has to be a moment of decision 
and a personal response 

 



 John 1:43-44 



‘Hand Picked’ 

• This is the 3rd way people come to the 
knowledge of Christ 

• Jesus Himself seeks them out 

• In one sense this is true for all of us 

• “For the Son of man is come to seek and to 
save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10) 

 

• NB: Both Philip and Paul were martyred!  

 



 John 1:45-46 



Appeal To Evidence 

• The 4th  way people come to the knowledge 
of Christ 

• Testimony + Evidence 

• God’s two witnesses: ‘Law & the Prophets 

• The Law convicts men - Psalm 19:7 

• The prophets convince men 

• We have overwhelming evidence 

• “To whom also he [Jesus] shewed himself 

alive after his passion by many infallible 

proofs” (Acts 1:3)  

 



 John 1:47-48 

• “Neither is there any creature that is not 

manifest in his sight: but all things are naked 

and opened unto the eyes of him with whom 

we have to do”  - Hebrews 4:13 



 John 1:49-51 



Adam Clarke  

   “As thou hast credited my divine mission on 

this simple proof, that I saw thee when and 

where no human eye, placed where mine 

was, could see thee, thy faith shall not rest 

merely upon this, for thou shalt see greater 

things than these-more numerous and 

express proofs of my eternal power and 

Godhead” 
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 John 2:1-2 

• ‘Third Day’ = Tuesday 

• The third day receives two x ‘it was good’   

• ‘Day of double blessing’ 

• Still practiced today 



 John 2:3-4 

• Note: Jesus’ response 

• Jesus never calls Mary ‘mother’ 

• John never calls her ‘Mary’ 

• Mine hour? 



 John 2:5 

• Mary’s confidence in Jesus was drawn from 

spending so much time in His presence 

• Our confidence in Him will likewise be directly 

proportional to the amount of time we spend 

in His presence.   

 



 John 2:6-8 



 John 2:9-10 



 John 2:11 



Water to Wine 

• This 1st miracle Jesus does 

• John is writing this some 70+ years after 
the event 

• Look at the detail he remembers: 

• 6 water pots 

• Set apart for water of purification (cf Num 19) 

• They are made of stone 

• Why choose this miracle? 

• How was this ‘manifesting His glory’? 



Water to Wine 

• No meaningless details in the Bible 

• Every number, place name, detail  

• All there by deliberate supernatural design 

 

• 6 is the number of man (6th day / 666 etc.) 

• Our first clue… 

• This is in reference to us 

 



Water to Wine 

• The first miracle Jesus does in our lives 

• Take a vessel that was intended to be set 
apart 

• But has become empty & stone 

• Fills it with water (of the Word) 

• The once empty vessel now brings forth fruit 

• The fruit of the vine  

 



Another Lesson 

• The world offers its ‘best’ first 

• Then the poison follows 

 

• God has saved the best until last 

• A new heaven & new earth 

• “weeping may endure for a night, but joy 
cometh in the morning”  Psalm 30:5 

• “They that sow in tears shall reap in joy” 
Psalm 126:5 

 

 

 



 John 2:12 

• Capernaum would become His ‘home town’ 
during the Galilean ministry 



 John 2:13-15 



 John 2:16-17 



Outburst of Wrath? 

• Righteous anger – not ‘loosing it’ 

• The money changes etc. were conducting 
business in the worship area 

• They were deliberately profiteering from 
God’s people 

• Remember also: Jesus was the light – light 
exposes darkness  

• The real issue was one of priorities  

• – God is a jealous God 

• We are the Temple of the Holy Spirit 

 

 

 



 John 2:18 

• Here we go again:  

• ‘by what authority…’,  

• ‘who gave you permission…’ 

• It is always those appointed by men that 
question those appointed by God! 



 John 2:19-21 



 John 2:22 



 John 2:23-25 



A Sad Indictment 

• In our flesh dwells no good thing 

• Though many believed – intellectually 

• The real change had not taken place 

 

  “The heart of the matter,    
  is the matter of the heart” 

 

 



The Gospel of 

John 
The Gospel of 

John 
Chapter 3-4 

Next Session 


